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PRESENTATION

Man, from the very moment of his creation, found its better half. Yet, as though he were jealous of her virtuous and merits, he kept her aloof from the gifts of nature; he oppressed and mortified her, exploiting her whenever the occasion presented itself, benefiting of her charms when it so pleased him. He failed to realize what her contributions would have been had he given her due. Throughout history she suffered under the hands of her mate and had to suppress her wishes and heartaches she was obliged to bury in her breast.

Woman also is a human being, eternal consort of man. O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise (each other). Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things). (43/10)

God addresses both men and women. They both enjoy the same rights. Their innate respective characteristics should not be overlooked. According to the Qur’an, man and woman have been created from the same Self. Man and woman are equal in every respect. They complement each other and enjoy the same rights in terms of law, performance of prayers, work and all sorts of responsibilities. This is what the Qur’an says. 

During the lifetime of the Prophet, the principles of the Qur’an were literally applied and there was no restriction as regards women’s rights. This state of affairs continued even after his death, under the caliphs. Man and woman used to greet each other when they ran against each other. There was mutual respect and decorum. Then, there came a moment when mischief makers severed the sexes and treated woman as a castaway. The following is the comment of Matar ibn B. Tahman, calligrapher and scholar who had left Horasan for Basra (d.129-746). ‘Formerly it was the custom of men and women to sit together without segregation. Now the very finger of woman has become taboo.” (Ahmet B.Hanbel, Akhamul Nisa, p.145.)

Such paranoiac behavior which has deprived woman of her rights is a great sin. Our mothers, consorts and daughters under whose feet the Paradise lies, are our most precious assets. If we are determined to develop our community we must give them their due and willingly accept their contribution. The more we enlighten the public on this point, the greater will the benefit to be derived by our society will be. 
My dear friend Architect Mesut Kaynak, inspired by the verses of the Qur’an, have delved in valuable works, listed in the bibliography, and beautifully and succinctly rendered the essence of the subject. He set down his own points of view without neglecting to mention the opinions of others and stressed the necessity to set up a council for the re-interpretation of certain points that need to be clarified in the light of contemporary knowledge and circumstances. I congratulate him particularly on this point.

I hope that this book contributes to a better understanding of our religion.
04.04 2002

Dr. Lütfü Doğan

Former Secretary of State
 in charge of religious affairs.
FOREWORD

After an interlude, following the completion of our last book Love and the Qur’an, we resumed our task, inspired by our master of religious affairs Nihat Hodja who induced me to complete the present trilogy. He himself baptized the name of the book as “Woman and the Qur’an”. His suggestion was God sent.

There are about 400 verses in the Qur’an related to women. Our book has been prepared under the light of these verses.

God Almighty sent man and woman upon the earth to complement each other. During the times when strength reigned uppermost woman had been relegated to second rank and was used as chattels. With the advent of Islam, woman regained her rights and human identity. The old Arab customs gave their place to a new conception. This lasted so long the Prophet lived. However, mischief makers did not delay to corrupt this and paved the way once again to segregation.

It is high time now to know realities about God’s policy about women. We have tried to shed light on this issue highlighted by the verses of the Qur’an.

I hope our book will gain the favor of God Almighty.








Mesut Kaynak








March, 2002

CHAPTER

SUBMIT YOUR APPLES OF DISCORD TO GOD

The Holy Qur’an contains the words of God upon which we must deeply medidate so that we may be guided along into the right path in the course of our journey to the Hereafter. The new age we are ushered in is crowded with endless bones of contention. Remedy likely to cure our ills is within reach in the Qur’an provided we spend the necessary effort to have access to the mystery lying therein. And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and remember: then is there any that will receive admonition (54/32);… Did ye not, then, understand? (36/62). 
For our stumbling blocks in our daily life that keep on increasing and making our lives difficult, we must find solutions. The answers to our vexed questions are in the Qur’an which we must regularly read in order that we may be enlightened and shown the right path; for, abstaining from introducing new methods of cogitation and remaining content with former judgments without having recourse to the use of terms and the principles of correct predication would be against the principles of Islam. To formulate new judgments in interpreting the Holy Book to meet the requirement of the age has become a matter of vital importance. The alternative design concepts that the Almighty put forward will in the end contribute to the formation of a generation of honest and industrious believers.

METHOD
Whatever it be wherein ye differ, the decision thereof is with Allah. Such is Allah my Lord: In Him I trust, and to Him I turn. (42/10)

… If ye differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if ye do believe in Allah and the Last Day… (4/59)

The divine principles stated in the Qur’an are largely of a general character and avoid details. God warns us against passing judgments on ambiguous wording stating that all discretionary judgment belongs solely to Him; if there is an incontrovertible proof regarding a certain matter in a verse, the said verse is categorically applied and there is no further argument suggesting any doubt as to the veracity of it.
If a relevant solution is suggested regarding a certain matter in the Qur’an, one should refer to the tradition of the Prophet (if any). However, as many of the sayings of the Prophet have come down adulterated, to be absolutely sure of the veracity of a particular tradition requires scholarly wisdom. Thus, the wisest thing to do is to test them in the light of the verses of the Qur’an to see whether they tally with them. Any word not sanctioned by the context of the Qur’an is considered perjured testimony. This criterion was laid down by the Prophet: Be careful! Words attributed to me will go on increasing. Make sure to check the veracity of them by drawing comparisons with the verses of the Qur’an. (See, Öztürk-Kur’ân’daki İslam)
Clarification of a dubious situation requires argument by analogy. This method has been sanctioned by the following verse: … take warning, then, O ye with eyes (to see)! (59/2) For social issues recourse should be made to the Council for Religion. … who (conduct) their affairs by mutual Consultation. (42/38)

Today such questions are expected to be deliberated and decided upon by a council formed by contemporary scholars.

He it is Who has sent down to thee the Book: In it are verses basic or fundamental (of established meaning); they are the foundation of the Book: others are allegorical. But those in whose hearts is perversity follow the part thereof that is allegorical, seeking discord, and searching for its hidden meanings, but no one knows its hidden meanings except Allah. And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: "We believe in the Book; the whole of it is from our Lord:" and none will grasp the Message except men of understanding.  (3/7)

In the Qur’an there is no clear indication as to the basic and fundamental verses of established meaning; nevertheless, according to scholars, these must be the fundamental canonically lawful acts and acts explicitly forbidden by religion, amongst other, faith and pious deeds. There are also double-edged verses. For instance, faith in God is fundamental, while His attributes and essence are equivocal; belief in the existence of the paradise and hell is fundamental, while their depiction is ambivalent. On the other hand, certain characters at the head of certain surahs, differently interpreted, some words of ambiguous meanings and certain puzzling words and complex legal issues etc are considered among the verses of allegorical character.
Believers believe implicitly in all the verses of the Qur’an. Those of a skeptic turn of mind disregard the fundamental explicit meanings of the verses trying to interpret them at their own discretion. These individuals in pursuit of subjective judgments falsify the true meaning of the Book. The Prophet said: “Those who fall into line with individuals striving to make unorthodox inferences basing on allegorical verses employ skepticism as a method; these are the people that the believers must shun.” 
Given the fact that the Qur’an is to remain sempiternally valid up until the Doomsday and be a perpetual guide to believers, God Almighty has had recourse to allegorical verses to shed light on men throughout the ages. There will be a time when the seemingly dubious meanings of such verses will become plain. For every message is a limit of time, and soon shall ye know it." (6/67) (See, Öztürk, Kur’ân’daki İslam; İslam nasıl yozlaştırıldı)
The transformation of an allegorical verse into a fundamentally explicit one may be illustrated with the following verse: And the sun runs his course for a period determined for him: that is the decree of (Him), the Exalted in Might, the All-Knowing. (36/38) Astronomy, a branch of science that developed in our present age, had discovered some 30 years previous, that the sun revolved around an orbit. According to this established fact, the sun, which is one of the stars of our galaxy, completes its orbital course every 250 years. The sun passes through billions of stars without any let or hindrance to complete its track. Given the fact, that the Qur’an had been revealed 14 centuries before our time, this scientific truth that must have been outside the scope of the knowledge of astrologers of the time, was made explicit in the said verse.
Jacques Cousteau, oceanographer, who made researches in the Mediterranean and the Atlantic Ocean saw that different fauna lived in the said environments. He dived with his submarine in the depths of the Gibraltar strait and found out that there was a sort of screen between the two seas, the result of a physical power called ‘surface tension’, a consequence of the difference of densities of the two seas.  When Captain Cousteau learned that this fact had already been told in the Qur’an centuries ago, he declared in a magazine interview that he testified that the Quran was the word of God! The researches conducted afterwards showed that, for instance, at strait between Arabia (northeast) and Africa (southwest) that connects the Red Sea (northwest) with the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean (southeast) and in other such contiguous waters which had different densities the waters did not mix.
The fact that this scientific truth, established as a result of scientific researches in the twentieth century, had already been stated 14 centuries ago shows that the word was not Muhammad’s own word, but of God’s.

We are not stating here the allegorical verses, which, in time, have become basic and fundamental verses, as this is beyond the sphere of our present subject matter.
The difference between fundamental and allegorical verses is shown in the following verse: He it is Who has sent down to thee the Book: In it are verses basic or fundamental (of established meaning); they are the foundation of the Book: others are allegorical. But those in whose hearts is perversity follow the part thereof that is allegorical, seeking discord, and searching for its hidden meanings, but no one knows its hidden meanings except Allah. And those who are firmly grounded in knowledge say: "We believe in the Book; the whole of it is from our Lord:" and none will grasp the Message except men of understanding. (3/7)

Both man and the universe are but a collection of verses (ayat); meaning, at the same time, signs, tokens and miracles. Only science and wisdom can enable man to have access to them. ‘Qur’an’ is also called ‘The Book’. Both man and the universe are books to be read. The revelation, by Gabriel of the Qur’an, had begun with the word ‘Read!’ This command is an introduction to the science of the Universe. Specialization in different disciplines like medicine, mathematics, physics, ecology and astronomy is acquired by getting instruction in those sciences.
Some Muslim scholars put forth the following claim: “Only God knows the real meaning of allegorical verses; the wise versed in the science say merely ‘We have believed’” Nevertheless, one should not interpret this as ‘We are not supposed to speak on the verse in question’. For, such an attitude may lead a country to lethargy. The Qur’an comprises the entirety of the divine law, and, with the exception of the Unknown, the verses are meant to serve as guidance to man. Therefore, in the light of our ever changing society undergoing transformation and development, the Qur’anic verses need be re-interpreted – the said interpretation being made by consultation among the scholars of the day in line with the spirit of the messages that the verses contain – so that the public may have access to the wisdom and practice of them.

CONSULT, Ô PROPHET!
… consult them in affairs (of moment)… (3/159)

… who (conduct) their affairs by mutual Consultation; (42/38)

Consultation is the act of consulting or conferring, deliberation of two or more persons on some matter. The said persons are in general specialized in their lines. This deliberation forms the basis of democracy and the republican regime. God desires that men have an insight into His design and guide their deliberations according to the basic guidelines hidden in His verses. It should be noted that in reference to the verses with established and explicit meaning no re-interpretation is allowed. Only in allegorical verses, wherein there is no clear indication as to the exact meaning of them, can one refer to solutions without, however, straying from the right path. One can well guess that in the former case the results of deliberations and re-interpretations may differ according to places and times. One thing that one must ascertain would be to have the said council of deliberations ever ready to tackle a matter that may surge any moment.
God’s command addressed to the Prophet is categorical. Consultation will enable a community not to get involved in suspicion about a question that puzzles the minds. The Prophet had the following to say: “God and His Prophet have no need to consult. The fact that He has commanded me to do so is a mercy to my people. Those who choose to comply with this injunction will eventually find out the right answer to their problems, while others who will refrain to do so, will be liable to err and stray.” As a matter of fact, the Prophet had never failed to convene his Companions and asked their advice during the Badr, Uhud and Ditch campaigns. In questions concerning the community and those that had to do with his own problems, he had recourse to this method.
Questions mostly referred to councils for deliberations related to administrative affairs, religion, economics, justice, social issues, etc. The counsels found solutions to arduous obscure problems in compliance with the prevailing circumstances.

As for the question whether today this method is applied or not, the answer it is not. The great majority of the Islamic world is run by kings, dynasties or army generals whose regime is, in general, oppressive and autocratic; human rights are disregarded. In some countries we see pseudo-democracies wherein a latent despotism lies hidden. This hampers the development of men of science and scholars, and decisions reached by counsels and applications by (kıyas) analogy and the Sunna remain ineffective. (See. Prof. Dr. Yaşar Nuri Öztürk: İslâm Nasıl Yozlaştırıldı, Kur’ân’daki İslâm K.T.K.)
Formerly, in the world of Islam, general concurrence and agreement in opinion and decision of the legalists and applications by (kıyas) analogy and the Sunna reached pert decisions. Yet, among them were also opinions reached according to which the world was flat and that the earth did not revolve or rotate. Today it is of utmost urgency to find right and contemporaneous solutions in the light of the Qur’an.
God Almighty, in 3/7 has indicated two ways to understand the allegorical verses: a) Belief in explicit verses, b) and profound knowledge in wisdom and science – by which it is understood positive sciences like medicine, engineering, physics and astronomy. Members of such councils are to be subject of pertinent selections. Allah doth command you to render back your Trusts to those to whom they are due; and when ye judge between man and man, that ye judge with justice: Verily how excellent is the teaching which He giveth you! For Allah is He Who heareth and seeth all things. (4/58) It follows therefore three qualities are required from the members in question: 1) Belief in God; 2) Specialization in sciences, 3) Justice.
Trust must be committed to the care of persons who believe in God, specialized in their subjects and in whose administration in justice one has complete confidence. Such people who entrusted their trusts to people specialized in their fields both in administrative or technical sense enjoyed prosperity, while those who did otherwise retrogressed. The President of a State, the Prime Minister, the Head of the Religious Affairs, the members of the Supreme Council of Religious Affairs, the Mayors etc. being the trustees, they should be selected and elected among the specialized good-willing people. This divine law has come down from centuries past up until today without any alteration.

In our country we have had many religious controversies, among others, the question of interest, wearing of veil, woman’s testimony, battering of spouses, polygamy, etc. The solution to redress controversies engendered by such issues lies in the Qur’an. We urgently appeal to authorities to have a Religious Council formed of scholars and specialized persons, who will, by decisions and fatwas it will have formulated in crucial matters, issue publications enlightening our public. As the problems will be solved in the light of God’s designs there will be no more controversies and conflicts in our community. The world will thus have achieved peace which will continue to be so  ever after.
TESTIMONY OF WOMEN

Testimony is a formal statement on a question in the presence of a judge at court. In the Qur’an, with a single exception, everybody may testify before the court. Nevertheless, in controversies about indebtedness the presence of two women are required whose testimonies can be taken as given by one man in the surah 2/282. The ideas behind is woman’s liability to adling, oblivion and erring. It should be borne in mind, that, at the time women, with a few exceptions, were illiterate and ignorant of commercial dealings.

In our contemporary soceity women’s position has changed and become equal with men’s in every respect. The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise. (9/71) The rule laid down, effective in another age, need to be adjusted to the requirements of the present. In this respect the following verse should be considered once more: … who (conduct) their affairs by mutual Consultation …(42/38).
(See: the present book under Submit your Apples of Discord to God)

GENERAL PRINCIPLE IN TESTIMONY

But it would avert the punishment from the wife, if she bears witness four times (with an oath) By Allah, that (her husband) is telling a lie; (24/8)

And those who launch a charge against chaste women, and produce not four witnesses (to support their allegations),- flog them with eighty stripes; and reject their evidence ever after: for such men are wicked transgressors;- (24/4)

Thus when they fulfill their term appointed, either take them back on equitable terms or part with them on equitable terms; and take for witness two persons from among you, endued with justice, and establish the evidence (as) before Allah. Such is the admonition given to him who believes in Allah and the Last Day. And for those who fear Allah, He (ever) prepares a way out, (65/)

As one can see from the above, with a single exception, women’s testimony is valid. Nevertheless, after the departure of the Prophet from this world, the former customs of Arabs had had the upper hand and overruled the principle laid down in the Qur’an.

WOMEN’S EXCEPTIONAL TESTIMONY

O ye who believe! When ye deal with each other, in transactions involving future obligations in a fixed period of time, reduce them to writing Let a scribe write down faithfully as between the parties: let not the scribe refuse to write: as Allah Has taught him, so let him write. Let him who incurs the liability dictate, but let him fear His Lord Allah, and not diminish aught of what he owes. If they party liable is mentally deficient, or weak, or unable Himself to dictate, Let his guardian dictate faithfully, and get two witnesses, out of your own men, and if there are not two men, then a man and two women, such as ye choose, for witnesses, so that if one of them errs, the other can remind her. The witnesses should not refuse when they are called on (For evidence). Disdain not to reduce to writing (your contract) for a future period, whether it be small or big: it is juster in the sight of Allah, More suitable as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves but if it be a transaction which ye carry out on the spot among yourselves, there is no blame on you if ye reduce it not to writing. But take witness whenever ye make a commercial contract; and let neither scribe nor witness suffer harm. If ye do (such harm), it would be wickedness in you. So fear Allah. For it is Good that teaches you. And Allah is well acquainted with all things. If ye are on a journey, and cannot find a scribe, a pledge with possession (may serve the purpose). And if one of you deposits a thing on trust with another, let the trustee (faithfully) discharge his trust, and let him Fear his Lord conceal not evidence; for whoever conceals it, - his heart is tainted with sin. And Allah knoweth all that ye do.  (24/8)

This verse introduced an exception as regards the equality between man and woman. At the time of the revelation of the Qur’an women hardly did anything other than performing the household chores and bringing up of her children; illiterate as she was, she knew nothing of commercial dealings which were the responsibility of the husband. This led to the imposition of a rule, according to which, in case a woman got confused about an issue regarding transactions involving future obligations in a fixed period of time, the next witness would bear testimony.
Considering that at present women also started to be employed in commercial life this provision has lost its validity; therefore, the Religious Council to be formed must examine the issue and reach a categorical decision to this effect.

CERTAIN VIEWPOINTS IN EXCEPTIONAL TESTIMONY

In the principle foreseen in 2/282 woman’s sex was not implied; the considerations had to do with her illiteracy and the proper education she failed to receive. Under the conditions prevailing today there is no need anymore for the strict application of this rule. Today man and woman are equal in every respect.
(See. Prof.Dr. Yaşar Nuri Öztürk, İslâm Nasıl Yozlaştırıldı. Say: 377)

The former principle regarding the requirement for two witnesses, should women had to bear testimony, has no longer any validity in today’s life.

(See, Prof. Dr. Hayrettin Karaman, İslâmda Kadın ve Aile)

CONCLUSION

The principle foreseen in Surah 2/282 regarding the requirement for two (women) witnesses, if the case necessitated bearing of testimony, was based on the assumption of woman’s former illiteracy which also implied her liability to confusion, forgetting and erring. The time was such as not even signing was a habitual formality in transactions. 
God clearly and explicitly states that man and woman are protectors of one another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise (9/71)

Today the Turkish Civil Code has laid down the equality between man and woman before the law. New interpretations should be made by Religious Councils formed by fully qualified specialists and scholars. (42/38) The results should be published and distributed among the public. Thus, the prejudice that Islam has relegated woman to back rows will be overcome. (See. The present book Submit your apples of discord to God)
LAW OF INHERITANCE; PROVISIONS RELATED TO WOMAN

Man and woman are created to complement each other. They are both equal in the sight of God. They are equally and severally responsible for their acts. However, they were deprived of their social rights some 14 centuries ago. Even in the west, women’s right of property ownership was acknowledged in the 19th century.

Woman had thus gained the position she deserved in the strata of society. Inheritance is the act of inheriting property: as the acquisition of real or personal property as heir to another within certain restrictions. During the time in question woman’s chores were limited to household affairs and the care of her children, so that man was in charge of the maintenance of the family. Therefore, in the distribution of the estate, the fact that the woman was entitled to half of the estate of the deceased is justified considering the requirements and needs involved.
Today, the conditions have changed and the woman has been obliged to find an employment outside the four walls of her house. As the need of the woman has increased proportionately with the transformation in the working conditions, the clause related to woman’s inheritance in the canonical law has, de facto, become null and void. This point should be revised by a Religious Council to be formed as it has been indicated by the spirit of the Qur’an.

(See This Book Submit your Apples of Discord to God.)

WOMAN’S ENTITLEMENT TO HALF A SHARE

Allah (thus) directs you as regards your Children's (Inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that of two females: if only daughters, two or more, their share is two-thirds of the inheritance; if only one, her share is a half… (4/11)
One can well see that the share of the male in property inherited from parents and from one’s spouse is two-fold of the woman’s. However, this is not a general rule. In the legal system of Islam inheritance is based on three main factors: marital tie, blood relationship and need. The Qur’an gives the burden of maintenance and the entire responsibility in matrimonial household to the husband. The husband is charged to look after not only his own wife and children but also his nearest relatives such as his parents and sisters. Given the fact that woman has no employment outside her household affairs and the care of her children, regardless of her own financial status, except for her optional and moral responsibility, is free to contribute or not to the household expenditures, and to enjoy, as she deems best, her right to dispose of her possessions. Thus, while man’s assets would go on decreasing, woman’s wealth would increase; she might even use her possessions as operating capital. If one studies closer the Qur’an, it becomes clear that woman’s position is better secured than her husband’s. The contemporary economic conditions created by urbanization and civilization necessitate woman’s employment outside the four walls of her house so that she may have a share in the running expenses of the household, let alone the fact that not only the spouses but also all the members of a family are expected to earn a living.
MAN AND WOMAN GET EQUAL SHARES

… For parents, a sixth share of the inheritance to each, if the deceased left children;… (4/11)

… If the man or woman whose inheritance is in question, has left neither ascendants nor descendants, but has left a brother or a sister, each one of the two gets a sixth; … (4/12)

As one can observe, the parents, the sisters and the brothers get equal shares. This is clear enough to dispel the prejudice and unfounded opinion that anti-Islamic allegations to the effect that woman in every respect gets half of what the legatee has left.
In the Law on Inheritance based on matrimonial ties, blood relationship and need principle male and female inheritors are entitled to equal shares in consideration of their position as regards the need principle.

IF THE SOLE HEIRESS IS A WOMAN

Allah (thus) directs you as regards your Children's (Inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that of two females: if only daughters, two or more, their share is two-thirds of the inheritance; if only one, her share is a half … (4/11)

Woman’s share in the state is not half of the man’s. Only if the deceased has left only daughters, and more than two at that, they have a two third share. While if there is just one daughter her share is half.
WOMAN’S LEGACIES AND DEBTS

In what your wives leave, your share is a half, if they leave no child; but if they leave a child, ye get a fourth; after payment of legacies and debts. In what ye leave, their share is a fourth, if ye leave no child; but if ye leave a child, they get an eighth; after payment of legacies and debts… (4/12)

This means that woman enjoys all civil and social rights. She may transact business, receive and give loans, bequeath and inherit property, while her will is duly executed. This is a major development as regards women’s rights.

Woman’s right of ownership of property was acknowledged in the west towards the end of the nineteenth century. At the time of revelation of the Qur’an, woman was considered as chattel and deprived of a great many social rights. The Qur’an came to the assistance of women and raised her to the rank she deserved. (See. Prof. Dr. Süleyman Ateş, Yüce Kur’an’ın Çağdaş Tefsiri Say: 2/233)
VIEW OF THE ILMIHAL RE LAW OF INHERITANCE

“Under the influence of contemporary urbanization, of aggravating economic conditions, and of inefficiency of religious and moral education, we observe a rising of egoism, an unmitigated individualism and widespread irresponsibility… Men continue to acquire greater portion of the legacy of the deceased as compared to women as had been the custom prior to the legislation of the Civil Code, while he refrains from fulfilling the obligations that the former canonical law entailed, leading to the encroachment on her rights. This creates a wrong impression and exposes the canonical law to unjustified disapproving looks. The man gets the larger part of a legacy but refrains from fulfilling the obligations it used to entail, the balance will be disturbed.”
(See. DivanTaşilmihal II Say:248)

CONCLUSION

The Qur’an gave the charge of running the household to men; thus, in view of the need that man would cater for, it found it advisable to apportion him two-fold of the legacy as compared to the woman’s share in it. Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has given the one more (strength) than the other, and because they support them from their means… (4/34) During Muhammad’s time, women who provided their own means hardly existed; it was man who worked and brought in money. In addition to his own family, he also had to take care of his younger brothers and sisters and of the grand parents. On the other hand, the woman, entitled to half of the legacy, was free to contribute or not to the household expenses. It follows that the law of inheritance was well advised if one considers the prevalent conditions.
The hard economic conditions of our century, plus the lack of proper religious and secular education, allowed the men before the imposition of the Civil Code and even afterward, to get the lion’s share of the legacy, and disregard the obligation to cater for the needs of his family. Moreover, boys, as had been the custom, had the prerogative to study while girls were left deprived of education and obliged to do the household chores. This was a great injustice.
BATTERING OF WOMEN
The Qur’an foresees beating both for men and women as punishment for adultery. Man’s self-styled prerogative to batter his spouse for subduing her is irreconcilable with the justice fostered by our religion. Over long centuries in which supremacy of strength prevailed, women’s rights were trodden upon and the weaker sex, as she was called, had been denigrated. The same mentality had interpreted the Arabic word ‘darb’ as beating and suited the action to the word. The word has in fact a variety of meanings, only one out of twenty or so meanings is indeed ‘beating’: thus, in marital disputes and misunderstandings, the man believed to have the privilege and supremacy over her and battered her.
The Prophet, embodiment of the Qur’an, has always revered women and never behaved harshly toward them despite occasional misunderstandings between them as we infer from the Qur’an. Yet, because of ignorance, malevolence they try to vilify the Islam and depreciate it especially in the eyes of women. Beating of wives is not prescribed in the Qur’an and the Prophet himself is never reported to have done so, even though gently.

BEATING OR REMOVAL
As to those women on whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (Next), refuse to share their beds, (And last) beat them (lightly),(keep her away?); but if they return to obedience, seek not against them Means (of annoyance):… (4/34)
In the verse three alternatives are suggested to the husband: 1) Admonish her; 2) If this fails to serve the purpose, let them alone in their beds; 3) If even the last attempt proves to be in vain, see to it that they are temporarily removed from their domiciles. The objective is to keep the family united and not disrupt the matrimonial ties. The third alternative, given by the Arabic word fadribuhünne has been the cause of controversies and some interpreters and commentators translated it as beating.
The Arabic word ‘fadribuhune’ has been interpreted in divergent ways. It is an imperative case of the root ‘darb’. The word has been used in the following verses in the Qur’an and has some twenty meanings. To illustrate by a parable (Surah 14/24), (Surah 75-76), (Surah 30/28); to go abroad, to stray (Surah 4/94; Surah 5/106); To strike a path (Surah 20/77); To transgress (Surah 43/5); To be covered, branded with humiliation (Surah 2/61; 18/11); To smite (Surah 8/50); to strike by hand ( 37/93), To smite (8/12), to beat with a stick ( Surah 2/60, Surah 7/160), (Surah 26/63); )Surah (38/44).

The said word should be interpreted as ‘removal’. Had it been interpreted as ‘beating’, an innocent woman who would have given her husband for one reason or another cause to suspect a disloyalty on her part would have been unjustly beaten by her husband. Flogging of an adulteress is prescribed in Surah 24/2. (Prof.Dr. Yaşar Nuri Öztürk, Islam Nasıl Yozlaştırıldı. pp 341-348)
APPLICATION OF VERSES IN THE LIGHT OF SUNNA

Sunna is the body of Islamic custom and practice based on Muhammad's words and deeds. Muhammad, sent by God as His messenger to communicate the mankind the divine law and practice of it, has behaved toward his wives with utmost gentleness and indisputable probity despite occasional matrimonial misunderstandings. The verses (33/28-34) and (66/1-5) reflect his behavior and opinion about them. Let none of you beat his wife as if she were his slave. How can you beat your spouse with whom you will be sharing your bed at night! Such were his injunctions.
In connection with the application of the verse 4/34, the slander brought against Aisha, Prophet’s wife, is very important.  An allegation had been brought into circulation slanderous as it turned out, about having had illicit relations with Sawfan on their joint return from the Prophet's expedition in the year 5/627, when, after having become separated from the main caravan, they sought to catch up with it on a solitary trek through the desert. In fact Aisha had left the group to answer the nature’s call and upon coming back she had realized that she had mislaid her necklace; so she had gone back to fetch it but upon return she had seen that the caravan had already left. Sawfan, a rear guard, had seen and taken her as pillion rider. This event had created suspicions in Muhammad’s heart about her chastity. Yet, she had not beaten her; and Aisha, downcast had to move to her father’s abode. The revelation did not delay to come, however. The verse 24/11-21 had acquitted her of all blame. (See. Öztürk-Asrı Saadetin Büyük Kadınları, p. 56)

CONCLUSION

To our mind, Islam does not enjoin battering of wives. This is corroborated by the Prophet’s own deeds.

As regards re-interpretation of the Qur’an in the light of contemporary developments, a religious council to be set up must tackle the problem and enlighten our public accordingly.

POLYGAMY

The Qur’an is a book of divine origin and a source of answers to human questions. The permission granted to men to marry up to four wives has its rationale. Originally it was meant to protect women and it was not a preferential treatment favoring men. War, illness and disasters decimated the male population and the number of widows kept on increasing. Polygamy was thus a sort of remedy. However, for those who would opt for polygamy certain conditions had been foreseen, amongst which just treatment of wives in every respect. If a man could was not sure of being able to behave towards his wives in like manner, he should avoid to take more than one wife. In other words, monogamy had to be considered as principle.

Polygamy was looked at askance in the west due to the ignorance of the historical conditions. Another example of the quantitative difference between male and female population was observed during the post-war Germany, where the proportion of women to men was ten to one.

The Prophet had married his first wife Khadija and had remained faithful to her for 25 years. Only after he had lost her when he was 53 did he indulge in polygamy; and the main reason was to spread Islam.

REASONS FOR THE PROPHET’S MARRYING MORE THAN ONE WOMAN

Khadija

She was the first wife. She was the first believer in Islam, who had sacrificed her wealth for the spread of Islam. She was a 40 year old widow who had already given birth to two children when the Prophet married her in his twenty fifth years. When she lost her, he was 53 years old. During a happy matrimonial life of twenty five years they had two sons and four daughters. He was a sturdy and potent man who enjoyed perfect health he had remained content with one single wife. After he lost her he did not marry for three years. He then chose to take more than one wife with a view to being instrumental to the spread of Islam. The Qur’an had enjoined the Prophet’s wives to teach Islam to their immediate environment. And recite what is rehearsed to you in your homes, of the Signs of Allah and His Wisdom. (33/34)

Polygamy was not the Prophet’s invention. When the Qur’an was revealed polygamy as an institution was already prevalent in many corners of the world and in Arabia. Marriage ties were considered to be strong family ties and conjugal relationships. In order to spread Islam one had to have recourse to all sorts of means. He thought to marry many women with whose families he would establish connections, which, in turn would serve to spread the religion. As a matter of fact, a great many tribes were converted in this manner. On the other hand, it is worthy of note that a great many of the traditions of the Prophet had come down through the Prophet’s wives.

1) Rewarding women for the efforts they spent for the spread of Islam; Savda may be cited as an example.

Savda
Savda who was the second wife of the Prophet was among the first converts. Unable to put up anymore with the tortures of the heathen people in Mecca, she, in the company of her husband, had defected to Abyssinia. Her husband converted into Christianity and died a short while after. Savda, whose convictions and practices had never changed, returned to Mecca eventually. While fighting for the cause of Islam, she lost her 16 year old son. In the face of the hardship to which she had been exposed Muhammad offered her to marry him. She was 50 years at the time.

2) Patronage of widows whose husbands fell at the front; Ummu Salama may be cited 

as example.

Ummu Salama
She was the fifth wife of the Prophet. She was reputed for her blind devotion to him. Her husband, Abd al-Asad was among the first converts. Under the cruelties inflicted by the Meccans they had to leave, first to Afghanistan and then to Medina. Her husband fell in the battle field during the Uhud war and she remained a widow with her four children. She also happened to be a close relative of Khalid, commander of the Meccan army, an archenemy of the Muslims. However, Khalid, was deeply affected by her marriage to the Prophet and he himself became a convert after two years.

Zaynab

She was the eighth wife of the Prophet and the daughter of Huzayma. Her first husband fell in the field during the Badr campaign and second husband during the Uhud campaign. The Prophet married Zaynab who was left without resource and took her under his wings; however, she was to die within three months of her marriage.

3) To honor the family of his close friends by marrying their daughters. Aïsha, Hafsa and Zaynab, daughter of Djahsh may be cited as examples.

Aïsha

She was the third wife of the Prophet and the daughter of Abu Bakr, the first caliph, his closest friend. She was born in Mecca and had received a very good education. To honor his closest friend he was engaged to her who was not of age at the time to wed her when she attained the age of puberty. She was very intelligent and wise woman. She served him for 9 years in a great many fields. She accompanied her husband to campaigns and acted as a nurse. We owe her many a tradition. She is considered one of the outstanding jurists versed in canonical law.

Hafsa

She was the fourth wife of the Prophet and daughter of Omar, the second Caliph. Unable to up with the harassment of the Meccans she had, along with her husband Huzafa, one of the first converts, had to leave, first to Abyssinia, and then, to Medina. She became a widower as her husband fell in the battle of Uhud. The Prophet, by the suggestion of Omar, married her and became related to Omar, by kinship ties.

Zaynab, daughter of Djahsh

Zaynab, the seventh wife of the Prophet and the daughter of his paternal aunt, was reputed for her beauty and dignified manners. In Arabia the emancipated slaves suffered injustice. To do away with this ill advised custom and to show the public that they had equal rights as free citizens, the Prophet, married Zaynab, his maternal aunt’s daughter to Zaid, the emancipated slave and the Prophet’s legally adopted son. Nevertheless, the couple remained aloof from each other and could not settler their disputes. Despite the opposition of the Prophet, Zaid put an end to their matrimonial tie. This caused great grief in Zaynab. Not long after, the Prophet received a revelation in which he was commanded to take Zaynab to wife. Then when Zaid had dissolved (his marriage) with her, with the necessary (formality), We joined her in marriage to thee: in order that (in future) there may be no difficulty to the Believers in (the matter of) marriage with the wives of their adopted sons, when the latter have dissolved with the necessary (formality) (their marriage) with them. And Allah’s command must be fulfilled.(33/37). This solved the matter as Zaynab became under the protection of the Prophet and put an end to the Arab custom according to which said: “The adoptive father cannot marry the wife of the former’s ex-wife”.

4) To marry women of hostile tribes with a view to converting them to Islam: Juwairiya, Ummu Habiba, Safiyya, Mary the Egyptian, and his last wife, Maymuna.

Juwairiya

Widowed daughter of the hostile tribe of Banu al-Mustalik was the wife of the Prophet. She was taken prisoner of war, but instead of making her a mere concubine, the Prophet thought it better to take her to wife. This led the rest of the hostile tribe to be converted into Islam.

Ummu Habiba

Daughter of Abu Sufyan, archenemy of Muhammad, leader of the Meccan polytheists and commander-in-chief of the Meccan army, was the 9th wife of Abu Sufyan. In spite of his father’s opposition, she had been, along with Jahsh, among the first converts and immigrated to Abyssinia, her husband had been converted into Christianity and died soon after. Ummu Habiba, who had one child from her first marriage, had remained devoted to the cause of Islam and refused to return to her homeland, where her father ruled. As a token of gratitude for her behavior, when God’s Messenger, had proposed her marriage through the good offices of Nejasi, the king of Abyssinia, she was in the seventh heaven. That was the greatest reward for a Muslim woman. It may be that Allah will grant love (and friendship) between you and those whom ye (now) hold as enemies. For Allah has power (over all things); and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (60/7)

Safiyya

The tenth wife of the Prophet; a Jewish girl from Khaybar. Her husband had fallen in the field during the Khaybar campaign between the Muslims and the Jewish people. She was taken prisoner and was entrusted with Muhammad as spoil of war. God’s Messenger told her that if she so wished might go back to her country, or else, were she be willing to convert into Islam, she might remain and be his wife, to which she consented. This act had served many Jewish people to embrace Islam.

Mary, the Egyptian

The eleventh wife of the Prophet. She was sent as a gift by Mukavkis, the Egyptian King. The Prophet made her his lawful wife. This marriage created close ties with the Egyptians, a great many of them being converted into Islam.

Maymuna

The Prophet’s twelfth and last wife. The objective of the Prophet was to obliterate heathenism in Mecca. Maymuna, a widow had eights sisters married to prominent and influential personages of pagan tribes. The marriage in question served to reduce the prevalent tension reigning between the Muslims and the Meccan people.

God’s messenger, who was 53 when his first wife passed away, married up to his 62nd year mostly widows with children. Had his intention been lascivious, she would certainly have preferred to marry young and beautiful maidens. But his later marriages had been under the guidance of the revelations he received and the purpose cited above.

SPOUSES PROMISED BLISSFUL AFTERLIFE

The abode of the Prophet was far from being a palace. His small house consisted of cramped rooms and a masjid far from being spacious. The walls were of adobes, the roof was thatched with branches of palm trees topped with a kilim to prevent any leak of rain water. The wives were far from enjoying the luxury of worldly gifts as they were cooped up in narrow spaces and hardly had anything more than they needed. The Prophet preferred to distribute his acquisitions among his people and led a modest life. This privation was shared by his wives and children. Although the wives who had had a life of abundance in their past made complaints, at frequent intervals, but this had not changed in the least the Prophet’s policy devoted to his Creator. God addressed to the Prophet’s wives in the following words: O Prophet! Say to thy Consorts: "If it be that ye desire the life of this World, and its glitter,- then come! I will provide for your enjoyment and set you free in a handsome manner.  But if ye seek Allah and His Messenger, and the Home of the Hereafter, verily Allah has prepared for the well-doers amongst you a great reward. (33/28-29) It had occurred to none of the consorts to separate from Muhammad. In their penury, they enjoyed the bliss of being contributors to the spread of Islam. They were not only the consorts of God’s Messenger, but also the mothers of future Muslims. The Prophet is closer to the Believers than their own selves, and his wives are their mothers. (33/6) O Consorts of the Prophet! Ye are not like any of the (other) women… (33/32) Nor is it right for you that ye should annoy Allah’s Messenger, or that ye should marry his widows after him at any time. Truly such a thing is in Allah’s sight an enormity. (33/53).

(See Islam Peygamberi, Prof Dr. Muhammed Hamidullah; Asr-ı Saadetin Büyük Kadınları, Prof. Dr. Yaşar Nuri Öztürk; Islam’da Kadın ve Aile, Prof Dr. Hayrettin Karaman)

MARRYING MORE THAN ONE WOMAN

If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly with the orphans, Marry women of your choice, Two or three or four; but if ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly (with them), then only one, or (a captive) that your right hands possess, that will be more suitable, to prevent you from doing injustice. (4/3)

The Qur’an stresses the protection of the rights of the orphaned progeny. However, marrying girls whose parents had died should be the outcome of love and affection, not for their wealth, since this will eventually cause grief and injustice. If you fear that you cannot deal with them in justice, than avoid marrying them, and choose for spouses other marriageable women up to a maximum number of 4.

The female population compared to male one was considerably greater. For instance under Pharaoh, boys were decimated while girls survived. (See 7/141). The number of male population increased in that community. During the pre-Islamic times the underdeveloped Arab tribes owed their existence to muscular strength, and as they often came into conflict with each other, the number of male population marked a decline. On the other hand, girls underrated were buried alive as soon as they saw the light of day. (See 16/58-59)

In the wake of the World War II, there had been a considerable disproportion between male and female population as the major part of men had been killed in the war. Only after a lapse of two or three generations was this disproportion redressed. In the Philippines there still is an imbalance on that account for genetic problems; the proportion is three women to one man.

Today as the mortality of male population is considerably greater due to the stressful working life; the number of widows is on the increase. On the other hand, woman is acknowledged scientific researches to be sturdier than man; therefore, she outlives him by ten years approximately. Under such circumstances man is allowed to marry more than one woman according to the Qur’an.

MONOGAMY IS PREFERRED

If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly with the orphans, Marry women of your choice, Two or three or four; but if ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly (with them), then only one, or (a captive) that your right hands possess, that will be more suitable, to prevent you from doing injustice. (4/3)

In pre-Islamic times, there was no limit to the number of women a man would marry. Bitter jealousy between wives was rampant. The Qur’an’s approach to polygamy was not radical. It had to take into consideration the reduced number of male population killed in the battlefield. Muhammad tried to find a remedy for this by marrying the widows whose husbands had fallen; this policy he adopted would also help him to spread the religion.

Before transition to monogamy, the Qur’an preferred a soft landing and limited the number of marriageable women to four: Unless absolutely necessary, it was loath to see the spread of polygamy; as a matter of fact, by imposition of grave stipulations it made it difficult. The just treatment between wives involved equal enjoyment of such facilities as clothing, nourishment, sexual contacts, nice behavior and words. By the verse … Allah has not made for any man two hearts in his (one) body: (33/4) Ye are never able to be fair and just as between women, even if it is your ardent desire But turn not away (from a woman) altogether, so as to leave her (as it were) hanging (in the air). … (4/129)

Unless one was able to realize all these stipulations, one should be content with one spouse only. This would be the ideal marriage putting an end to marital squabbles.

MARRIAGE ACCORDING TO SUNNA

The Prophet married Khadija, a widow of 40, when he was but 25, and he remained faithful to her. In the course of their 25 years of marriage they had 6 children. Only after she died, his devotion to her memory refrained from marrying anyone else for three years. In his 53rd year he did marry in line with the injunctions of the Qur’anic revelations having in view to spread Islam.

The Prophet married his daughter Fatma to Ali, his nephew, one of the first male converts. He did not allow him to marry a second wife. Except for the requirement of his divine mission he remained faithful to the idea of monogamy.

WHY NOT POLYANDRY?

There is the type of man whose speech about this world's life May dazzle thee, and he calls Allah to witness about what is in his heart; yet is he the most contentious of enemies. When he turns his back, His aim everywhere is to spread mischief through the earth and destroy crops and cattle. But Allah loveth not mischief. (2/204-205)

1) Blood relationship. The progeny’s parents should be known. In case of polyandry this is not possible, let alone it is medically ill-advised.

2)  Heritage. Polyandry would give rise to infinite problems in the partition of the legacy. Not to mention the parental love of children which a must in their sound development.

3) The number of female population is higher in the world.

COVERING
An honest, virtuous and law-abiding community is the objective the Qur’an is aiming at. It warns both sexes to cover their nakedness. Control your looks and cover yourselves up to preserve your chastity. The Qur’an foresaw the covering up the nakedness of women both to enable them to protect their own chastity and to avoid men’s being tempted by them and enabling them to remain protected. Otherwise in terms of human values both sexes enjoy the same rights. The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise. (9/71)

God wants that the men and women He created be clad and wear neat attractive clothes fitting their nature. They must not appear in shabby and dowdy garbs. Covering, mentioned only twice in the Qur’an, has been exaggerated to the point of being considered as the most important tenet of Islam. Yet, the garb in which a Muslim can and should wear in the path that leads to the Almighty, must be the garb of devotion and righteousness. O ye Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your shame, as well as to be an adornment to you. But the raiment of righteousness,- that is the best. (7/26)

ATTRACTIVENESS OF WOMEN

Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women and sons; Heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (To return to). (3/14)

Passion for women and worldly gifts are innate in man. Woman is the complementary and integral part of man. She is meant to satisfy the sexual desires of man and to bear him children. She is instrumental in perpetuating the human kind. However, if one transgresses the limits set to desires lest they stray from the right path designed for him in the Qur’an, man becomes a slave to devilish tendencies that will lead him eventually to well-earned punishment.

CHASTITY

Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: And Allah is well acquainted with all that they do. And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty except to their husbands, their fathers, their husband's fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons, their brothers or their brothers' sons, or their sisters' sons, or their women, or the slaves whom their right hands possess, or male servants free of physical needs, or small children who have no sense of the shame of sex; and that they should not strike their feet in order to draw attention to their hidden ornaments. And O ye Believers! Turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss. (24/30-31)

As the verse indicates the men were the first to be admonished as regards self-control. For men covering is enjoined from their waist down to their knee caps, while for women parts of the body to be covered are a bit of wider scope.

Chastity is imposed both to men and to women, the former having priority. The Qur’an cites the parable of Joseph for men expected to safeguard the family ties. Joseph had been thrown into a well by his brothers out of jealousy. He was discovered by caravan traders who sold him to Aziz, a wealthy tradesman in Egypt. The man in Egypt who bought him, said to his wife: "Make his stay (among us) honorable: may be he will bring us much good, or we shall adopt him as a son."… (12/21) Joseph made the best of the opportunities he had been granted. The landlady fell in love with Joseph who was exceptionally handsome. And (with passion) did she desire him, and he would have desired her, but that he saw the evidence of his Lord: thus (did We order) that We might turn away from him (all) evil and shameful deeds: for he was one of Our servants, sincere and purified. (12/24)

Joseph had not betrayed his master despite his intense desire for the latter’s spouse. . She said: "There before you is the man about whom ye did blame me! I did seek to seduce him from his (true) self but he did firmly save himself guiltless!....and now, if he doth not my bidding, he shall certainly be cast into prison, and (what is more) be of the company of the vilest!" He said: "O my Lord! The prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me: Unless Thou turn away their snare from me, I should (in my youthful folly) feel inclined towards them and join the ranks of the ignorant." (12/32-33)

Joseph had preferred incarceration rather than yielding to the entreaties of the woman, and his innocence was proved after a few years when he was acquitted from the charge.

The important moral and spiritual lesson one should draw from this is the preservation of chastity by self-control and not mere covering of one’s private parts.

Women should keep their modesty and not tempt men with their behavior, clothing and looks. O Consorts of the Prophet! Ye are not like any of the (other) women: if ye do fear ((Allah)), be not too complacent of speech, lest one in whose heart is a disease should be moved with desire: but speak ye a speech (that is) just. And stay quietly in your houses, and make not a dazzling display, like that of the former Times of Ignorance;…(33/32-33)

Women should take care not to be an instrument of seduction but a good spouse and a loving mother. Extramarital relations and adultery shatter families and shake the very foundations of a community. This holds true both for male and female population of a society. Let no man guilty of adultery or fornication marry and but a woman similarly guilty, (24/3)

God has rewards for chaste persons ... for men and women who guard their chastity, and for men and women who engage much in Allah’s praise,- for them has Allah prepared forgiveness and great reward (33/35)

BEAUTIES SHOULD NOT BE EXPOSED

And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty except to their husbands, their fathers, their husband's fathers, their sons, their husbands' sons, their brothers or their brothers' sons, or their sisters' sons, or their women, or the slaves whom their right hands possess, or male servants free of physical needs, or small children who have no sense of the shame of sex; and that they should not strike their feet in order to draw attention to their hidden ornaments. And O ye Believers! Turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss. (24/31)

Covering for women: in addition to the covering of their private parts, they should veil their bosoms (the latter not being enjoined for men); in other words, those parts which are likely to attract men (which are not stated explicitly in the Qur’an). Scholars have agreed on the parts allowed to be exposed when washing during the ablution; i.e. feet up to the ankles, hands up to the elbows, faces and head anointed with water. As regards women the words ‘should not display their beauty and ornaments’ are commented as subject to variations according to the climatic conditions and customs and usage.

The Arabic word hımar has a wide range of meanings. Hımar is the singular form of humur and corresponds to all sorts of covers that veil things: in the above verse it is supposed to have reference to the headscarf used both by men and women to cover their heads. We must remember that in Arabia, where the sun was scorching, the use of a headgear was absolutely necessary. On the other hand, the headscarf used by women has a name different from hımar, namely mikna and nasıfy. (See Prof.Dr.Zekeriya Beyaz-Islam ve Giyim Kuşam-Say 280-283)

There is no clear indication for covering the hair. Had it been so, the meaning would have been made explicit. What is more, hair as such is not sexually tempting. What is explicit about covering for women is her bosom, including perhaps the ornaments around the neck.

The Qur’an who advises both men and women to lower their gaze and guard their modesty, is more explicit about the latter’s garments. This would not only preserve their chastity but also avoid their tempting others as well.

COVERING ACCORDING TO SUNNA

According to certain traditions reported by Bukhari, Abu Davud and Nasai, men and women performed their ablutions during the lifetime of the Prophet by dipping their hands in the same receptacle. In the work of Abu Davud it is reported that both men and women did so. It follows therefore arms up to the elbows, feet, faces and the part of the head to be anointed with water were allowed to be exposed. However, if one chose to cover these parts should be regarded praiseworthy, but those who chose to do otherwise should not be looked at askance. (See Prof.Dr.Yaşar Nuri Öztürk Kur’andaki Islam- pp 615-616)

UNFAIR EXAGGERATION

Those who gave undue importance to covering and using headscarf disregard the rules that form the backbone of Islam. There are but two verses in the Qur’an related to covering, while righteousness and devotion are stressed at every turn. Only the righteous and the pious shall be among the chosen. O ye Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your shame, as well as to be an adornment to you. But the raiment of righteousness,- that is the best. Such are among the Signs of Allah, that they may receive admonition! (7/26)

CONCLUSION

The parts that are allowed to be exposed for women as follows: Feet up to the ankles, face and head, in other words, the parts required to be washed during the ablution; this being subject to variations depending on the climate and local customs. The people who interpret the word hımar as headscarf should not be censured though. This problem must be solved once for all by a decision to be made by a Religious Council to be formed.

COVERING IN THE BIBLE

And the priest shall set the woman before the LORD, and uncover the woman's head, and put the offering of memorial in her hands, which is the jealousy offering: and the priest shall have in his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse (Numbers 5/18)

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. For she had said unto the servant, what man is this that walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant had said, It is my master: therefore she took a veil, and covered herself.(24/64-65)

A great many verses in the Bible speak of covering of women. There have been a variety of covers and veils. The Talmud enjoins women to cover their hair in the presence of male strangers, not to go out without covering her hair. The women are advised not to speak loudly lest their voice be heard by men, not to behave lasciviously in the presence of men. She must spruce up only for their husbands.

For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be covered (1 Corinthians 11/6)

For the man is not of the woman: but the woman of the man. For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels. Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered. (1 Corinthians 11/8,10,13)
In the Letters of St.Paul there are references to the covering of women’s hairs. St.Paul had come off with flying colors, in the controversies between him and the Nazarene Christians. His victory marks also the dawn of priestesses who were careful not to show even a single hair of their head. This custom has come down to our day. Although, in Islamic communities headscarf has been used by women to cover their heads, there is no mention whatsoever of a prohibition to expose part of her hair. The ‘turban’ that covers the entirety of the head is a fashion borrowed from Christianity.

OPINIONS ABOUT COVERING

The commandment in Surah 24 does not refer to the head but to the bosom, to the bosom and the ornaments on it. Ornaments cannot connote the entire body as there is no other verse implying this.

Washing during ablution is restricted to the part of the body exposed to open air; namely, hands, arms and head, in particular. During the Prophet’s times, ablution was jointly performed by men and women, to wit, they benefited from the same receptacle containing water. There is no mention that this was either before or after the commandment regarding the veiling of women. Both the Qur’an and the sunna point to the fact that the parts to be washed during ablution are not supposed to be covered.  In a nutshell, A Muslim woman, under normal conditions, is free to leave exposed those part of her body that are washed during the ablution, depending, of course, on the time, working conditions and on climatic and geographical data. (See Prof. Dr. Yaşar Nuri Öztürk- Islam nasıl yozlaştırıldı, pp 358-362)

The verses of Surah 24 and those prior to it were revealed in connection with the slander incident about Aisha’s chastity. Before reaching a verdict, it would have been more to the point to take into consideration other relevant verses; namely, the believing female population had been warned to cover their ornaments lest they be stolen or envied. However, no such inference being made, wrong deductions had been made.

In none of the verse is it explicitly told that the head has to be covered. There is not any mention of the head. Even though in Arabic the words humur and hımar may mean headscarf, it does not follows that it should be made use of in one way or another to cover the hair of the woman. What is explicitly said in the Qur’an is the protection of the ornaments around  one’s neck and on one’s bosom.

Surah 24 /31 should be interpreted according to the letter of the commandment, namely: … . And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty except….

(See Prof.Dr. Zekeriya Beyaz, Islam ve Giyim Kuşam, pp: 267-302)

The part of a woman considered to be as ornament may be defined as follows: The breasts, the part between the waist and the breasts and the part on her back between the neck and the waist. Other parts of relevance which may be left exposed to the looks of men are faces, feet and hands and arms up to the ankles and the leg between the feet and the knee cap.

In the Surah 24 no point has been set to the exposition of one’s hair. Had it been otherwise, the hair would have been mentioned. However, although there is no obligation for women to cover their heads, she must be free to cover it or leave it exposed to view, if, of course, if the government is a democratic one.

WOMEN’S WEARING CLOAKS

O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and the believing women, that they should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most convenient, that they should be known (as such) and not molested (33/59)

The ‘believing women’ mentioned are the free Muslim women who were not concubines. In pre-Islamic times, frequent armed conflicts took place between tribes. The war prisoners became slaves who could be sold as chattels. Moreover, the houses of Arabs did not contain bathrooms within the premises. Women as well as men had to go outside to answer nature’s call. The people harassed them and when called to account they argued that they though them concubines. The verse was revealed in this connection. Whereupon, in order to tell the concubines apart from the decent class of women it was decreed that the believing women wore jilbab (loose cloak). This did not imply that the entire body of woman, as well as her head, should be covered. This verse was revealed as a transitory measure. Considering that there is no more concubinage, the verse has no longer validity. 

Today the slavery has been abolished and the State enjoys unqualified authority over all its subjects. Women nowadays can go out without having to put on jilbabs.

CLIMACTERIC 

Such elderly women as are past the prospect of marriage,- there is no blame on them if they lay aside their (outer) garments, provided they make not a wanton display of their beauty: but it is best for them to be modest: and Allah is One Who sees and knows all things (24/60)

Covering is not enjoined on women past the menopause. Nevertheless, they must take care not to behave seductively.

Many of our elderly ladies past the menopause who go on pilgrimage cover themselves upon their return in an exaggerated manner just because they don’t know this verse.

EXTREMISM

What! have they partners (in godhead), who have established for them some religion without the permission of Allah… (42/21)
Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due?... (39/3)

Religion originates solely from God. Prophets have been given the charge of communicating God’s religion. Things that are not contained in the Qur’an cannot be turned into God’s commandments. Such people act like attributing partners to God. One wonders why the Islamic countries chose to cover themselves while there is no such obligation. The reason should be sought in the structure of the communities in question. The system of polygamy and of concubinage led males to compel their spouses to connive at their husbands illicit sexual relations, persuading them that this was prescribed by religion.

POLYGAMY

During the pre-Islamic times among the Arabic tribes polygamy was rampant. Strength was paramount. Women were considered an inferior class. A man might take as many women as he liked, 10-15, etc. While the husband could divorce them with a single word: “I divorce you!’

Islam put a limit to the number of women a man could take to wife and with reservations at that. The right thing was monogamy. Yet, after the death of Muhammad, polygamy, expected to turn in monogamy, became the rule. The protest of the first spouses was tried to be smothered by exaggerated covering and cooping them up within the four walls of the house.

CONCUBINAGE

In pre-Islamic times in Arabia slavery and concubinage were established institutions. Abolition of these institutions was practically impossible. The Qur’an made admonitions: But force not your maids to prostitution when they desire chastity, in order that ye may make a gain in the goods of this life. But if anyone compels them, yet, after such compulsion, is Allah, Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (to them), (24/33) Nevertheless, much against anticipations regarding the abolition of slavery, after the death of the Prophet, infinite number of war prisoners taken during the wars waged to spread Islam by the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates were converted into slaves and concubines. These were not free people, they were bought and sold like chattel. The concubines were expected to satisfy the sexual needs of their masters. This state of affairs created untold of restlessness among the lawfully married spouses who often abandoned their homes to go and live with their parents, their sexual instincts doomed to be mortified. The covering whose objective was to deaden the sexual instincts of decent married women gained more and more ground. 

Who were responsible for these developments? Lascivious statesmen deprived of all culture and religious feelings, the wealthy for whom money was something to be worshiped like an idol and pseudo clerics. In unison, they imposed moral and spiritual laws prohibiting women’s enjoyment of their liberty. It is a sad thing to note that certain verses in the Qur’an were misinterpreted. An infinite number of traditions were made up related to the clothing of women; the entire body of woman came to be taken for an ornament that must be clothed. Subjective interpretations and decrees led to a chaotic state of the community. (See Prof. Dr. Zekeriya Beyaz- Islam ve Giyim Kuşam pp 230-240) Certain Islamic countries remained undeveloped as they kept women away from office work.

SPRUCE!

O Children of Adam! wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer: eat and drink: But waste not by excess, for Allah loveth not the wasters. Say: Who hath forbidden the beautiful (gifts) of Allah, which He hath produced for His servants, and the things, clean and pure, (which He hath provided) for sustenance? Say: They are, in the life of this world, for those who believe, (and) purely for them on the Day of Judgment. Thus do We explain the signs in detail for those who understand. (7/31-32)

O ye Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your shame, as well as to be an adornment to you. But the raiment of righteousness,- that is the best. Such are among the Signs of Allah, that they may receive admonition! (7/26)
We have indeed created man in the best of moulds (95/4)

God desires that men make smart before they go to the mosque to pray. Cleanliness and smartness are two basic rules.

Given the fact that there is no explicit commandment related to the clothing of men and women, one should, within the limits foreseen under 24/30-31, adopt the best attire that one thinks that befits one in accordance with the prevailing customs and usage of the locality. Women must see to it that they do not spruce in a manner to attract men and inspire them sexual feelings. Every country has its own clothes, it behooves a man to be smart but not ostensibly clad.

Outdoor overgarment that women wear covering her entire silhouette has no foundation in religion. 

TAKWA RAIMENT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

Takwa; faced with the incommunicable mystery, the Qur’an demands of the believer, in respect of God, reverent fear and, at the same time, piety, the act of which is the same as the act of reverent fear. Takwa means resigning to the Creator, having devoted himself to Him in every respect. To endear oneself to God one should do one’s best to do whatever He commands and to emulate Muhammad in prayer and behavior are the main expectations. Individuals who act so purify themselves from sins that they may have committed and having put on he ends up by attaining perfection: O ye Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your shame, as well as to be an adornment to you. But the raiment of righteousness,- that is the best.(7/26) Those clad in the raiment of righteousness are the favorites of God who will place them in paradise…. Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you…. (49/3) and Those who believe and (constantly) guard against evil;- (10/63). The path that leads to God consists then of a) Belief in God and b) Takwa.
A)BELIEF IN GOD

… But Allah has endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your hearts, and He has made hateful to you Unbelief, wickedness … (49/7)
Feeling of love based on faith, intuition and perception is a sentiment that has no parallel. The secret of belief in God innate in man connotes loving the Almighty Creator with thankfulness and gratitude. It is made manifest by the kindling in one’s heart of that fire within one’s heart and made whole by a reciprocal action inspired by God. No soul can believe, except by the will of Allah,…(10/100) The faith in a man is first kindled therefore in his heart innate in him which enables him to know His Lord. Once the faith ,is made firm, the process of salvation begins. For, Believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a tremor in their hearts, and when they hear His signs rehearsed, find their faith strengthened, and put (all) their trust in their Lord; (8/2) The faith one has been blessed with should express it verbally: It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards east or West; but it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity; to fulfill the contracts which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the Allah.fearing. (2/177)

B)TAKWA
… But the raiment of righteousness,- that is the best… (7/26)

What are the prerequisites of righteousness?  Purification of one’s soul through laudable acts and deeds is by performance of regular prayers, keeping fast, giving alms, and sharing one’s surplus of assets with others, forgiveness of others’ shortcomings, resignedness, benevolence, justice, fulfillment of promises and covenants area man’s assets as enumerated in the Qur’an.

Believers must know at all cost the above requirement and duly perform them. So fear Allah as much as ye can; listen and obey and spend in charity for the benefit of your own soul and those saved from the covetousness of their own souls,- they are the ones that achieve prosperity. (64/16) This is the path of purification, striping one’s Self of evil tendencies which are attributing partners to God, wrongdoing, covering up truth, lust, idolize one’s desires, mockery, gossiping, skepticism, arrogance, profligacy, jealousy, treachery, wrath, hatred, etc. Two conflicting forces are innate in man: namely, positive forces whose origin is the soul and the angels and negative forces whose origin lies in the self and Satan. … men's souls are swayed by greed… It is evident that the positive forces, in other words the divine attributes and the evil representing the negative forces cannot coexist. An individual gets rid of his evil tendencies as he progresses in the path of takwa. The evil tendencies will remain with man unless he progresses in the path drawn by God, to achieve eventually perfection. (To the righteous soul will be said:) "O (thou) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction. “Come back thou to thy Lord, well pleased (thyself) and well-pleasing unto Him! “Enter thou, then, among my Devotees! Yea, enter thou My Heaven!” (89/27-30) The garb of righteousness consists of about 10 divine attributes
1) INFAK, MAINTAINING OTHER PEOPLE AND DISPLAY OF AFFECTION


Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; … (3/134)

As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs, And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the right of the (needy,) him who asked, and him who (for some reason) was prevented (from asking). (51/15-19)

Infak, sharing one’s assets to maintain other people: this aims at the welfare of humanity. It is incumbent upon everyone without any discrimination between the poor and the rich. It is the expression of the individual’s love for God, of his reliance on and resignation to Him. Saying of beautiful words is also considered as a gesture of generosity. To display a smiling countenance, to console a person grieved, to make a visit to the sick are also acts of benevolence. Alms, tithes and such other aids are among the charitable deeds whose quantities are preset, while infak has no limits. By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that which ye love; and whatever ye give, of a truth Allah knoweth it well. (3/92) God stresses that giving would not decrease but increase one’s assets. Say: "Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the Sustenance to such of his servants as He pleases: and nothing do ye spend in the least (in His cause) but He replaces it: for He is the Best of those who grant Sustenance. (34/39) Who should be the receiver of the charity? They ask thee what they should spend (In charity). Say: Whatever ye spend that is good, is for parents and kindred and orphans and those in want and for wayfarers. And whatever ye do that is good, -(Allah) knoweth it well. (2/215)

Benevolence. This is kindly disposition to do good and promote the welfare of others. Benevolence also is a kind of infak. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and they hasten (in emulation) in (all) good works: They are in the ranks of the righteous. Of the good that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knoweth well those that do right. (3/114-115) Helping one’s own fellow beings is a service rendered to God. Philanthropy, charitable deeds, to feed the hungry, to marry off people, to extend capitals, to work for the Red Crescent or the Red Cross, to write edifying books and to make scientific researches must be considered humanitarian acts.

Eleemosynary: to be given to eleemosynary activities is highly laudable in the sight of God. For instance, a medical doctor who practices his profession not for money but for the mere sake of humanity, a teacher who educates his students without waiting for any material reward in return, a president, an MP or mayor whose main ideal is to serve the welfare of his people are among the philanthropists. . Those who have faith and do righteous deeds,- they are the best of creatures. Their reward is with Allah. Gardens of Eternity, beneath which rivers flow; they will dwell therein for ever; Allah well pleased with them, and they with Him: all this for such as fear their Lord and Cherisher. 
Industry: The above acts require systematic labor especially for the creation of value. Therefore, when thou art free (from thine immediate task), still labor hard; And to thy Lord turn (all) thy attention. (94/7-8) That man can have nothing but what he strives for; That (the fruit of) his striving will soon come in sight:  Then will he be rewarded with a reward complete; (53/39-41) Sloth is banned in Islam…."Work (righteousness): Soon will Allah observe your work,… (9/105)

Love for the created: . Ah! ye are those who love them, but they love you not,- (3/119) Human beings and the creatures are the result of the blending of God’s attributes. Whatever is created has a raison d’être. Affection and sympathy must be shown to all living beings as well as to plants and animals and to whatever created that come within our ken or not. Yunus Emre, our mystic poet said: “I love the created because I love the Creator.”
2)SALAT (PRAYER)

… to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity … (2/177)

… For such prayers are enjoined on believers at stated times… (4/103)

Salat, the ritual prayer is the fundamental adoration act. It is the commandment of God. Every Muslim praises while praying his Creator who has granted him infinite number of gifts. Ritual prayer keeps one fit, as it is performed by bodily movements. It makes one psychologically sound and keeps him away from all ills and satanic tendencies. The salat calls for absolute devotional behavior. Once this duty has been performed, the man feels refreshened and his evil inclinations are transformed into their contraries. Pride, the greatest sin of man disappears while prostrating during the prayer. Salat is the miraj (ascension to heaven) of the believer, says one of the traditions of the Prophet. The aim of salat is communication with the Almighty. Verily, I am Allah. There is no god but I: So serve thou Me (only), and establish regular prayer for celebrating My praise. (20/14)

Remembering God. As salat is performed at the appointed hours of the day, God is remembered throughout the day. Recite what is sent of the Book by inspiration to thee, and establish regular Prayer: for Prayer restrains from shameful and unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah is the greatest (thing in life) without doubt. And Allah knows the (deeds) that ye do. Another way to remember god is recitation of the Qur’an. To read the Qur’an in its translation is preferable since one will understand it better than in its original Arabic tongue. And do thou (O reader!) Bring thy Lord to remembrance in thy (very) soul, with humility and in reverence, without loudness in words, in the mornings and evenings; and be not thou of those who are unheedful (7/205) The more one remembers Him the more he manifests his adoration for Him. By men whom neither traffic nor merchandise can divert from the Remembrance of Allah, nor from regular Prayer, nor from the practice of regular Charity: Their (only) fear is for the Day when hearts and eyes will be transformed (in a world wholly new),- (24/37) This is experiencing God at every moment of one’s life. Then do ye remember Me; I will remember you…. (2/152) If a man in all sincerity addresses God, He will answer to his Call. Remembering God is through reciting one or more of his names and attributes. This remembering may also be tacitly performed: … Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides,…(3/191) This act of an individual does not prevent him from carrying out hiss job. . "Those who believe, and whose hearts find satisfaction in the remembrance of Allah. for without doubt in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find satisfaction. (13/28) God is nearer to us than our jugular vein.

3)ALMS 

… to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity; (2/177)

… Of their goods, take alms, that so thou mightest purify and sanctify them; (9/103)

Zakat is an obligatory tax required of Muslims, one of the five Pillars of Islam. The zakat is levied on five categories of property—food grains; fruit; camels, cattle, sheep, and goats; gold and silver; and movable goods—and is payable each year after one year's possession. The tax levy required by religious law varies with the category. Recipients of the zakat include the poor and needy, the collectors themselves, and “those whose hearts it is necessary to conciliate”—e.g., discordant tribesmen, debtors, volunteers in jihad (holy war), and pilgrims. . And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the right of the (needy,) him who asked, and him who (for some reason) was prevented (from asking). (51/19) This act of philanthropy is also a sort of purification. The barrier between the wealthy and the poor will thus be obliterated and a mutual affection will dawn. Zakat is one fortieth of the savings after tax. Zakat and infak differ in that the former is obligatory, a kind of revenue tax, while the latter is freely given both by the wealthy and the poor according to their means the amount of which not being prescribed.

Giving of Zakat does not cause a decrease in one’s assets; quite the reverse, it increases one’s income. That which ye lay out for increase through the property of (other) people, will have no increase with Allah. but that which ye lay out for charity, seeking the Countenance of Allah, (will increase): it is these who will get a recompense multiplied. (30/39) Islam is not against wealth as such made by one’s labor. However, a person of means must share a portion of his revenue so that he may lawfully enjoy the rest. To incite people to work God has endowed man with the will to work for material gain. Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women and sons; Heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (To return to). (3/14) If love for money is not bridled it will invade the entire man and smother him in the end. O ye who believe! there are indeed many among the priests and anchorites, who in Falsehood devour the substance of men and hinder (them) from the way of Allah. And there are those who bury gold and silver and spend it not in the way of Allah. announce unto them a most grievous penalty- (9/34)

Who are the recipients of zakat? Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed to administer the (funds); for those whose hearts have been (recently) reconciled (to Truth); for those in bondage and in debt; in the cause of Allah. and for the wayfarer: (thus is it) ordained by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom. (9/60) Parents, spouses and children are not supposed to be recipients of zakat.

4)Magnanimity

Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,-Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men;- for Allah loves those who do good;- (3/134-135)

Asking forgiveness is supplication to God. The Qur’an warns that an individual who has sinned should immediately ask fort pardon lest it becomes a habit with him. When those come to thee who believe in Our signs, Say: "Peace be on you: Your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) mercy: verily, if any of you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter repented, and amend (his conduct), lo! He is Oft- forgiving, Most Merciful. (6/54) A man must be conscious of the fact that his act is sinful; as soon as he feels that he should be penitent and ask God to pardon his sin in all humility. … And those who do not desist are (indeed) doing wrong…(49/11) Not only the willful sinners but those who my have committed sins unknowingly should also ask for God’s pardon. ... And O ye Believers! turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss… (24/31) For Allah loves those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those who keep themselves pure and clean. (2/222) Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men;- for Allah loves those who do good;- (3/134)

A man of magnanimous heart forgives the offenses committed against him just like God who is Merciful and All Forgiving. Hold to forgiveness; command what is right;..(7/199) One should refrain from finding fault with others. The recompense for an injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): but if a person forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah. for ((Allah)) loveth not those who do wrong. (42/40)

An extraordinary example of forgiveness was shown by the Prophet when he conquered the city of Mecca. He had forgiven all the prisoners he had taken and pardoned Abu Sufyan leader of the Meccans and his spouse Hint who had murdered the Prophet’s uncle Hamza as well as Vahşi, Hint’s triggerman. It is part of the Mercy of Allah that thou dost deal gently with them Wert thou severe or harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from about thee: so pass over (Their faults), and ask for ((Allah)'s) forgiveness for them; and consult them in affairs (of moment). Then, when thou hast taken a decision put thy trust in Allah. For Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him). (3/159)

5) Patience

… and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity… (2/177)

… So persevere patiently: for the End is for those who are righteous… (11/49)

Patience is the capacity or habit of enduring evil, adversity, or pain with fortitude. A person afflicted with suffering should endure it believing that it is God’s work. One of the beautiful names of God is The Patient. … And Allah Loves those who are firm and steadfast…(3/146) … for Allah is with those who patiently persevere. (2/153) The believer is he who knows beforehand God will interfere in the end. . Follow thou the inspiration sent unto thee, and be patient and constant, till Allah do decide: for He is the best to decide.  (10/109) Man is pre-destined to go through afflictions, if he endures them in resignation he will have gained God’s favor. Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal selves; and ye shall certainly Hear much that will grieve you, from those who received the Book before you and from those who worship many gods. But if ye persevere patiently, and guard against evil,-then that will be a determining factor in all affairs. (3/186) The individual resigned to God enjoys both bliss and affliction in the same vein, as he knows that they originate from God. Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our return":- (2/156) and O ye who believe! seek help with patient perseverance and prayer; for Allah is with those who patiently persevere. (2/153)

Patience implies also the quality or state of being resigned, submission and acquiescence. The believers must formulate their decisions according to the basic principles of the Qur’an; the outcome of their attempts will be decided by God. But follow that which comes to thee by inspiration from thy Lord: for Allah is well acquainted with (all) that ye do. And put thy trust in Allah, and enough is Allah as a disposer of affairs. (33/2-3) … Then, when thou hast Taken a decision put thy trust in Allah For Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him). … (3/159)

6)FASTING
O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that ye may (learn) self-restraint,- (2/183)

Fasting is a kind of prayer that involves eating and drinking nothing from early dawn till sunset, nor can one engage in sexual relations during this space of time. This makes a man master of oneself and strengthens his will. It lasts for the whole month of Ramadan. It is one of the five main tenets of Islam. Ramadhan is the (month) in which was sent down the Qur'an, as a guide to mankind, also clear (Signs) for guidance and judgment (Between right and wrong). So every one of you who is present (at his home) during that month should spend it in fasting, but if any one is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed period (Should be made up) by days later. Allah intends every facility for you; He does not want to put to difficulties. (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period, and to glorify Him in that He has guided you; and perchance ye shall be grateful. (2/185) The first verses of the Qur’an had been revealed in the course of this month, quite probably on one of days of the last week. Ramadan is the month during which Muslims pray. Recite the Qur’an pays alms etc. . (Fasting) for a fixed number of days; but if any of you is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed number (Should be made up) from days later. For those who can do it (With hardship), is a ransom, the feeding of one that is indigent. But he that will give more, of his own free will,- it is better for him. And it is better for you that ye fast, if ye only knew. (2/184)

This should not be conceived as a mortification of an ascetic. It is a self-discipline. Patience is built up by this exercise and the will become indomitable. No need to say this should not be an occasion of ostentation and exhibitionism. The poor will benefit of the generosity of the wealthier. It is the time when human relations become firmer. Not to mention the good that this will do to one’s health, namely to the digestive system.

7) BENEFICENCE

As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs, Taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, because, before then, they lived a good life. (51/15-16)

Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,- (3/133-134)

The beneficent is he who does good to others without waiting anything in return. . And spend of your substance in the cause of Allah, and make not your own hands contribute to (your) destruction; but do good; for Allah loveth those who do good. (2/195) The beneficent reflects divine attributes. The beneficent is the blissful servant that has been favored by God. But seek, with the (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on thee, the Home of the Hereafter, nor forget thy portion in this world: but do thou good, as Allah has been good to thee, and seek not (occasions for) mischief in the land: for Allah loves not those who do mischief." (28/77) While conversing individuals are recommended to use beautiful words. Allah loveth not that evil should be noised abroad in public speech, except where injustice hath been done; for Allah is He who heareth and knoweth all things. (4/148)

The Qur’an explicitly decrees that individuals should act affectionately towards their fellow beings and refrain from behaving badly toward them. . Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: They are the ones to attain felicity. (3/104) Admonitions  must also be carried out gently. Nor can goodness and Evil be equal. Repel (Evil) with what is better: Then will he between whom and thee was hatred become as it were thy friend and intimate! (41/34) One can observe that God’s retaliation of a bad action is not always through wrath but leniency. He that doeth good shall have ten times as much to his credit: He that doeth evil shall only be recompensed according to his evil: no wrong shall be done unto (any of) them. (6/160)

b) Agreements must be kept


… to fulfill the contracts which ye have made; and to be firm and patient,.. (2/177)

… O ye who believe! fulfill (all) obligations (5/1)

Words given, contracts, agreements and treaties must be kept. This is the only way to keep peace. One’s going back on his word creates strife. … "But My Promise is not within the reach of evil-doers."…(2/124) O ye who believe! Why say ye that which ye do not? Grievously odious is it in the sight of Allah that ye say that which ye do not. (61/2-3)

9) Honesty and Justice

O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do. (5/8)

Justice is the maintenance or administration of what is just: impartial adjustment of conflicting claims; the assignment of merited rewards or punishments; just treatment; behave in line with God’s commandments. To get mad at somebody or to feel dislike toward him must not deter him from being just. Nations’ perpetuity rests on justice and honesty.

No matter who the parties are no discrimination must be made between them. God is nearer to both parties than us. The parties’ wealth, social position, mercy and threatening behavior must not affect the judgment of the decision maker. O ye who believe! stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against) rich or poor: for Allah can best protect both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do justice, verily Allah is well- acquainted with all that ye do. (4/135). Man is a greedy creature. He is inclined to bribe people to get something that is not supposed to be his lot. Bribing judges is the worst kind of sins. And do not eat up your property among yourselves for vanities, nor use it as bait for the judges, with intent that ye may eat up wrongfully and knowingly a little of (other) people's property. (2/188)

10) Knowledge
And so amongst men and crawling creatures and cattle, are they of various colors. Those truly fear Allah, among His Servants, who have knowledge: for Allah is Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving. (35/28)

The word takwa also implies fear and dread of God. Both fear and love are nestled in the believer’s heart. According to the Qur’an the individuals who fear God most are the Prophets and men of learning. As for those who fear their Lord unseen, for them is Forgiveness and a great Reward.(67/12)

An act performed out of love and affection is certainly better than an act carried out in fear. The person who is well-disposed toward someone naturally does what that someone likes much better than otherwise. Scholars have likened the ambivalent mixed feeling of fear and love that the believer entertains for God as the feeling of a child for his parents. … after the knowledge which hath reached thee … (13/37)

The knowledge mentioned in the verse reaches men when communicated by Prophets to whom the revelation comes. Sources of knowledge are the books revealed, and in Islam the contents of the Qur’an. There are two sorts of knowledge; namely, the theological knowledge and the Practical knowledge. The theological knowledge is that knowledge concealed in the words of God. The laws that govern the worlds and the human beings, and the answers to such question as where have we come from and whither are we heading for belong to this category. We are to be resurrected on the Judgment Day and see truth; however, before we are resurrected our duty is to follow in the path drawn by God so that we may reach perfection and come to know God. O ye who believe! When ye are told to make room in the assemblies, (spread out and) make room: (ample) room will Allah provide for you. And when ye are told to rise up, rise up Allah will rise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who believe and who have been granted (mystic) Knowledge. And Allah is well- acquainted with all ye do. (58/11) Both men and the universe form a whole of illustration of verses which we are supposed to delve into and learn the secret hidden in them. The Qur’an has laid down the divine laws but left to men to find out the laws of His creation. "But he did lead astray a great multitude of you. Did ye not, then, understand? (36/62) The very first verse was revealed by the commandment ‘Read!” Proclaim! (or read!) in the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who created- Created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood:  Proclaim! And thy Lord is Most Bountiful,- He Who taught (the use of) the pen,- Taught man that which he knew not. (96/1-5) ‘The Book’ is one of the names of the Qur’an. Both man and the universe are Books to be read. Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders of) creation in the heavens and the earth, (With the thought): "Our Lord! not for naught Hast Thou created (all) this! Glory to Thee! Give us salvation from the penalty of the Fire. (3/191) It is knowledge that enables man to attain the heights of civilization. High above all is Allah, the King, the Truth! Be not in haste with the Qur'an before its revelation to thee is completed, but say, "O my Lord! advance me in knowledge. (20/114)

… Thus doth Allah make clear to you (His) Signs; that ye may consider. (2/266) Mere reading of a text is not enough to edify oneself. One has to meditate and ponder on it. The similitude of those who were charged with the (obligations of the) Mosaic Law, but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is that of a donkey which carries huge tomes (but understands them not). Evil is the similitude of people who falsify the Signs of Allah. and Allah guides not people who do wrong.  (62/5)

To love the Almighty requires that we love our fellow beings since they are created by Him. To love one’s fellow being means to serve him, i.e. through knowledge acquired…. Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know? (39/9) Knowledge must be acquired in the line of medicine, engineering, physics, mathematics, law, ecology, astronomy, etc. and the recipients of these disciplines must be revered and boosted up. The Prophet said: “Go to China, if you must, if you know that the knowledge you are looking for is available there!”

(See Mesut Kaynak Love and the Quran)

REWARD FOR TAKWA

Gardens of perpetual bliss: they shall enter there, as well as the righteous among their fathers, their spouses, and their offspring: and angels shall enter unto them from every gate (with the salutation): "Peace unto you for that ye persevered in patience! Now how excellent is the final home!" (13/23-24)

So fear Allah as much as ye can; listen and obey and spend in charity for the benefit of your own soul and those saved from the covetousness of their own souls,- they are the ones that achieve prosperity. (64/16)

Gardens of Eternity, those which ((Allah)) Most Gracious has promised to His servants in the Unseen: for His promise must (necessarily) come to pass. (19/61)

EQUALITY BETWEEN SEXES

Man and woman form two parts of a whole called the soul. They enjoy equal human rights and values. Both, being servants of God, share evenly humanity’s responsibilities, and sins. Both are equally distant from God. Either the man or the woman, the one who is more devout is nearer to God. Neither of them is superior to each other. They are created to complement each other. They may excel each other, however, in certain characteristics pertaining to their sexes.

CREATION OF WOMAN

… And Allah has made for you mates (and companions) of your own nature, and made for you, out of them, sons and daughters and grandchildren … (16/72)
O mankind! reverence your Guardian-Lord, who created you from a single person, created, of like nature, His mate, and from them twain scattered (like seeds) countless men and women;- reverence Allah, through whom ye demand your mutual (rights), and (reverence) the wombs (That bore you): for Allah ever watches over you (4/1)
Woman is not created from man’s rib as told in the Bible And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. (Genesis 2/21-22) 

The opponents of suffragettes had recourse to a tale as reflected in the Bible in order to mythologize the woman’s creation giving her a status lower than the man’s. In the Qur’an there is no such a conception. According to the Qur’an, everything in the world is created in pairs. This is also confirmed by the parity theory. Parity can well be observed in the positive and negative electricity, in the magnetic poles, etc. Any subatomic particle has its own counterpart, a proton is counterweighted by an anti-proton. The nucleus of an atom is surrounded by gyrating negative charged electrons. So is our sun that revolves around its galaxy like our earth, its satellite.

God alone is unique. He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto Him. 

Glory to Allah, Who created in pairs all things that the earth produces, as well as their own (human) kind and (other) things of which they have no knowledge. (36/36)

The above verse divides the above pairs into three groups: 1) Pairs upon the earth; 2) Pairs within man’s Self; 3) Pairs of which we have no knowledge. (See Dr.Haluk Nurbaki- Kur’an Mucizeleri pp 27-35)

‘Pairs within man’s self’ are man and woman. In other words, the human being was born out of the pairing of two sexes at the same time. One whole was divided into two halves. . Glory to Allah, Who created in pairs all things that the earth produces, as well as their own (human) kind and (other) things of which they have no knowledge. (36/36) And of every thing We have created pairs: That ye may receive instruction. (51/49)

It is He Who created you from a single person, and made his mate of like nature, in order that he might dwell with her (in love). When they are united, she bears a light burden and carries it about (unnoticed). When she grows heavy, they both pray to Allah their Lord, (saying): "If Thou givest us a goodly child, we vow we shall (ever) be grateful." (7/189)

Pairing of selves following the Doomsday. One day the earth will be changed to a different earth, and so will be the heavens, and (men) will be marshaled forth, before Allah, the One, the Irresistible; (14/48) When the souls are sorted out, (being joined, like with like); (81/7) We learn from the two verses above that just like the birth of man and woman in the present world, every living being with its pair will be re-generated. Of Him seeks (its need) every creature in the heavens and on earth: every day in (new) Splendor doth He (shine)! (55/29)

Conclusion: Woman is no wise created from man’s rib and is in not inferior to him in any respect. Man and woman were created at the same time by division of one Self. It follows therefore they are equal in the sight of God; however, thanks to their respective characteristics they complement each other.

GOD FAVORS THE RIGHTEOUS REGARDLESS OF THEIR GENDERS

O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise (each other). Verily the most honored of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things).  (49/13) … .-

Those that keep their plighted faith and act aright,-verily Allah loves those who act aright. (3/76)

Righteousness means conformity to the divine or the moral law, rectitude, uprightness, a righteous act, deed, or quality;: righteous conduct;  the state of acceptance with God ; a right relationship to God, devoutness, piety. In this respect, regardless of the sex, the race the class, the wealth, the climate and the region of the earth one lives there is no difference between man and woman and between human beings.

All human beings are at an equal distance from God from the moment of their birth. Their increase or decrease of their merits depends entirely on their own doings. . But Allah will deliver the righteous to their place of salvation: no evil shall touch them, nor shall they grieve. (39/61) Be it a woman or a man, the righteous will be the one who will be favored by the Almighty.

DIFFERENCES DUE TO THEIR NATURE


And in no wise covet those things in which Allah Hath bestowed His gifts More freely on some of you than on others: To men is allotted what they earn, and to women what they earn: But ask Allah of His bounty. For Allah hath full knowledge of all things.  (4/32)

Man and woman are equal in terms of human rights and values. They jointly share human responsibilities. However, they differ as to their raison d’être. "Everyone acts according to his own disposition: But your Lord knows best who it is that is best guided on the Way." (17/84) The complementariness of sexes does not imply the superiority of either of them. Man and wife share the chores of life. They share and share alike. Certain duties are more suited to wives, others to husbands, although they may swap their respective tasks.

Man’s obligations: They are mostly related to his physical superiority. A man must be kind, affectionate and disposed to mercy. Although she is more vulnerable to be affected by fear and nervous breakdowns and physically less strong, a woman is immensely capable of putting up with hardships and she normally outlives her man. The hearth is administered by her. In addition to bearing children, she has the charge of management of the household, of bringing up and educating her children, and of chores that demand sacrifices. Motherhood enjoys a rank unattainable by man. The future of the family depends on her. She is also free to choose to work in an outside employment. The responsibilities of a family may be shared differently, if agreed upon by the parties. This does not imply any differentiation between sexes in terms of law and human rights. Both sexes must be thankful for their innate idiosyncratic characteristics and not envy the qualifications of the opposing sex. This is the only way of achieving serenity and peace of mind.

EQUALITY BETWEEN SEXES

The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise. (9/71)

Permitted to you, on the night of the fasts, is the approach to your wives. They are your garments and ye are their garments… (2/187)

Man and woman shall clap together and join forces to cope with the difficulties of life. The above verses stress the equality and the complementariness between the sexes.

EQUALITY AS REGARDS REPONSIBILITIES

Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will We give a new Life, a life that is good and pure and We will bestow on such their reward according to the best of their actions. (16/97)

The Hypocrites, men and women, (have an understanding) with each other: They enjoin evil, and forbid what is just, and are close with their hands. They have forgotten. (9/67)

Without any distinction, man and woman shall be rewarded or punished both upon the earth and in the afterlife either for their merits of demerits. 

WOMAN AS MOTHER
Mother’s love for her children is a gift of God who has endowed her not only with love and affection but also with mercy which is shared by both parents. A Mother gives without waiting for any reward in return. The future of humanity is in her lap. The Qur’an frequently refers to the merciful behavior of mothers. The Prophet announced that the rivers of the Garden flow under mothers’ feet.

GIVE THANKS TO ME FIRST AND THEN TO YOUR PARENTS

And We have enjoined on man (to be good) to his parents: in travail upon travail did his mother bear him, and in years twain was his weaning: (hear the command), "Show gratitude to Me and to thy parents: to Me is (thy final) Goal. (31/14)

We have enjoined on man kindness to his parents: In pain did his mother bear him, and in pain did she give him birth. The carrying of the (child) to his weaning is (a period of) thirty months…. (46/15)

Praise is due first to God who has brought us to this world and then to our parents who have been instrumental in giving us birth. Along with the Almighty, parents also are to be thanked and praised.

A child needs care once it is borne. It is in need of maternal affection. The woman who has born her child in her womb for nine months must also nurse her. The baby shall suck at his or her mother’s breast. Parents are responsible for the maintenance and education of their progeny. A mother feeds her child before herself.

BE KIND TO YOUR PARENTS

"(He) hath made me kind to my mother, and not overbearing or miserable. (19/32)

Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none but Him, and that ye be kind to parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honor. (And, out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: "My Lord! bestow on them thy Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood." (17/23-24)

The child shall honor and respect his/her parents who have been instrumental in their coming to the world. The son or the daughter shall, then, obey his/her parents and try not to hurt them. They will succor them when they become adults. Even though they may chide and chastise their children, the children shall remain faithful to their parents and act in due decorum.

WHEN TO DISOBEY PARENTS?

"But if they strive to make thee join in worship with Me things of which thou hast no knowledge, obey them not; yet bear them company in this life with justice (and consideration), and follow the way of those who turn to me (in love): in the end the return of you all is to Me, and I will tell you the truth (and meaning) of all that ye did."  (31/15)

If parents wish that their children act against the commandments of God, the children shall not do as they are told; they shall not kill unjustly their fellow beings, no shall commit theft or attribute partners to God. God’s commandments overrule the parents’ orders.

Even though the parents are atheists, the children shall show them reverence while following what their conscience dictates.

(See 6/74 and 19/42-48)

PROPHETS’  MOTHERS

So We sent this inspiration to the mother of Moses: "Suckle (thy child), but when thou hast fears about him, cast him into the river, but fear not nor grieve: for We shall restore him to thee, and We shall make him one of Our apostles." Then the people of Pharaoh picked him up (from the river): (It was intended) that (Moses) should be to them an adversary and a cause of sorrow: for Pharaoh and Haman and (all) their hosts were men of sin. The wife of Pharaoh said: "(Here is) joy of the eye, for me and for thee: slay him not. It may be that he will be use to us, or we may adopt him as a son." And they perceived not (what they were doing)! But there came to be a void in the heart of the mother of Moses: She was going almost to disclose his (case), had We not strengthened her heart (with faith), so that she might remain a (firm) believer. And she said to the sister of (Moses), "Follow him" so she (the sister) watched him in the character of a stranger. And they knew not. And we ordained that he refused suck at first, until (His sister came up and) said: "Shall I point out to you the people of a house that will nourish and bring him up for you and be sincerely attached to him?"... Thus did We restore him to his mother, that her eye might be comforted, that she might not grieve, and that she might know that the promise of Allah is true: but most of them do not understand. (28/7-13)

Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none but Him, and that ye be kind to parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honor. (17/23)

Although bringing up of children is the collective duty of both parents, the mother assumes greater responsibility. This is stressed in the Qur’an as illustrated in the bringing up of Moses and Christ. The father of the Prophet had died before he was born and his mother source of kindness and mercy passed away when he was six. Mothers’ role in the education and bringing up of their children is greater as can be seen. Mother’s protective love is absolutely necessary for a healthy bringing up of children.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The earth is the place where man and woman are to evolve and become perfect. In the course of this process, human beings will be tried and developed, elevated or lowered according to their merits and demerits before their final judgment on the Doomsday. The Qur’an advises mankind to get instructed while on earth in the line drawn by the Almighty. To get knowledge by study and acquire erudition is what the Qur’an stresses over and over again. In addition to the divine wisdom that the Qur’an includes, of which the latter enjoins the man to be instructed in one, is advised to learn positive sciences. The woman who brings up her children should, of necessity, be well-instructed in both so that she may pass her knowledge to her progeny, especially in the contemporary world. A woman deprived of education and pent up in her house will not be in a position to instruct her children. This is against both the Qur’an and the Prophet’s sunna

‘READ!’ IN THE NAME OF THE LORD 

Proclaim! (or read!) in the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who created- Created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood: Proclaim! And thy Lord is Most Bountiful,-He Who taught (the use of) the pen,- Taught man that which he knew not. (96/1-5)

… Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know?... (39/9)

The Qur’an addresses to the entire humanity without making any distinction between sexes and races. The first verse revealed by God was ‘Read!’ addressed to the Prophet, which also implied man supposed to learn the divine laws of creation. Man is expected to try to know himself, the reason why he came to the world, the responsibilities incumbent upon him, his duties toward the Omniscient and Omnipotent Creator and toward his fellow beings, nations and humanity in general. To this end the Qur’an will show him the path. Unless he as homo sapiens becomes perfect along the line drawn by God. … But turn away from the ignorant. (7/199) : "Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know? (39/9) So, in addition to the divine law, one is expected to increase his intellectual capacity by learning medicine, chemistry, ecology, law, psychology, etc. and to pass his knowledge to others.

Well-educated women who have received a proper training in one or more disciplines become a good mate both morally and physically of their spouses, a good mother who can bring up her children in the best way possible. Those who still are of the idea that the place of woman is her house turn her into a mere thing or an inferior rank as homo sapiens. This is not an in junction that one can encounter either in the Qur’an or in the sunna of the Prophet. The underdeveloped state of the contemporary world of Islam is certainly due to woman’s segregation.

TRAINING AND EDUCATION ACCORDING TO SUNNA

Women had been the subject of affection and courtesy in the sight of Muhammad. It is reported by Bukhari that he had reserved one day in the week for listening to the suggestions and complaints by women. His own wives assisted him in this. Hafsa was literate. Aisha was specialized in canonical law and even the most learned scholars used to have recourse to her counsel. She was also an expert in Arab history and genealogy. The Prophet had given her the charge of educating his other wives. And recite what is rehearsed to you in your homes, of the Signs of Allah and His Wisdom: for Allah understands the finest mysteries and is well-acquainted (with them). (33/34)

We have the following tradition reported by Bukhari: “The person, having in his possession a concubine, shall see to it that she receives a decent education, and emancipate her so that she may marry as a free woman, and God will doubly reward that person.”  Among the Companions of the Prophet twenty jurist women are reported. The Prophet asserted that pursuit of knowledge was a duty for every Muslim. In another tradition he said: though it be in China, the seeker of truth must go thither. (See Prof. Dr. Muhammed Hamidullah, İslam Peygamberi II, p.79)

PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR FAMILY FROM FIRE

O ye who believe! save yourselves and your families from a Fire … (66/6)

… And when ye are told to rise up, rise up Allah will rise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who believe and who have been granted (mystic) Knowledge. (58/11)
To protect yourself and your family from the fire of hell you must first edify yourself and educate your family. The first step in the education and training of children is to teach them how to feel affection toward their fellow beings. Who created us and for what purpose? What has God Almighty entrusted us with? What are the commandments and prohibitions that God has laid down? What a man should do to acquire the knowledge necessary to assist the welfare of humanity? Must man work hard? How can one contribute to the edification of one’s community? Can philanthropic activity be considered a devotional act? Every parent must be able to provide answers to such questions.

The conditions that will enable an individual to enter the paradise are set down in the verses of the Qur’an. Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,- (3/133)

Nay.- Those that keep their plighted faith and act aright,-verily Allah loves those who act aright..(3/76) 

These people will be saved from the fire of hell.

The importance of knowledge is emphasized in the following verse: . O ye who believe! When ye are told to make room in the assemblies, (spread out and) make room: (ample) room will Allah provide for you. And when ye are told to rise up, rise up Allah will rise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who believe and who have been granted (mystic) Knowledge. And Allah is well- acquainted with all ye do. (58/11)

God Almighty desires that both man and woman pray God to be able to have an insight into the mystery concealed in the verses of the Qur’an. . High above all is Allah, the King, the Truth! Be not in haste with the Qur'an before its revelation to thee is completed, but say, "O my Lord! advance me in knowledge." (20/114)

WORKING

The Qur’an promotes creation of new values by working hard, both for man and woman. Woman enjoys the right to work, either at home or outside, which will contribute to the household expenditures. Collaboration and cooperation between men and women produce better results.

Woman enjoys the voting right in the elections. She has also the right to be elected. They can be employed in administrative work in the public sector and are eligible to occupy all sorts of offices. There is not the slightest indication in the Qur’an to prohibit woman from working either as an employee or an employer. It is expected that both women and men work for the welfare of the society. This will bring about a peaceful atmosphere and coexistence upon the earth and a paradisiacal afterlife.

It is a sad fact that women were destined to be cooped up in their homes, being deprived of proper education and the right of contributing to the welfare of the community by working outside her home.

MAN AND WOMAN SHALL WORK

… "Never will I suffer to be lost the work of any of you, be he male or female: Ye are members, one of another .. (3/195)

"Work (righteousness): Soon will Allah observe your work, and His Messenger… (9/105)

Far from prohibiting work for women, the Qur’an explicitly state that females shall work. To work both at home and outside is encouraged for women. Being complementary parts of a whole, man and woman shall jointly share the productive work which will contribute to their household peace and ease. However, because of the special characteristics of women, their first duty is to bring up her children and take care of the household chores. Man, on the other hand, shall work outside his home and protect his family against all untoward happenings.

 In changing circumstances the respective roles man and woman may be swapped. What is important is the preservation of mutual love and affection. . And among His Signs is this, that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect. (30/21)

YOUR OBJECTIVE MUST BE DEEDS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

If any do deeds of righteousness,- be they male or female - and have faith, they will enter Heaven, and not the least injustice will be done to them. (4/124)

Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will We give a new Life, a life that is good and pure and We will bestow on such their reward according to the best of their actions.  (16/97)

Here is the warning addressed to both sexes: Whoever works righteousness benefits his own soul; whoever works evil, it is against his own soul: nor is thy Lord ever unjust (in the least) to His Servants. (41/46)

Your work must have the objective to contribute to the welfare of the community. What are good deeds? What is righteousness? 

Righteousness is the quality or state of being righteous; it is conformity to the divine or the moral law, rectitude and uprightness in conduct; it is the quality or state of being rightful or just; it is the state of acceptance with God: a right relationship to God. Good deeds are those acts that are directed toward the wellbeing of humanity, the philanthropic activity usually carried out by women. A woman teacher who does her best in bringing up and educating her pupils: … Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husband's) absence what Allah would have them guard… (4/34)

Those who have faith and do righteous deeds,- they are the best of creatures. (98/7)

WORKING IN TERMS OF SUNNA

It was not rare to see women armed fighting in the army of Muhammad. At the headquarters, during campaigns, there were women who nursed the wounded. The tent of a certain Rufayda in Medina is often mentioned. It is reported that this tent had been pitched in the vast court of the Big Mosque at Medina. It is quite possible that Rufayda had a higher position than that of a simple nurse. According to the account of Ibn Hisham, she bandaged among others the wounds of the fighters from the Aslam tribe. Aisha had taken part in a good many campaigns, during which she cooked meals, carried buckets of water and served as nurse. Women did go out to perform their business; this state continued even after their veiling. There were women who gathered date stones and to either sell them or give them to their camels as fodder. Women participated in congregational prayers in mosques. They went to pay visit to their women friends. The Prophet’s wives used to receive guests and parents and performed other tasks. The leisure was spared for recitation of the Qur’an and telling of tales.

Shifa bint Abdillah, a relative pf Umar was literate even before the advent of Islam. As a matter of fact it was she who had taught to read and write to Hafsa, the Prophet’s wife. It appears, basing on certain evidences, that the Prophet gave her sometimes work to be performed in the market. This may have been during the Chalifate of Umar. Whatever the actual truth is it is a fact that this female Companion had made use of her right to pass judgments on commercial transactions. According to Taberi, women had the right and authority to occupy the position of a judge. Abu Hanifa made an exception, in this connection, of the criminal cases involving murders.” (See Prof.Dr. Muhammad Hamidullah-Islam Peygamberi II)

JUST IS ENJOINED AND EVIL FORBIDDEN

The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise. (9/71)

Here we observe plainly the equality of man and woman. Therefore, man and woman shall cooperate together and work for the good of each other. Their joint labor will contribute to the welfare of society. As a matter of fact, the nations that barred women the right to work outside her home have remained underdeveloped. Woman enjoys then right to vote and be elected. She can be elected as president of state and work in all sorts of public works, provided she is qualified. For instance, Turkey had once her woman prime minister, just like other nations of the world. This is corroborated by the following verses: But the Hoopoe tarried not far: he (came up and) said: "I have compassed (territory) which thou hast not compassed, and I have come to thee from Saba with tidings true. "I found (there) a woman ruling over them and provided with every requisite; and she has a magnificent throne. "I found her and her people worshipping the sun besides Allah. Satan has made their deeds seem pleasing in their eyes, and has kept them away from the Path,- so they receive no guidance,- "(Kept them away from the Path), that they should not worship Allah, Who brings to light what is hidden in the heavens and the earth, and knows what ye hide and what ye reveal. "(Allah)!- there is no god but He!- Lord of the Throne Supreme!" (Solomon) said: "Soon shall we see whether thou hast told the truth or lied! "Go thou, with this letter of mine, and deliver it to them: then draw back from them, and (wait to) see what answer they return"...  (The queen) said: "Ye chiefs! here is delivered to me - a letter worthy of respect. "It is from Solomon, and is (as follows): 'In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful: "'Be ye not arrogant against me, but come to me in submission (to the true Religion).'"  She said: "Ye chiefs! advise me in (this) my affair: no affair have I decided except in your presence." They said: "We are endued with strength, and given to vehement war: but the command is with thee; so consider what thou wilt command." She said: "Kings, when they enter a country, despoil it, and make the noblest of its people its meanest thus do they behave. "But I am going to send him a present, and (wait) to see with what (answer) return (my) ambassadors."  Now when (the embassy) came to Solomon, he said: "Will ye give me abundance in wealth? But that which Allah has given me is better than that which He has given you! Nay it is ye who rejoice in your gift!"Go back to them, and be sure we shall come to them with such hosts as they will never be able to meet: We shall expel them from there in disgrace, and they will feel humbled (indeed)." He said (to his own men): "Ye chiefs! which of you can bring me her throne before they come to me in submission?" Said an 'Ifrit, of the Jinns: "I will bring it to thee before thou rise from thy council: indeed I have full strength for the purpose, and may be trusted." Said one who had knowledge of the Book: "I will bring it to thee within the twinkling of an eye!" Then when (Solomon) saw it placed firmly before him, he said: "This is by the Grace of my Lord!- to test me whether I am grateful or ungrateful! and if any is grateful, truly his gratitude is (a gain) for his own soul; but if any is ungrateful, truly my Lord is Free of all Needs, Supreme in Honor !" He said: "Transform her throne out of all recognition by her: let us see whether she is guided (to the truth) or is one of those who receive no guidance."  So when she arrived, she was asked, "Is this thy throne?" She said, "It was just like this; and knowledge was bestowed on us in advance of this, and we have submitted to Allah (in Islam)."  And he diverted her from the worship of others besides Allah. for she was (sprung) of a people that had no faith.  She was asked to enter the lofty Palace: but when she saw it, she thought it was a lake of water, and she (tucked up her skirts), uncovering her legs. He said: "This is but a palace paved smooth with slabs of glass." She said: "O my Lord! I have indeed wronged my soul: I do (now) submit (in Islam), with Solomon, to the Lord of the Worlds." (27/22-44)

Her conduct had been judged exemplary except for her adoration of the sun. She accepted counsel. Despite the resolution reached by the assembly she had preferred to send an envoy to the opposing party and wanted to engage in peace talks. She was made conscious of facts thanks to Solomon’s suggestions. If a woman is qualified in terms of her administrative merits, she may be elected head of a state.

SPECIAL LAW TO THE PROPHET’S WIVES

O Consorts of the Prophet! Ye are not like any of the (other) women:… (33/32)

The Prophet’s wives had a special position as matriarch. The Prophet is closer to the Believers than their own selves, and his wives are their mothers….  (33/6) For the faults they would have committed they would be punished two-fold. O Consorts of the Prophet! If any of you were guilty of evident unseemly conduct, the Punishment would be doubled to her, and that is easy for Allah. (33/30) To avoid imbroglios by circulating malicious rumors among the public, the Prophet’s wives were to be careful about their manners lowering their voices while conversing, while except for the important business affairs they had to attend outside their home, they would remain indoor and devote themselves to prayer and teach other women about the injunctions of the Qur’an. O Consorts of the Prophet! Ye are not like any of the (other) women: if ye do fear ((Allah)), be not too complacent of speech, lest one in whose heart is a disease should be moved with desire: but speak ye a speech (that is) just. And stay quietly in your houses, and make not a dazzling display, like that of the former Times of Ignorance; and establish regular Prayer, and give regular Charity; and obey Allah and His Messenger. And Allah only wishes to remove all abomination from you, ye members of the Family, and to make you pure and spotless. (33/32-33) O ye who believe! Enter not the Prophet's houses,- until leave is given you,- for a meal, (and then) not (so early as) to wait for its preparation: but when ye are invited, enter; and when ye have taken your meal, disperse, without seeking familiar talk. Such (behavior) annoys the Prophet: he is ashamed to dismiss you, but Allah is not ashamed (to tell you) the truth. And when ye ask (his ladies) for anything ye want, ask them from before a screen: that makes for greater purity for your hearts and for theirs. Nor is it right for you that ye should annoy Allah’s Messenger, or that ye should marry his widows after him at any time. Truly such a thing is in Allah’s sight an enormity. (33/53)

Certain groups of people in line with their views that served their own ends generalized the rules foreseen exclusively for the spouses of the Prophet, adding to the verses in question traditions alleged to have originated from the Prophet himself. There are no restrictions in the Qur’an regarding the cooping of women in their homes and barring them working outside the four walls of their houses. The actual truth is quite the reverse, as women are encouraged to work and study. After the Prophet, sex segregation was instituted without the least justifiable reason. Thus, certain Islamic countries that were keen to apply the said sex segregation failed to benefit of the social contribution of women and ended up by being among the underdeveloped countries of the world.

MARRIAGE 

The importance of marriage: God created the human beings in pairs along with the other creatures in the universe to see them happy. And among His Signs is this that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect.  (30/21)

The cohabitation of opposed sexes is a natural process and the consequential marriage should be a self-evident result. And among His Signs is this that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect. (30/21) Marriage will bring about cohabitation according to established and law and order, a home in which the couple will raise their children, and lawful coupling of the spouses. Thus the procreation will continue and new generations will rise. Be they poor or rich, the Qur’an’s decree is the lawful wedding of the couple. Marry those among you who are single, or the virtuous ones among yourselves, male or female: if they are in poverty, Allah will give them means out of His grace: for Allah encompasseth all, and he knoweth all things. (24/32)

In Turkey, municipalities, under the supervision of the government, have been given the authority to wed the couple engaged to be married. The officer in charge controls, in the presence of witnesses of the parties, the papers, to see if there is any hindrance to their marriage. This official wedding is very important especially for the woman. And how could ye take it when ye have gone in unto each other, and they have taken from you a solemn covenant? In the course of the ceremony prayers may be recited. During the reign of the Ottoman Empire the authority to wed couples had been granted to judges who officially charged functionaries to execute the contract of marriage. Moreover, the imam of the district also could carry out this charge.

The Qur’an charges man responsibilities superior to the wife, warns the couple to keep their chastity. And if the parties decide to divorce, they should respect each other’s rights in decorum.

WEDDING PREPARATIONS
Also (prohibited are) women already married, except those whom your right hands possess… (4/24)

As marriage is an important event in one’s life, it is recommended that the parties know each other well prior to the matrimonial tie. Marriage through match-makers arranged in Turkey often result in failure.

The proposal for marriage is made by the future husband who presents gifts to her. The Qur’an warns the man against committing the offense of adultery. The same admonition is follows for the woman. … They should be chaste, not lustful, nor taking paramours: when they are taken in wedlock, if they fall into shame, their punishment is half that for free women… (4/25) The Qur’an categorically forbids extramarital relations.

MAIDENS SHOULD NOT BE FORCED TO MARRIAGE

… But force not your maids to prostitution when they desire chastity, in order that ye may make a gain in the goods of this life. But if anyone compels them, yet, after such compulsion, is Allah, Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful (to them), (24/33)

Girls of marriageable age should not be compelled to marry. To choose her husband among her suitors with whom she will share her life is her inalienable right. If she is deprived of that right there will be no peace at home and the children to be brought into the world will suffer consequently. Marrying the maiden girls to, for instance, elderly people for the sake of material gains is wrong and the sin of it will fall to parents. Marry those among you who are single, or the virtuous ones among yourselves, male or female: if they are in poverty, Allah will give them means out of His grace: for Allah encompasseth all, and he knoweth all things. 

Seeking an unsoiled line of ancestors and an impeccable character are the main things to be sought in a suitor.

MARRIAGE MEANS MUTUAL LOVE AND AFFECTION

And among His Signs is this that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect. (30/21)

Marry those among you who are single, or the virtuous ones among yourselves, male or female: if they are in poverty, Allah will give them means out of His grace: for Allah encompasseth all, and he knoweth all things. (24/32)

Man and woman were created simultaneously so that they may complement each other and be happy. God Almighty has by mutual love and affection tied them tightly to each other. The sexual attraction between the couple is a boon that secures the perpetuation of the generation. The mystery of sex is not limited to human beings, but it covers the entire living beings. Coming together of man and woman automatically engenders love and affection.

Wedding is an act, process, or instance of joining or uniting in close association often of opposed or disparate elements; the binding ceremony is held in the presence of the functionary appointed for the purpose by municipalities. The formal wedding guarantees the future of the wife and of their common stock. And how could ye take it when ye have gone in unto each other, and they have taken from you a solemn covenant? (4/21)

DOWER

And give the women (on marriage) their dower as a free gift; but if they, of their own good pleasure, remit any part of it to you, Take it and enjoy it with right good cheer. (4/4)

… give them their dowers (at least) as prescribed; but if, after a dower is prescribed, agree mutually (to vary it), there is no blame on you, and Allah is All-knowing, All-wise. (4/24)

Dower is of two sorts, namely, in the first pace, the part of the wife’s dower paid to her by her husband on consummation of marriage; and, in the second place, the part of the dower agreed to be paid to a wife if divorced or widowed. The amount is fixed according to the finances of the family and the accepted standards in the community.

We observe the reverse of this custom among the Jews, amongst whom the dower is given to the future husband as a decoy.

Gift is the act, right, or power of giving or bestowing; something that is voluntarily transferred by one person to another without compensation.

This custom is no longer followed in Turkey, except in certain regions of the eastern and central Anatolia.

Mut’a which is a form of Muslim usufruct marriage for a specified period which never existed in Turkey, was once prevalent in Iran and Arabia.

The Qur’an has conferred to woman all the human rights that man enjoys. She is not a chattel that one would be disposed to benefit of in return for a consideration, but the future mother to whom will be entrusted the future generation. Marriage has thus been seated upon a well founded ground of divine law and the concept of chastity.

Those that desired that the former institution of mut’a marriage be retained tried to alter the meaning of the verse (4/24). This cannot be canonized alleging that the Prophet himself had contracted such a marriage and that it was abolished by Umar the Caliph. Had God had such an intention He would surely have made it explicit in His Book.

APPROACH YOUR WIVES

… Permitted to you, on the night of the fasts, is the approach to your wives. They are your garments and ye are their garments… (2/187)

They ask thee concerning women's courses. Say: They are a hurt and a pollution: So keep away from women in their courses, and do not approach them until they are clean. But when they have purified themselves, ye may approach them in any manner, time, or place ordained for you by Allah. For Allah loves those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those who keep themselves pure and clean. Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so approach your tilth when or how ye will; but do some good act for your souls beforehand; and fear Allah. And know that ye are to meet Him (in the Hereafter), and give (these) good tidings to those who believe. (2/222-223)

Sexual union has two main functions: namely, satisfaction of a pleasure and procreation. Both are the gifts of God. And those who pray, "Our Lord! Grant unto us wives and offspring who will be the comfort of our eyes, and give us (the grace) to lead the righteous." (25/74)

EFFORTS TO BE SPENT TO PERPETUATE MATRIMONIAL LIFE

… live with them on a footing of kindness and equity. If ye take a dislike to them it may be that ye dislike a thing, and Allah brings about through it a great deal of good. (4/19)

If ye fear a breach between them twain, appoint (two) arbiters, one from his family, and the other from hers; if they wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation: For Allah hath full knowledge, and is acquainted with all things. (4/35)

The Qur’an wishes that there is peace between the couple. In this, to bring about friendly relations, is incumbent upon man. He must be tolerant and behave gently toward his wife. Patience and forbearance may give rise to a better state of understanding between them. Every incident is pregnant with unexpected results. … But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, and that ye love a thing which is bad for you. But Allah knoweth, and ye know not. (2/216) If, despite every attempt matrimonial disputes continue, arbiters shall try to make up the discord between spouses. When such valiant efforts fail to bring about peace the parties may sue for divorce.

SUCKLING FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS

The mothers shall give such to their offspring for two whole years, if the father desires to complete the term. But he shall bear the cost of their food and clothing on equitable terms. No soul shall have a burden laid on it greater than it can bear. No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her child. Nor father on account of his child, an heir shall be chargeable in the same way. If they both decide on weaning, by mutual consent, and after due consultation, there is no blame on them. If ye decide on a foster-mother for your offspring, there is no blame on you, provided ye pay (the mother) what ye offered, on equitable terms. But fear Allah and know that Allah sees well what ye do. (2/233)

The Qur’an stresses the importance of mother’s nursing her baby. It is a well established fact that the milk of the mother contains all the nourishing elements and vitamins which hardly exists in the baby food formulae in the market. The mother is to allow her child suck at her breast for two years. In case the mother, for one reason or other cannot do so, she will have to find a wet- nurse. However, if both parents agree, the mother may shorten the period of two years. The prohibition of marriage between foster brothers or sisters has to do with those who have been suckled for two years. 

The nourishment of the baby by her or his mother is also important in the establishment of mutual love between the mother and the child. The child will furthermore feel secure in her mother’s lap and his or her psychological makeup will greatly benefit.
RESPECTIVE DUTIES OF THE COUPLE

Marriage is a contract that implies the sharing of duties and responsibilities by the parties. The fundamental principle in matrimonial life is the conjugation of the sexes in a harmonious manner. Duties of either party have traditionally been established in communities. However, if they so wish, the parties may swap certain duties between themselves.

The Qur’an enjoins counseling in all sorts of disputes related to business or household affairs. There is no explicit indication in it as regards the management of affairs in the family. Should there be any misunderstanding between the couple; a council to be formed by family members shall find a solution to the problem.

In Turkey the amendment in the Civil Code has laid down the principle that the management of matrimonial life is shared equally by the parties. The former principle which said ‘The head of the family is the Husband’ has been abolished. Thus, the foundations of a democratic administration have been laid down.

POINTS THAT MAKE SPOUSES INFERIOR OR SUPERIOR TO EACH OTHER

And in no wise covet those things in which Allah Hath bestowed His gifts More freely on some of you than on others: To men is allotted what they earn, and to women what they earn: But ask Allah of His bounty. For Allah hath full knowledge of all things. (4/32)

Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has given the one more (strength) than the other, and because they support them from their means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husband's) absence what Allah would have them guard. As to those women on whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (Next), refuse to share their beds, (And last) beat them (lightly); but if they return to obedience, seek not against them Means (of annoyance): For Allah is Most High, great (above you all). (4/34)

Man and woman have been created in such a manner that they complement each other by their comparative superiorities. The woman enjoys priority in bearing children, looking after them, and bringing them up; she is also supposed to be the pillar of the household affairs. The man who is physically stronger and much more daring compared to woman shall protect his wife against hostile attacks and is the mainstay of the economy.

These idiosyncratic divergences do not imply any superiority for either of them in terms of human rights. … And women shall have rights similar to the rights against them, according to what is equitable; but men have a degree (of advantage) over them. And Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise. (2/228) This verse had been interpreted keeping in mind patriarchal traditions which made man the head of the family. Man’s advantage is his protective role over her. Otherwise none of them should be considered superior to each other. . And among His Signs is this that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquility with them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are Signs for those who reflect. (30/21)

Leaving aside their idiosyncratic differences, it is evident that there are women who have superior merits to men and men superior merits to women. Say: "Everyone acts according to his own disposition: But your Lord knows best who it is that is best guided on the Way."  (17/84) Sexes should be resignedly thankful for God’s gifts conferred upon them and avoid envying the characteristics of the opposed sex. Depending on the circumstances, however, the spouses may occasionally swap their roles. For instance man may take over his wife’s chores such as looking after the children or helping her in the kitchen. She may also work outside her home to contribute to the household expenditures. 

Good, upright and righteous women should be full of kindness and mercy and thankful for her husband’s protection and generosity. Their chastity and good will will contribute to the welfare of her matrimonial life.

COUNSELLING IN MATRIMONIAL DISPUTES

… who (conduct) their affairs by mutual Consultation … (42/38)

… and consult them in affairs (of moment)… (3/159)

Counsel is instruction or recommendation, especially when given as a result of consultation. The Qur’an enjoins that all administrative affairs be handled by consultation and counseling. 

A family is the smallest unit of the social order which should be founded on a firm footing. In this, each family member has responsibilities. The management of household affairs is given to the charge neither of the man nor of the woman according to the Qur’an. In important issues the matter should be referred to a council formed by the family members. The major reason for the underdevelopment of certain communities is the lack of proper application of the Qur’anic principles.

IMPEDIMENTS TO MARRIAGE

In former times, especially in Iran, marriage between close relations was a normal thing; even brothers and sisters married. The Qur’an definitely prohibited kinship marriages. Impediments are of three sorts; namely, the category of those related by blood, like brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, the status of those related by marriage like sons-in-law and daughters-in law, and the category of such close related persons like wet nurses. In marriages between persons related by blood the incidence of genetic malformation is rather high. Although cousins and nephews are not among the prohibited matrimonial ties, exogamy is the practice of choice.

The Qur’an stressed the importance of mother’s milk. This has such a great bearing that the wet nurse who has suckled a baby for two years become automatically related to that family and consequently was among the candidates for whom marriage was prohibited. Even today, the physical properties that mother’s milk provides the baby with, is not properly known.

It is furthermore indicated that the persons who attributes partners to God and those who are promiscuous and immoral should not be considered as candidates for marriage.

PROHIBITED MARRIAGES

And marry not women whom your fathers married,- except what is past: It was shameful and odious,- an abominable custom indeed. Prohibited to you (For marriage) are:- Your mothers, daughters, sisters; father's sisters, Mother's sisters; brother's daughters, sister's daughters; foster-mothers (Who gave you suck), foster-sisters; your wives' mothers; your step-daughters under your guardianship, born of your wives to whom ye have gone in,- no prohibition if ye have not gone in;- (Those who have been) wives of your sons proceeding from your loins; and two sisters in wedlock at one and the same time, except for what is past; for Allah is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful;- Also (prohibited are) women already married, except those whom your right hands possess: Thus hath Allah ordained (Prohibitions) against you: Except for these, all others are lawful, provided ye seek (them in marriage) with gifts from your property,- desiring chastity, not lust, seeing that ye derive benefit from them, give them their dowers (at least) as prescribed; but if, after a dower is prescribed, agree Mutually (to vary it), there is no blame on you, and Allah is All-knowing, All-wise. (4/22-24)

During the pre-Islamic times, a man might contract marriage with the wife of his father in order to inherit the legacy of the father. Islam abolished this custom. The following are the people considered taboo: mothers, daughters, brothers and sisters, maternal uncles and paternal uncles, nieces. The list of the people prohibited because of conjugal ties is: mothers-in-law, fathers-in-law, sons-in-law, and daughters-in law, step mothers, step- daughters; the list also includes relationship through suckling, foster brothers and sisters and other people tied to each other by foster kinship. Simultaneous marriage with two sisters and with women married to another and who has not been divorced.

MARRY NOT ATHEISTS
Do not marry unbelieving women (idolaters), until they believe: A slave woman who believes is better than an unbelieving woman, even though she allures you. Nor marry (your girls) to unbelievers until they believe: A man slave who believes is better than an unbeliever, even though he allures you. Unbelievers do (but) beckon you to the Fire. But Allah beckons by His Grace to the Garden (of bliss) and forgiveness, and makes His Signs clear to mankind: That they may celebrate His praise. (2/221)

… They are not lawful (wives) for the Unbelievers, nor are the (Unbelievers) lawful (husbands) for them … (60/10)

Heathens: These were Meccans who attributed partners to God; the Ka’aba contained an infinite number of idols. These people had to be considered as outcasts not allowed marrying the believers. A pagan woman could not marry a Muslim, no matter how beautiful or rich she may have been. Regardless of her nationality these pagans were governed by the same law. This prohibition contributed to the healthy development of the Muslim community.

Christian and Jewish Women were allowed to be taken as wives. This day are (all) things good and pure made lawful unto you. The food of the People of the Book is lawful unto you and yours is lawful unto them. (Lawful unto you in marriage) are (not only) chaste women who are believers, but chaste women among the People of the Book, revealed before your time,- when ye give them their due dowers, and desire chastity, not lewdness, nor secret intrigues if any one rejects faith, fruitless is his work, and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost (all spiritual good). (5/5)

An example for this may be the marriage of the Prophet to Safiyya, a Jewish woman.

Could the same principle be applied in the case of women? In other words, can a Muslim woman marry a suitor from among the people of the Book? No explicit rule is set down in the Qur’an to this end. The Qur’an warns against such a tie: It is never the wish of those without Faith among the People of the Book, nor of the Pagans, that anything good should come down to you from your Lord. But Allah will choose for His special Mercy whom He will - for Allah is Lord of grace abounding. (2/105) Not all of them are alike: Of the People of the Book is a portion that stand (For the right): They rehearse the Signs of Allah all night long, and they prostrate themselves in adoration. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and they hasten (in emulation) in (all) good works: They are in the ranks of the righteous. Of the good that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knoweth well those that do right. (3/113-115)

Under the circumstances it seems plausible that a Muslim girl marry an honest and beneficent Christian or Jew. However, if such be the case, the parties should know each other well before they contract a marriage. The Qur’an gives calls Islam the entire revelations since Abraham. Under these circumstances, a Christian and a Jew should also be considered as Muslim. Say: "We believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed to us and what was revealed to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and in (the Books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the prophets, from their Lord: We make no distinction between one and another among them, and to Allah do we bow our will (in Islam)."  (3/84) A contemporary religious council should be formed to decide on this matter.

MARRY NOT IMMORAL PEOPLE

Let no man guilty of adultery or fornication marry and but a woman similarly guilty, or an Unbeliever: nor let any but such a man or an Unbeliever marry such a woman: to the Believers such a thing is forbidden. (24/3)

Licentious people are not allowed as candidates for marriage. Fornication is human sexual intercourse other than between a man and his wife, sexual intercourse between a spouse and an unmarried person. God deems this one of the capital sins. . Nor come nigh to adultery: for it is a shameful (deed) and an evil, opening the road (to other evils). (17/32) People should marry morally chaste believers. Women impure are for men impure, and men impure for women impure and women of purity are for men of purity, and men of purity are for women of purity: these are not affected by what people say: for them there is forgiveness, and a provision honorable. (24/26) However, a woman who had been promiscuous before but who repented afterward may be eligible for marriage.

In the contemporary society it is regrettable to observe that especially in major urban areas cohabitation has become everyday occurrence. May God help our community and protect us from committing such sins!

ADULTERY AND PROSTITUTION

The Qur’an lays down the principle that sexual affairs be conducted within the limits it has foreseen. Adultery, which is voluntary sexual intercourse between a married man and someone other than his wife or between a married woman and someone other than her husband, is a capital sin. It contributes to the deterioration of the race and of the moral and spiritual values. The Islam does not allow sexual relations between unmarried couple; not only does it not allow it, but also foresees punishment for it. Both sexes are required to lower their gazes and be careful what they wear. Believers must supplicate God to protect them from temptations.

To protect the right of society and forestall its degeneration the Qur’an foresees the application of punishment to the offender either upon his or her confession or upon the testimony brought against him/her by four witnesses. For adulterers pelting has not been foreseen in the Qur’an

ADULTERY AS CAPITAL SIN

A sura which We have sent down and which We have ordained in it have We sent down Clear Signs, in order that ye may receive admonition. The woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornication,- flog each of them with a hundred stripes: Let not compassion move you in their case, in a matter prescribed by Allah, if ye believe in Allah and the Last Day: and let a party of the Believers witness their punishment. Let no man guilty of adultery or fornication marry and but a woman similarly guilty, or an Unbeliever: nor let any but such a man or an Unbeliever marry such a woman: to the Believers such a thing is forbidden. And those who launch a charge against chaste women, and produce not four witnesses (to support their allegations),- flog them with eighty stripes; and reject their evidence ever after: for such men are wicked transgressors;- Unless they repent thereafter and mend (their conduct); for Allah is Oft- Forgiving, Most Merciful. (24/1-5)

Nor come nigh to adultery: for it is a shameful (deed) and an evil, opening the road (to other evils). (17/32)

… come not nigh to shameful deeds. Whether open or secret; take not life,.. (6/151)

Fornication is human sexual intercourse other than between a man and his wife : sexual intercourse between a spouse and an unmarried person. The Qur’an opposes to it imperatively and declares it a capital sin. An irresponsible sexual life leads to deterioration in matrimonial life, to degeneracy of the race, to corruption of kinship, friendship ties, to hostilities between neighbors and to the depravation in moral and spiritual values. Nowadays, the young people consider cohabitation as normal which leads them to enslavement of their lusts.

The spiritual and moral developments of persons whose sexual drives become their sole objective in life are doomed to remain immature. Human affection, love between spouses and of children are the stages of spiritual development. The love for the Prophet next to love for one’s parents marks the peak of human perfection. The love for the Almighty reaches the zenith. In case the sexual drive, a boon granted by God, becomes one’s overruling passion, one is deprived of the aforementioned feelings of love and marks the beginning of one’s failure in the test the humans are given in this world.

No need to remind the ills that prostitution brings along like venereal diseases and the contemporary disaster of AIDS which may be considered as a punishment and scourge of God.

Prostitution is the act or practice of indulging in promiscuous sexual relations especially for payment. It is a kind of adultery. It also means the state of being prostituted, corruption and debasement such as political prostitution or literary prostitution. Prostitutes are the victims of pimps who exploit them and create a danger for the youngsters. Thus prostitution, open or secret is banned by the Qur’an.

CHASTITY

The believers must (eventually) win through,- Those who humble themselves in their prayers; Who avoid vain talk; Who are active in deeds of charity; Who abstain from sex, Except with those joined to them in the marriage bond, or (the captives) whom their right hands possess,- for (in their case) they are free from blame, But those whose desires exceed those limits are transgressors;- (23/1-6)

And Mary the daughter of 'Imran, who guarded her chastity; and We breathed into (her body) of Our spirit; and she testified to the truth of the words of her Lord and of His Revelations, and was one of the devout (servants).  (66/12)

The believers are advised to follow the commandments laid down by the divine law, to keep their chastity giving the example of Mary, the daughter of Imran.

CHASTITY OF MEN

Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty: that will make for greater purity for them: And Allah is well acquainted with all that they do. (24/39)

Exchange of looks is very important in the expression of one’s sexual drives. The Qur’an warns first men to beware looking at women. They are told to keep their private parts covered and advised to marry. … Also (prohibited are) women already married, except those whom your right hands possess: Thus hath Allah ordained (Prohibitions) against you: Except for these, all others are lawful, provided ye seek (them in marriage) with gifts from your property,- desiring chastity, not lust … (4/24)

The Qur’an mentions the case of Joseph who had refused the approach of Zaliha, a married woman who had fallen live with the beauty of Joseph despite his temptation. (12/18-35)

CHASTITY OF WOMEN

… And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw their veils over their bosoms and not display their beauty … (24/31)

The principle applied to men is also valid for women who are supposed to beware of tempting men and keep their chastity as well as those parts of her body that are likely to seduce a man. … be not too complacent of speech, lest one in whose heart is a disease should be moved with desire: but speak ye a speech (that is) just… And stay quietly in your houses, and make not a dazzling display, like that of the former Times of Ignorance; (33/32-33).

For the sake of preservation of the lawful family life chaste women must be selected for considering as candidate for marriage. … Lawful unto you in marriage) are (not only) chaste women who are believers, but chaste women among the People of the Book, revealed before your time, …(5/5)

PROMOTION OF MARRIAGE
Marry those among you who are single, or the virtuous ones among yourselves, male or female: if they are in poverty, Allah will give them means out of His grace: for Allah encompasseth all, and he knoweth all things. (24/32)

The Qur’an is particular about laying the foundations of marriage on a firm ground and about the procreated generation in good health and sane spiritually. Marriage is encouraged and illicit relations are banned.

Thus, the young people must be trained in religion and live according to the dictates of it. They must make exercises that will promote the secretion of endorphin, any of a group of proteins with potent analgesic properties that occur naturally in the brain which will contribute to their serenity and peace of mind. Persons who cannot help themselves from committing an offense must immediately repent and must beware of being a recidivist. And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or wronged their own souls, earnestly bring Allah to mind, and ask for forgiveness for their sins,- and who can forgive sins except Allah.- and are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have done. (3/135) By resignation to God, a man can master his evil tendencies and control his/her sexual drives. Disbelievers who are the plaything of Satan are noxious both to themselves and to the community and liable to punishment by God. 

Men, coming of age must be married even though they may be deprived of necessary means; for God will provide them with them.

CONFESSION OF SIN

Those who slander chaste women, indiscreet but believing, are cursed in this life and in the Hereafter: for them is a grievous Penalty,- (24/23)

Slander is another grievous offense. Such people who cannot prove their allegations by the testimony of four witnesses are punished by 80 stripes. And those who launch a charge against chaste women, and produce not four witnesses (to support their allegations),- flog them with eighty stripes; and reject their evidence ever after: for such men are wicked transgressors. (24/4)

In case the spouses allege that their consorts are committing adultery without being able to produce witness, the judge may divorce them. (24/4-9).

PUNISHMENT FOR ADULTERY

… while it was most serious in the sight of Allah … (24/15)

The woman and the man guilty of adultery or fornication,- flog each of them with a hundred stripes: Let not compassion move you in their case, in a matter prescribed by Allah, if ye believe in Allah and the Last Day: and let a party of the Believers witness their punishment. (24/2)

No distinction is made between the adulterer and the adulteress. Punishment for adultery cannot be applied unless sanctioned before the judge. To prove an act of fornication four witnesses are required or the adulterer or adulteress must confess his/her action. An unmarried woman’s conceiving a child also is a case of adultery. However, those who are forced to fornicate are exempt from this. Any one who, after accepting faith in Allah, utters Unbelief,- except under compulsion, his heart remaining firm in Faith - but such as open their breast to Unbelief, on them is Wrath from Allah, and theirs will be a dreadful Penalty. 

Punishment for adultery is necessary, which will take place in public, as it will be an exemplary act. Such offenses must be thwarted by certain preventive measures; but once the act has been committed there should be no leniency. The verse is explicit in this point. It should be seen to it that the beating must not aim at wounding the culprit.

There is no mention of pelting, stoning to death, in the Qur’an. This is against God’s justice and the human rights. Arabs who stuck to their customs preferred to keep the old tribal custom of pelting even after Islam’s advent. Rumors had been raised which claimed that the Prophet had applied pelting and that pelting had been in vigor under Umar. Such lies have unfortunately caused pelting to be introduced in the canon law. This cannot be reconciled with God’s mercy and the law that the Qur’an has laid down.

LESBIANISM

If any of your women are guilty of lewdness, Take the evidence of four (Reliable) witnesses from amongst you against them; and if they testify, confine them to houses until death do claim them, or Allah ordain for them some (other) way. (4/15)

Lesbianism or sapphism is sensual desire of a woman for other women. This is against the law of creation and an ignominious affair. Scholars have disagreed on whether this must be considered as adultery or fornication or not.  In his Kur’an’daki Islam, Prof. Yaşar Nuri Öztürk, makes the following comment on Prof.Atay’s statement on the subject: Some of the verses have to do with homosexuality which the experts on the canon law of Islam have overlooked… Surah 4/15-16 are explicit about this provides sanctions for homosexuality. Nevertheless, as the said experts considered these two verses as abrogated and as adultery formulated judgments without justification…”

HOMOSEXUALITY AMONG MEN

Would ye really approach men in your lusts rather than women? Nay, ye are a people (grossly) ignorant! (27/55)

If two men among you are guilty of lewdness, punish them both. If they repent and amend, Leave them alone; for Allah is Oft-returning, Most Merciful. (4/16)

Homosexuality is atypical sexuality characterized by manifestation of sexual desire toward a member of one's own sex; erotic activity with a member of one's own sex. The Qur’an speaks of these inversions and perversions which had been fought against by prophets and which had been the cause of destruction by God. (See The Qur’an, 26/165; 7/80-84) 

The Qur’an foresees for such perverts such punishments as oppression, casting off the society, etc. However, if they ask for pardon from God, they can be forgiven if they remain steadfast in their repentance. Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah. for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

DIVORCE

Divorce is a legal dissolution in whole or in part of a marriage relation usually by a court or other body having competent authority: an absolute dissolution of a valid marriage made by decree of court for lawful cause arising after the marriage   called also divorce a vinculo matrimonii; distinguished from annulment among some non-Christian peoples: a formal separation of man and wife by the act of one party (talak) or by consent according to established custom. Where there is longer affection, love and mutual respect between the spouses, the matrimonial tie should be broken, since otherwise either of the parties or both of them will suffer. Divorce becomes compulsory as marriage had been between sexes.

The Qur’an insists on the continuation of the matrimony, and only if no positive results can be obtained, must one have recourse to divorce. There is no definite clause on the procedure of divorce. Therefore, it must be decided upon according to the prevailing custom at the time of divorce. Petition to divorce may be brought to court both by man and woman. Incompatibility between the sexes is a ground for divorce that requires a court sentence. Yet, certain traditionalist experts of canon law recognized man the right to unilaterally divorce his wife called talak.
TRY TO GET ALONG WELL WITH YOUR MATES

...  live with them on a footing of kindness and equity. If ye take a dislike to them it may be that ye dislike a thing, and Allah brings about through it a great deal of good (4/19)

The Qur’an charges man, in the first place, with the task of trying to get well with his wife. Even though women may at times behave in disapprobatory manners, men must be able to connive at their minor offenses and to be lenient toward them. Attempt at divorce for unjustified causes will be to the detriment not only of the parties but of the entire family. There is an exception to the rule. … except in case they are guilty of some open lewdness, those are limits set by Allah. and any who transgresses the limits of Allah, does verily wrong his (own) soul: thou knowest not if perchance Allah will bring about thereafter some new situation. (65/1)

IF WOMAN BLOWS HOT AND COLD

… . As to those women on whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (Next), refuse to share their beds, (And last) beat them (lightly); but if they return to obedience, seek not against them Means (of annoyance): For Allah is Most High, great (above you all). (4/34)

The Qur’an suggests doing everything possible not to disrupt the matrimonial life. Misunderstandings may occur in any household. It is the husband’s duty to admonish her. The Qur’an lays down a three stage-procedure. 1) Admonishing them in the first place; 2) refusing to share her bed; and 3) beat them lightly (or move her away from where she happens to be). Temporary separation of spouses may regenerate in them affection and love. … any who transgresses the limits of Allah, does verily wrong his (own) soul: thou knowest not if perchance Allah will bring about thereafter some new situation. (65/1)

Certain Islamic scholars interpreted the Arabic word darb – which has some twenty meanings – having the sense of beating and overlooked the connotation of ‘moving somebody away’. The Prophet has always been gentle toward his wives and never maltreated any of them.

IN CASE HUSBAND PROVES TO BE FICKLE

If a wife fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there is no blame on them if they arrange an amicable settlement between themselves; and such settlement is best; even though men's souls are swayed by greed … (4/128)

In case the husband proves to be fickle, the Qur’an advises to try to make amicable settlement with him so that the matrimonial is not broken. Such an attempt may promote the renewal of the relationship and peace will reign supreme. This should be tried by the parties without involvement of the other members of the family.

Woman is the indispensable complementary part of man. To establish a home, satisfy their respective sexual desires and procreate are part of the divine law. … Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women and sons …(3/4)

RECOURSE TO ARBITERS

If ye fear a breach between them twain, appoint (two) arbiters, one from his family, and the other from hers; if they wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation: For Allah hath full knowledge, and is acquainted with all things.  (4/35)

The Qur’an desires the continuation of the matrimonial life. God has laid down the means that would contribute to this. If attempt at reconciliation fails, then arbitration becomes necessary. An arbiter is a person having the authority to decide a matter in dispute. The persons to act as arbiters are, according to the Qur’an, the close relatives of the parties or someone else appointed by a judge who will be authorized to reconcile the parties or decide on divorce. If the arbiters appointed are sincerely willing to reconcile the parties, God will help them to be successful.

DIVORCE DECIDED BY ARBITERS/JUDGES

If ye fear a breach between them twain, appoint (two) arbiters, one from his family, and the other from hers; if they wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation: For Allah hath full knowledge, and is acquainted with all things. (4/35)

But if they disagree (and must part), Allah will provide abundance for all from His all-reaching bounty: for Allah is He that careth for all and is Wise. (4/130)

If, despite efforts spent for reconciliation of the parties, the result is failure, divorce will be the best solution, since otherwise hatred and enmity will grow in the breasts of the couple. There is no explicit indication as to the procedure to be followed in divorce. The procedure to be followed must be formulated according to conditions and circumstances reigning in a particular society. A person twice divorced may re-tie his/her matrimonial tie with his/her spouse. What is clear though is the right of both spouses to draw a petition for divorce.

The scholars agree on the fact that the judge to whose attention a divorce petition has been submitted on grounds of matrimonial disputes may refer the case to arbitrage, the arbiters to be appointed having the authority to decide on the termination of the conjugal life either for a consideration or otherwise. (See Prof. Dr. Hayrettin Karaman. Islamda Kadın ve Aile, p. 259)

But if they disagree (and must part), Allah will provide abundance for all from His all-reaching bounty: for Allah is He that careth for all and is Wise. (4/130)

The husband must not ask for the return of the dower he had given to his wife. But if ye decide to take one wife in place of another, even if ye had given the latter a whole treasure for dower, Take not the least bit of it back: Would ye take it by slander and manifest wrong. (4/20) However, the ex-wife may, if she so wishes, return her dower. … If ye (judges) do indeed fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained by Allah, there is no blame on either of them if she give something for her freedom…. (2/229) Following the pronouncement of divorce the parties must observe decorum. O Prophet! When ye do divorce women, divorce them at their prescribed periods, and count (accurately), their prescribed periods: And fear Allah your Lord: and turn them not out of their houses, nor shall they (themselves) leave, except in case they are guilty of some open lewdness, those are limits set by Allah. and any who transgresses the limits of Allah, does verily wrong his (own) soul: thou knowest not if perchance Allah will bring about thereafter some new situation. (65/1-2)

PRESCRIBED PERIODS IN DIVORCE

Divorced women shall wait concerning themselves for three monthly periods. Nor is it lawful for them to hide what Allah Hath created in their wombs, if they have faith in Allah and the Last Day. And their husbands have the better right to take them back in that period, if they wish for reconciliation. And women shall have rights similar to the rights against them, according to what is equitable; but men have a degree (of advantage) over them. And Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise. (2/228)

Three monthly periods are foreseen for the protection of women’s rights to be sure if she is pregnant or not. During this period the woman cannot marry another man. This will enable the parties to know whether they have a common child not yet born and to make sure if they are steadfast about their resolution to end their matrimony. The couple may have wrangled for an insignificant matter over which they were at cross purposes and repented afterward. … thou knowest not if perchance Allah will bring about thereafter some new situation (65/1)

It is worth the while for the couple to separate from each other for a time so that they may think it over. Talak, divorce that is effected by the simple act of the husband's rejecting the wife three times before the contract is made null and void. This will enable the parties to think the matter over and avoid being the slave of an impulse. (See. Prof.Dr.Süleyman Ateş-Yüce Kur’anın Çağdaş Tefsiri 1/398)

A divorce is only permissible twice: after that, the parties should either hold Together on equitable terms, or separate with kindness. It is not lawful for you, (Men), to take back any of your gifts (from your wives), except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained by Allah. If ye (judges) do indeed fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained by Allah, there is no blame on either of them if she give something for her freedom. These are the limits ordained by Allah. so do not transgress them if any do transgress the limits ordained by Allah, such persons wrong (Themselves as well as others). So if a husband divorces his wife (irrevocably), He cannot, after that, re-marry her until after she has married another husband and He has divorced her. In that case there is no blame on either of them if they re-unite, provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by Allah. Such are the limits ordained by Allah, which He makes plain to those who understand. (2/229-230)

SUNDRY

Our community undergone transformation in line with the developments in communication, science and technology has been faced with outlooks different than the traditional ones. A consequence of which has been the increasing curiosity to learn new things, amongst others, spiritualism, reincarnation, fortune telling, etc. People wonder if such things are compatible with the Qur’an. These are studied under the following captions:

A) WITCHCRAFT AND SORCERY
B) JINNS

C) ASTROLOGY

D) SPRITUALISM

E) REINCARNATION

WITCHCRAFT or SORCERY

Witchcraft is an act or instance of employing sorcery especially with malevolent intent; it is the alleged exercise of supernatural powers or alleged intercourse with the devil. Sorcery or witchcraft is widespread in out country. Sorcery is explained in detail in connection with the incident that took place in the presence of Moses and the Pharaoh. For Islam sorcery is a detestable thing.

In history we come across many varieties of witchcraft; necromancer, magician, diabolist and conjuror are some of the people that deal with these occult sciences. The Qur’an states that unless connived at by the Qur’an no magic can work. The only way to stand against conjurors is to take refuge in God. Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of the Dawn From the mischief of created things; 
From the mischief of Darkness as it overspreads; From the mischief of those who practice secret arts;  And from the mischief of the envious one as he practices envy. (113/4-5)

INFIDELS THAT TRY TO DERIVE BENEFIT FROM SORCERY 

They followed what the evil ones gave out (falsely) against the power of Solomon: the blasphemers Were, not Solomon, but the evil ones, teaching men Magic, and such things as came down at Babylon to the angels Harut and Marut. But neither of these taught anyone (Such things) without saying: "We are only for trial; so do not blaspheme." They learned from them the means to sow discord between man and wife. But they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah’s permission. And they learned what harmed them, not what profited them. And they knew that the buyers of (magic) would have no share in the happiness of the Hereafter. And vile was the price for which they did sell their souls, if they but knew! (2/102)

David, son of Solomon, had been bestowed by God the gift of having sovereignty over the winds, animals and jinns. He was the king of Israel. The temple of Solomon, the most sumptuous structure of the time had been erected in 825 BC. Certain weak minded Jews of the period believed that Solomon had had the power to conjure up occult powers; to summon or constrain (as a spirit or a devil) to appear or to obey one by invoking a spell or a sacred name; to affect or effect by or as if by magic. In actual fact he was a great Prophet and favored by God.

Magic is the use of means (as ceremonies, charms, spells) that are believed to have supernatural power to cause a supernatural being to produce or prevent a particular result (as rain, death, healing) considered not obtainable by natural means and that also include the arts of divination, incantation, sympathetic magic, and thaumaturgy, as well as   control of natural forces by the typically direct action of rites, objects, materials, or words considered supernaturally potent. Persons having recourse to magic are not God fearing people. They try to exploit people by their jugglery with giving them false hopes. Their miracle-mongering may have a part of truth in it, while the major part is but wizardry. The Qur’an has categorically prohibited having recourse to such practices.

God wanted that human beings acquire all sorts of knowledge and see whether they would make use of that knowledge for the good of humanity or not. To this end He sent two angels to the earth, namely Harut and Marut who were supposed to teach mankind the said knowledge by divine inspiration. The angels while transmitting the said knowledge to mankind warned them to make use of that knowledge for the benefit of humanity and not their detriment. It is a fact that knowledge is a double-edged sword that can be used for the good or not. For instance electricity which is of greatest use for humanity may well be used to electrocute people. When used for the benefit of humanity, God’s blessing will be on the operator of that scientific invention.

The sorcerers had taught the Babylonians how to conjure up devilish forces which they used in addition to the heaven sent knowledge to practice magic. The science they had learned from Harut and Marut was exploited for evil ends. Magic worked mostly for sowing discord between man and wife. This practice addled people, created in their minds strange apprehensions and demoralized the weak minded.

It is stated that unless God permits no magic works. For No kind of calamity can occur, except by the leave of Allah. and if any one believes in Allah, ((Allah)) guides his heart (aright): for Allah knows all things. (64/11) … Not a leaf doth fall but with His knowledge:… (6/59); And put thy trust in Allah, and enough is Allah as a disposer of affairs. (33/3) 

The seer does not know the Unseen. Verily the knowledge of the Hour is with Allah (alone). It is He Who sends down rain, and He Who knows what is in the wombs. Nor does any one know what it is that he will earn on the morrow: Nor does any one know in what land he is to die. Verily with Allah is full knowledge and He is acquainted (with all things). (31/34)

In Turkey witchcraft and sorcery are practiced as a lucrative source of income. Innocent and candid people are seduced by so-called hodjas and mediums to have recourse to them. These swindlers earn a good deal of money on credulous people. Had they had access to the unknown, these people would have made fortunes by guessing the result of lotteries, etc. To have recourse to conjurers and lose hope in the good that only God can bestow upon man, means, in a sense, attribution of partners to God. Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we seek.  (1/5) Allah forgiveth not (The sin of) joining other gods with Him; but He forgiveth whom He pleaseth other sins than this: one who joins other gods with Allah, Hath strayed far, far away (from the right).(The Pagans), leaving Him, call but upon female deities: They call but upon satan the persistent rebel! (4/116-117)

I TAKE REFUGE WITH GOD

Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of the Dawn From the mischief of created things; From the mischief of Darkness as it overspreads; From the mischief of those who practice secret arts; And from the mischief of the envious one as he practices envy. (113/1-5)

Sorcerer women used to tie knots to which they whispered secret words. This was practice of manipulating the course of nature by controlling supernatural forces through ritual and spell. The spell or incantation unlocked the full power of the ritual. Black magic was intended to harm or destroy. The protection against such practices is to take refuge with God. Evil eye is another agent of destruction. The glance believed to have the ability to cause injury or death to those on whom it falls; children and animals are thought to be particularly susceptible. Belief in the evil eye is ancient and ubiquitous: it occurred in ancient Greece and Rome; is found in Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist, and Hindu traditions and in folk cultures and preliterate societies.

The story goes that the Jews had cast a spell on the Prophet to harm his mental balance in order to make him incapable of receiving revelations. This is of course an ungrounded assertion since there is no power in the universe that can vie with the power of the Almighty. O Messenger. proclaim the (message) which hath been sent to thee from thy Lord. If thou didst not, thou wouldst not have fulfilled and proclaimed His mission. And Allah will defend thee from men (who mean mischief). For Allah guideth not those who reject Faith. (5/67) We know best why it is they listen, when they listen to thee; and when they meet in private conference, behold, the wicked say, "Ye follow none other than a man bewitched!" (17/47) . "Throw that which is in thy right hand: Quickly will it swallow up that which they have faked what they have faked is but a magician's trick: and the magician thrives not, (no matter) where he goes." (20/69) In the light of these verses the assertion remains unsubstantiated.

Scholars agree on the fact that the Prophet used to pray God reciting the Qur’anic verses the sole source of remedies.

DIVINATION AND ASTROMANCY

Divination is the practice of determining the hidden significance or cause of events, sometimes foretelling the future, by various natural, psychological, and other techniques. Found in all civilizations, both ancient and modern, it is encountered most frequently in contemporary mass society in the form of horoscopes, astrology, crystal gazing, tarot cards, and the Ouija board.

Astromancy which is divination by means of the stars were practiced in ancient civilizations. They used amulets or talismans which were objects cut or engraved with a sign or character under various superstitious observances or influences of the heavens and thought to act as a charm to avert evil and bring good fortune. They were objects, either natural or man-made, believed to be endowed with special powers to protect or bring good fortune. Amulets were carried on the person or kept in the place that is the desired sphere of influence. The terms amulet and talisman are often used interchangeably, but a talisman is sometimes defined as an engraved amulet. Natural amulets are of many kinds: precious stones, metals, teeth and claws of animals, bones, plants, and so on. Man-made amulets, equally varied, include religious medallions and small figurines. Among believers amulets are thought to derive power from their connection with natural forces, from religious associations, or from being made in a ritual manner at a favorable time._

They also had recourse to such devices as mesmerism (a spiritlike force held to reside in some individuals by the emanation of which a strong quasi-hypnotic influence can assertedly be exerted over others), hypnotism which were dangerous practices.

Sorcery had also recourse to jinns, one of a class of beneficent or malevolent spirits that inhabit the earth, that are capable of assuming various forms, and that exercise supernatural power. Spiritualists may be classified in this category.

Jugglery was the performance of juggling feasts. Juggler was a person that manipulated or deceived especially for the purpose of achieving a desired end.  A like event had occurred in connection with Moses. So Pharaoh withdrew: He concerted his plan, and then came (back).  Moses said to him: Woe to you! Forge not ye a lie against Allah, lest He destroy you (at once) utterly by chastisement: the forger must suffer frustration!"  So they disputed, one with another, over their affair, but they kept their talk secret.  They said: "These two are certainly (expert) magicians: their object is to drive you out from your land with their magic, and to do away with your most cherished institutions. "Therefore concert your plan, and then assemble in (serried) ranks: He wins (all along) today who gains the upper hand." They said: "O Moses! whether wilt thou that thou throw (first) or that we be the first to throw?" He said, "Nay, throw ye first!" Then behold their ropes and their rods-so it seemed to him on account of their magic - began to be in lively motion!  So Moses conceived in his mind a (sort of) fear.  We said: "Fear not! for thou hast indeed the upper hand: "Throw that which is in thy right hand: Quickly will it swallow up that which they have faked what they have faked is but a magician's trick: and the magician thrives not, (no matter) where he goes." (20/60-69)

Illusionism which is the use of or propensity for the use of often extreme illusionary effects to deceive people was also used along with certain potions including hallucinatory drugs. Use was also made of a person’s feces, pieces torn from corpses, blood, etc. which were considered unclean by religion. 

Mischief making by transmission of ungrounded rumors is also considered as a kind of sorcery. (See Elmalılı Hamdi Yazır, vol.2 pp. 120-131 – Prof. XDr. Süleyman Ateş, vol 1 pp. 203-211)

JINNS

Jinns are any of a class of spirits, lower than the angels capable of appearing in human and animal forms and influencing humankind for either good or evil. They are invisible beings endowed with intelligence and possibly with communities. It is claimed that prophets have been raised from among them who have transmitted heavenly revelations. There are among them both believers and unbelievers. Satanic jinns inspire one with suspicions and ungrounded fears. It must be pointed out that man cannot be obsessed by Jinns. 

Opportunists have also had recourse to jinns conjuring them to work magic.

JINNS CREATED FROM FIRE

And the Jinn race, We had created before, from the fire of a scorching wind.  (15/27)

Jinns are creatures endowed wit consciousness and will like human beings but are invisible like microwave, for instance.

JINNS CREATED TO SERVE GOD

I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve Me (51/56)

Just like men, they are servants of God and are subject to the divine law; the doers of good deeds shall be placed in paradise, the evil doers in hell.

COMMUNITY OF JINNS

"O ye assembly of Jinns and men! … (6/130)

'True, there were persons among mankind who took shelter with persons among the Jinns, but they increased them in folly. (72/6)

We learn from the Qur’an that jinns, like men, have sex and families both in heaven and upon the earth and have their communities.

PROPHETS HAVE BEEN SENT TO THEM

"O ye assembly of Jinns and men! came there not unto you apostles from amongst you, setting forth unto you My signs, and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours? (6/130)

Behold, We turned towards thee a company of Jinns (quietly) listening to the Qur'an: when they stood in the presence thereof, they said, "Listen in silence!" When the (reading) was finished, they returned to their people, to warn (them of their sins). They said, "O our people! We have heard a Book revealed after Moses, confirming what came before it: it guides (men) to the Truth and to a Straight Path.  "O our people, hearken to the one who invites (you) to Allah, and believe in him: He will forgive you your faults, and deliver you from a Penalty Grievous. (46/29-31)

The Prophet did not see them actually but was told by God that they listened to the recitation of the Qur’an.

Say: It has been revealed to me that a company of Jinns listened (to the Qur'an). They said, 'We have really heard a wonderful Recital! (72/1)

SATANIC JINNS

'There are among us some that are righteous, and some the contrary: we follow divergent paths. (72/11)

Amongst us are some that submit their wills (to Allah., and some that swerve from justice. Now those who submit their wills - they have sought out (the path) of right conduct: (72/14)

As the Qur’an explains the jinns are of two categories; namely, the good ones and the evil ones. Among them there are those who are believers and disbelievers who are a source of evil acts.

JINNS DO NOT KNOW THE UNSEEN

… the Jinns saw plainly that if they had known the unseen, they would not have tarried in the humiliating Penalty (of their Task). (34/14) 

The Unseen is that to which not even the Prophet had had access. With Him are the keys of the unseen, the treasures that none knoweth but He…(6/59) One can see that the manipulations of the so-called seers and fortune tellers are but pure swindling acts. Moreover, any help that can be extended to a human being should be free without charge: Those were the (prophets) who received Allah’s guidance: Copy the guidance they received; Say: "No reward for this do I ask of you: This is no less than a message for the nations." (6/90)

SATANIC EFFECTS

(The same) who whispers into the hearts of Mankind,- Among Jinns and among men. (114/5-6)

Shall I inform you, (O people!), on whom it is that the evil ones descend? They descend on every lying, wicked person, (Into whose ears) they pour hearsay vanities, and most of them are liars. (26/221-223)

The effects on man exerted by jinn and human devils are anxiety, doubt, suspicion, and scruple. Unbelieving jinns try to distort truth, whispering into the hearts evil things while believing jinns inspire determination and happiness. Man totters between truth and untruth before eventually arriving at a resolution wherein he finds perfection. Devils inspire skepticism about the existence of God, afterlife, prayers, fasting, alms, etc. The person who is a victim to such doubts will be led to the precipice of perdition.

DEVILISH JINNS

We have indeed decked the lower heaven with beauty (in) the stars,-  (For beauty) and for guard against all obstinate rebellious evil spirits, (So) they should not strain their ears in the direction of the Exalted Assembly but be cast away from every side, Repulsed, for they are under a perpetual penalty, Except such as snatch away something by stealth, and they are pursued by a flaming fire, of piercing brightness.  (37/6-10)

Heavens are the abode of angels. They discuss among themselves divine messages received. The devilish jinns who would intrude in their space might overhear their dialogues and when they are back to earth they would distort what they had heard and adding lies to their stories communicate them to the sorcerers; who, believing they have received revelations, would be led astray and lead astray other people. Therefore, the heavens are made devil-proof.  (See Elmalılı M.Hamdi Yazır, 8/301).

“In view of such and similar occurrences it is believed that human beings telecommunicate by the mediation of the jinns. Despite the fact that he Unseen is inaccessible to them it is believed that they know and are able to observe certain things unknown to human beings. However, they are not to be trusted since they concoct lies while transmitting such knowledge to human beings; just like in the case of seers; just like in mediumistic séances.” ( See Divantaş IImihal II p. 156)

Scarcity of knowledge about the jinns in the Qur’an led people to have recourse to such people claiming to have esoteric knowledge. It has become a lucrative profession nowadays.

Jinns who are supernatural beings are believed to have access to knowledge which is not accessible to human beings. Nevertheless, about future neither the jinns nor the prophets can know anything. Such appeals are made only to God. Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we seek.(1/5)

Allah forgiveth not (The sin of) joining other gods with Him; but He forgiveth whom He pleaseth other sins than this: one who joins other gods with Allah, Hath strayed far, far away (from the right). (The Pagans), leaving Him, call but upon female deities: They call but upon satan the persistent rebel! (4/116-117)

I TAKE REFUGE WITH GOD

Say: I seek refuge with the Lord and Cherisher of Mankind, The King (or Ruler) of Mankind, The Allah (for judge) of Mankind,- From the mischief of the Whisperer (of Evil), who withdraws (after his whisper),- (The same) who whispers into the hearts of Mankind,- Among Jinns and among men (114/1-6)

It is known that the Prophet used to recite these verses three times each before going to bed. Those who believe, and whose hearts find satisfaction in the remembrance of Allah. for without doubt in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find satisfaction (13/28)

ASTROLOGY AND ASTROMANCY

Astrology is a type of divination that consists in forecasting earthly and human events by means of observing and interpreting the fixed stars, the Sun, the Moon, and the planets. As a science, astrology has been used to predict or affect the destinies of individuals, groups, or nations by an assumed understanding of the influence of the planets and stars on earthly affairs. As a pseudoscience, astrology is considered to be diametrically opposed to the findings and theories of modern Western science. Among the Chaldeans worship of stars was not a rarity.

Islam is against such interpretations. There is no mention whatsoever in the Qur’an to justify the existence and plausibility of astromancy, divination by means of the stars. Only God knows the future. 

It is We Who have set out the zodiacal signs in the heavens, and made them fair-seeming to (all) beholders. It is We Who have set out the zodiacal signs in the heavens, and made them fair-seeming to (all) beholders (71/15-16)

And marks and sign-posts; and by the stars (men) guide themselves.(16/16)

As one may well observe from above the Qur’an does provide us with astronomical knowledge but there is not even a single verse about astrology which cannot be reconciled with Islam anyhow. Fortune telling is a sort of attribution of partners to God.

CONSTELLATIONS

Constellation is, in astronomy, any of certain groupings of stars that were imagined—at least by those who named them—to form conspicuous configurations of objects or creatures in the sky.  The sun is just one of the approximately 200 milliards of stars forming the Milky Way. Such galaxies whose number is estimated to be about 200 milliards are themselves formed of constellations and stars. The Zodiac is formed of the following 12 constellations: zodiac, zone of the sky that includes about 8 degrees on either side of the ECLIPTIC. The apparent paths of the sun, the moon, and the major planets all fall within this zone. The zodiac is divided into 12 equal parts of 30 degrees each, each part being named for a CONSTELLATION and represented by a sign. Because of the PRECESSION OF THE EQUINOXES, the equinox and solstice points have each moved westward about 30 degrees in the last 2,000 years; thus the zodiacal constellations, which were named in ancient times, no longer correspond to the segments of the zodiac represented by their signs.).

Ptolemy, Greco-Egyptian mathematician and geographer was the last great astronomer of ancient times. He systematized and recorded the knowledge of Alexandrian men of science. His theory led to the idea that human beings were under the influence of stars. Constellations governed them and form the principal traits f their characters. According to the Chaldeans the universe was governed by stars from whom both and good originated. The Sabeans, a branch of the aforementioned Chaldeans believed that the heavenly bodies were live beings and had just like men intelligence and had sovereignty over the destinies of the human beings. On the other hand, the Indian astrologists had formulated their conclusions basing on the size and distance form earth of the stars, Saturn being, for instance the source of happiness. (See Divantaş İlmihal II, p. 150)

GOD THE CREATOR THE ONLY SOVEREIGN

To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: When He decreeth a matter, He saith to it: "Be," and it is. (2/117)

Knowest thou not that to Allah belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth? And besides Him ye have neither patron nor helper. (2/107)

God who created heaven and earth has imposed His law. Unto Allah belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth. He giveth life and He taketh it. Except for Him ye have no protector nor helper. (9/116) God is the only entity master of the universe. To believe that all the good and the evil things come from heavenly bodies is illogical.

Every human being comes to the world with his/her idiosyncratic characters; who has to carry them with them in the entire course of them lives. Astrologers’ conjectures as to the similarities of persons born under the same stars have been proved not have the same destiny. In whatever Form He wills, does He put thee together. (82/8) No heavenly body has been entrusted with the governance of human beings. Everything is God’s doing, to think otherwise would be to attribute partners to God.

ONLY GOD KNOWS WHAT THE FUTURE WILL BRING

Say: None in the heavens or on earth, except Allah, knows what is hidden: nor can they perceive when they shall be raised up (for Judgment). (27/65)

With Him are the keys of the unseen, the treasures that none knoweth but He. He knoweth whatever there is on the earth and in the sea. Not a leaf doth fall but with His knowledge:… (6/59)

The Unseen cannot be perceived or grasped by senses or intelligence. No one knows when and where one will die; such secrets have not been shared with any other creature, including prophets.

Astrology has become of fashion nowadays; as had been in prehistory. Fortune telling is not compatible with the data of the Qur’an and is contrary to its dictates.

OTHER DIVINATION METHODS

O ye who believe! Intoxicants and gambling, (dedication of) stones, and (divination by) arrows, are an abomination,- of Satan's handwork: eschew such (abomination), that ye may prosper. (5/90)

Divination is foreseeing future events or obtaining secret knowledge through divine sources, omens, or oracles. It is based on the belief that revelations are offered to humans in extrarational forms of knowledge: ancient Chaldeans studied birds' flight and patterns in water or entrails; the Greeks put their trust in the oracle. Present-day forms of divination include crystal gazing, palmistry, and astrology.

People who give credence to such practices are exploited by false ‘prophets’ and injure their own spirit. Say: "O Allah. Creator of the heavens and the earth! Knower of all that is hidden and open! it is Thou that wilt judge between Thy Servants in those matters about which they have differed." (39/46)

Verily the knowledge of the Hour is with Allah (alone). It is He Who sends down rain, and He Who knows what is in the wombs. Nor does any one know what it is that he will earn on the morrow: Nor does any one know in what land he is to die. Verily with Allah is full knowledge and He is acquainted (with all things). (31/34)

Had fortune tellers and seers been better advised they would know the results of lotteries and derive a huge fortune from their practice.

SPRITUALISM or SPIRITISM

Spiritualism is based on a belief that departed spirits hold intercourse with mortals usually through a medium by means of rapping and other physical phenomena or during abnormal mental states (as trances). There is no detailed information in the Qur’an about spirit which is said to be immortal. The characteristic thing about spirit is that when it enters the body of an object it infuses it with life. Following the death of the human being his/her soul or spirit is brought in the presence of God. He/she is rewarded for his/her good deeds or punished for its iniquities. However, they have to wait for the doomsday for this when they will be clad in their former bodies.

Invoking spirits during the spiritualistic séances is a matter of prestidigitation and has no truth in it.

THE SOULS OR SPIRITS ARE IN THE CUSTODY OF GOD 

They ask thee concerning the Spirit (of inspiration). Say: "The Spirit (cometh) by command of my Lord: of knowledge it is only a little that is communicated to you, (O men!)" (17/85)

We are told that the spirit or soul is in the custody of God who disposes of it as it pleases Him. I feel its presence within me by intuition. Yunus Emre, the mystic poet said: “There is an I within me other than me”

I am not totally unconscious of its presence but I do sense its existence as a power that drives me and gives me my energy.

CREATION OF SPIRIT OR SOUL AFTER THE BODY

Behold! thy Lord said to the angels: "I am about to create man, from sounding clay from mud molded into shape; "When I have fashioned him (in due proportion) and breathed into him of My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance unto him." (15/28-29)

He Who has made everything which He has created most good: He began the creation of man with (nothing more than) clay, And made his progeny from a quintessence of the nature of a fluid despised: But He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him something of His spirit. And He gave you (the faculties of) hearing and sight and feeling (and understanding): little thanks do ye give! (32/7-9)

Adam shaped first out of clay had partaken from God’s own spirit. This is the beginning of the birth of humanity that afterward carried on the procreation by the conjunction of the sperm of the male with the ovum of the female. God infuses spirit into the embryo after about four months of uterine existence. 

THE SPIRIT OR SOUL SHALL RETURN TO ITS CREATOR.

Then are men returned unto Allah, their protector, the (only) reality: Is not His the command? and He is the swiftest in taking account. Say: "Who is it that delivereth you from the dark recesses of land and sea, when ye call upon Him in humility and silent terror: 'If He only delivers us from these (dangers), (we vow) we shall truly show our gratitude'.?" (6/61-62)

… "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our return":- (2/156)

God created man conferred him a soul and a body. The latter perishes at death while the former being immortal remains to be rewarded or punished on the Judgment Day. Then He causeth him to die, and putteth him in his grave; Then, when it is His Will, He will raise him up (again). (80/21-22) We have created (their Companions) of special creation. And made them virgin - pure (and undefiled), - Beloved (by nature), equal in age,- For the Companions of the Right Hand. (56/35-38)

We are told that the spirits or souls do not return to their earthly existence but await the Doomsday in another dimension. Under the circumstances, invoking spirits to this world is not possible.

SPRITUALISM
Spiritism can be defined as practices based upon the belief, that departed souls hold intercourse with mortals, usually through a medium by means of physical phenomena or during abnormal mental states, such as trances. 

It is believed that the human personality survives death and can communicate with the living through a medium sensitive to its vibrations. The communication may be psychic, as in clairvoyance or trance speaking, or physical, as in automatic writing or ectoplasmic materializations. 

Although they say that jinns have their fingers in pie no justification has been discovered as yet. Therefore, such practices should be conceived as fraudulent aimed to delude the gullible persons.

REINCARNATION

Reincarnation is the action of reincarnating or the state of being reincarnated, rebirth in new bodies or forms of life; especially a rebirth of a soul in a new human body;  a belief (as in metempsychosis and transmigration) that the souls of the dead successively return to earth in new forms or bodies.

This belief prevalent in the ancient Egyptian Indian and Greek cultures still continues to exist among certain communities. According to this belief men endowed with idiosyncratic characteristics live upon the earth in a state of inequality and injustice. To compensate for this human soul must be reborn in different bodies more then one time for the sake of maturity and perfection.

Reincarnation has certain inconsistencies, for instance soul that transmigrates shall be free from liabilities of being rewarded or punished.

Nevertheless, some scholars claimed on the basis of the verses 2/28 and 40/11 reincarnation may be considered. Yet, there is no explicit knowledge in the Qur’an. Quite the reverse is ha case, as there are inferences to the contrary.

VERSES CLAIMED TO POINT TO REINCARNATION

How can ye reject the faith in Allah.- seeing that ye were without life, and He gave you life; then will He cause you to die, and will again bring you to life; and again to Him will ye return.  (2/28)

They will say: "Our Lord! twice hast Thou made us without life, and twice hast Thou given us Life! Now have we recognized our sins: Is there any way out (of this)?"  (40/11)

In the light of the above verses it is claimed that reincarnation does exist in Islam. The orthodox Islam thinks otherwise as it interprets the above verses to be referring to the life upon the earth and to the resurrection after death. He Who has made everything which He has created most good: He began the creation of man with (nothing more than) clay, And made his progeny from a quintessence of the nature of a fluid despised: But He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him something of His spirit. And He gave you (the faculties of) hearing and sight and feeling (and understanding): little thanks do ye give (32/7-9).

It is He who doth take your souls by night, and hath knowledge of all that ye have done by day: by day doth He raise you up again; that a term appointed be fulfilled; In the end unto Him will be your return; then will He show you the truth of all that ye did. He is the irresistible, (watching) from above over His worshippers, and He sets guardians over you. At length, when death approaches one of you, Our angels take his soul, and they never fail in their duty. (6/61-62)

Angels separate the soul from the body, the former remaining immortal and the latter perishing. The soul returns to its Creator, to be rewarded or punished. Pending the Judgment Day it abides in a different dimension of which we are unaware. Then, when it is His Will, He will raise him up (again). (80/22) . But verily, it will be but a single (Compelling) Cry, When, behold, they will be in the (full) awakening (to Judgment). (79/13-14) . And they will be marshaled before thy Lord in ranks, (with the announcement), "Now have ye come to Us (bare) as We created you first: aye, ye thought We shall not fulfill the appointment made to you to meet (Us)! (18/46)

You will be returned to Him. This is the fiat. That Day will every soul be requited for what it earned; no injustice will there be that Day, for Allah is Swift in taking account. (40/17)

They will say: "Our Lord! twice hast Thou made us without life, and twice hast Thou given us Life! Now have we recognized our sins: Is there any way out (of this)?" (40/11)

VERSES DISPROVING REINCARNATION

"And I seek refuge with Thee O my Lord! lest they should come near me." (In Falsehood will they be) Until, when death comes to one of them, he says: "O my Lord! send me back (to life),- (23/99-100)

If thou couldst but see when they are confronted with the Fire! They will say: "Would that we were but sent back! Then would we not reject the signs of our Lord, but would be amongst those who believe!" Yea, in their own (eyes) will become manifest what before they concealed. But if they were returned, they would certainly relapse to the things they were forbidden, for they are indeed liars. (6/27-28)

We have created (their Companions) of special creation. And made them virgin - pure (and undefiled), - Beloved (by nature), equal in age,- For the Companions of the Right Hand. (56/35-38)

In the light of the above verses reincarnation claimed to exist according to the Qur’an is not possible.
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