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INTRODUCTION

By the present introduction, it has been my wish to contribute to our dear architect Mesut KAYNAK’s sincere and laudable work about love in the Qur’an. I hope that God Almighty will favorably receive this work and be lenient in assessing its shortcomings, if any, and merciful in evaluating its merits.
According to the Qu’ran, the incipient stage of the vital communion between the All-Merciful and man is love; it is with love that this contact evolves, eventually endowing man with wisdom, perfection, serenity and bliss. The said communion serves to purify a man’s heart, leading him to a spiritual re-birth by inspiring him self-restraint. It serves to cleanse away the defilements of the soul and guide him toward a better stage in which he will be able to predict the consequences of his acts. Fascinated attachment to God by observing and studying the signs and mysteries of creation, both within oneself and in the outside world, by pondering and meditating upon them, will finally endow him with wisdom opening the eye of his heart. “Whoever believes in God is guided by Him towards the true path” says the 64th surah of the Qur’an. “A person perceives the reality with the eye of his heart, what is essential is to be able to see it without recourse to eyesight,” says Antoine de Saint-Exupéry”. Conscience sometimes overpowers potentialities in certain individuals, while it enfolds them in others. Conscience undergoes transformation through self-restraint, by acquisitions from one’s milieu, culture and knowledge; it expands or scales down according to a man’s acts. The most powerful factor that fosters the development of one’s essence and conscience, that curbs the individual’s frailties and that has insight into his mysteries is faith in the Almighty. A thinker who tries to describe conscience that governs one’s impulses and acts says: “A conscience who does not believe in God, would be like a court without a judge.”
The Muslim is lit by a divine light that enlightens his heart and finds encompassed by the mercy of the Almighty. God befriends him and accompanies him everywhere; He keeps him always fit and powerful. He reinforces his soul and increases the freedom of his will. He sees to it that his reason and intelligence govern consistently all his actions and passions. The believer will henceforth follow the true path, the path trodden by the honest, virtuous and righteous servants of God. “The person whose faith is absolute is the one whose honesty is of the highest order” says our Prophet.
The beauty that belief in God bestows upon our soul is love. The more we love each other the more our belief in God is enhanced. Love develops as we convey our inner peace, equanimity and contentment to our neighbor. Love is the most beautiful sentiment that fosters the life of a Muslim who is in communion with God. Love between the All-Merciful and man has a paramount place in the Qur’an and every now and then is made explicit. Life experiences of the true and faithful friends of God are beautifully rendered in the literature of Islam. Esteemed Mesut KAYNAK has interpreted the verses of the Qur’an that have reference to love in the light of our Prophet’s traditions, with quotations from the Turkish mystic poets, Mawlana and Yunus Emre. In our today’s world in which materialism is gaining ground, wherein commisseration has lost all its conventional sense and men, deprived of genuine faith in a supreme being, have indulged in various fanaticisms, to remind people of the still abiding existence of love and of its intrinsic power has become an indispensable task for us. If we profess to be real believers willing to endear ourselves to God, we must do our utmost to exercise this tender feeling in all our transactions. Faith without love is unthinkable; and tolerance and forbearance no longer have any sway in our relations. I congratulate KAYNAK on his valuable study. It has been my intention to contribute to his work by a few words and share the love he has exhibited. I owe to the Qur’an the clemency and ardor with which I view the creation. I have always remembered the Prophet with due love and respect.
Love of God is a symbol of faith experienced by true believers. Our esteemed Prophet often makes it clear that faith breeds love, and love faith. Love of God is the basis of honesty and virtuous life. The person who has had the privilege of being endowed with the sense of being the true servant of God becomes, radiant, saintly, gentle, delicate, tolerant and commendable. He is no longer a prey to evil and hostile feelings, hardness of heart, hatred and vengeance. The entire universe and the creatures on it will appear to him as the work of the Creator. The eye imbued with love will be blind to his neighbor’s faults and misdemeanors. Life becomes fascinating.
God’s love for his creatures is the other pole. An individual who truly believes and resigns to God’s Will, shall enjoy His favor. God will love those who love his fellow beings and are lenient and kind to him and who do good deeds. KAYNAK has listed in detail the persons with whom God is displeased. We observe that love has no absolute existence but is dependent on the individual. A person in whom love has found a fertile ground will be free from rancor and ill feelings. A person who loves God will of necessity love human beings and shun all evil actions. The Self imbued with love of God, will be immune against all evil. A  Muslim enamored with love will abhor all hostile feelings. A person favored by God is a source of bliss and serenity. God will protect that man and foster his doings. A tradition of our Prophet runs as follows: “If God loves his servant, he will command Gabriel to act affectionately toward him. Gabriel, in turn, will announce to the celestial beings that that particular servant is loved by God, which will earn him the veneration of the entire universe. In the Qur’anic jargon, a person in adoration of the Supreme Being will always be under aegis.
Paradise on earth is experienced by love. “Come back thou to thy Lord, - well-pleased (thyself) and well pleasing unto Him! Ye enter thou my Heaven!’ (Surah 89/28).
My God bless you and the persons you love!








Dr. Lütfü Doğan







Former Secretary of State and








Head of Religious Affairs
FOREWORD 

Our book has been conceived bearing in mind three main objectives: namely, 

1) The first verse revealed began with the word 'Read!' It follows therefore that man's first duty is to read and acquire scientific knowledge and wisdom. For those who do not know Arabic, reading its translated versions and acquiring the meaning in the verses are of utmost importance. Naturally, readers of all classes and strata of society will formulate their judgments according to their respective educational background. However, it may take sometime before the reader of the Qur'an has a more or less correct insight into the meanings - some hidden and some explicit - of the verses. Bearing this in mind, we have tried to prepare a book that will pave the way to an easier introduction to it, so that it can help the students to learn, in a shorter time, the basic tenets of Islam. This is the first objective we had in mind. 

2) Love, the absolute motive power of Creation, is one of the basic concepts of the Qur'an. Yet, the number of works that stress this point is on the decline. The persons, who often come up with the often asked question: “Love is the main purpose of Christianity, why Islam should be any different?” seems to be ignorant of actual facts. Nevertheless, the Qur'an, the essence and the most perfect among those revealed in the past, is interspersed with that sentiment considered to be the foundation of the entire creation. I owe special thanks to my wife for her valuable contribution. 

3) The Qur'an, on many instances, states that the servants that please God most are his devotees. What were exactly the principles that make man God's devotee, what are the acts that contribute to man's ascending to heaven? We went through the entire Qur'an screening the verses which have special relevance to our subject matter and found out that there were about ten basic precepts. Believers should carefully abide by these particular points and follow the line they trace so that they dedserve God's favor and achieve salvation. The details of those factors that devotion requires have been given in the multifarious verses of the Qur'an. 

How was the present book written? It is a fact that trying to learn a language in an advanced age, especially a language as arduous and complicated as the Arabic is almost impossible. However, the passion kindled in our breast for the divine being led us to refer to the Turkish translations of the Qur'an. We are proud of the great number of scholars and commentators of Qur'an in our country. Once we decided on the subject matter, we went over a variety of commentaries, dwelling on each of them and making comparisons between them before formulating our opinion to the best of our ability and capacity. We hope God will forgive any erroneous conclusion we may have arrived. 

There will be a time when we shall have to depart from this transitory world which is a place of maturation for the human being and stand before the Supreme Being with our merits and demerits. However, before we leave this earth, we must know what exactly are the good deeds we are encouraged to perform and sins to avoid. Is the path we have chosen the right one or are we being dragged by the guiles of Satan? Therefore, we have to study first the stages that our soul, or self, will climb the ladder to perfection, from the lowest stratum to the highest attainable height. It is a fundamental thing to do before we are taken unawares. 

We hereby should like to express my gratitude to our valuable and esteemed commentators, and in particular to late Elmalı'lı Hamdi Yazır. We feel it our duty to pay tribute to the great Islamic scholar Prof.Dr.Yaşar Nuri Öztürk, from whose book we have largely drawn here. And last but not least, our heartfelt thanks go to Dr. Lütfü Doğan, sometime Head of Religious Affairs and State Secretary, who obliged us mercifully in writing an introduction to our book. 

God! Grant that we are among your faithful servants and believers, who have never failed to praise you, who have always remained devoted to you, and who have served, not their neighbors only, but the entire mankind! 


Mesut KAYNAK
April 2000
PART ONE

LOVE AND THE QUR’AN
Love, primary cause of creation, lies at the root of the Qur’an; it is an unprecedented feeling that the Creator projects on His creatures from His expanse of Mercy. God Almighty, the origin of beauty and love, founded the universe on love and bestowed it upon man to be his strongest psychic power. The mother that turns into a wild animal when her babe faces danger and the female animal that fiercely attacks her aggressor to protect her young are but illustrative examples of such an innate feeling.
Feelings that God favors and marks with approbation may be designated as ‘positive love’, while feelings that cause His displeasure like idolatry, lust for fame and rank, and excessive passion for worldly goods turning them into deities may be considered as ‘negative love’. The believers are expected to love all those things that the Qur’an approves, although their love for God excel all other loves. However, love for the created is the sine qua non of love for the Supreme Being. Yet there are men who take (for worship) others besides Allah, as equal (with Allah.: They love them as they should love Allah. But those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah. (2/165) One must love God, in the first place, before extending his tender feelings to His creatures. The relationship between God and Man is based on love: … whom He will love as they will love Him… (5/54).  The love of God of the human being is principally based on a disinterested feeling, quite removed from all considerations of ultimate benefits and dread.
Prayer and faith are in fact an exchange of love between man and the Supreme Being. God tarries not to answer the prayers of the supplicant. Then do ye remember Me; I will remember you (2/152). The belief in the Supreme Being originates following the kindling of the fire of love in the heart of the human being: … But Allah has endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your hearts…, (49/7).
The term expressing love in the Qur’an is rahma (mercy or grace), it is an essential feature and attitude of God: …Your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) mercy… The words rahma and rahman are both derived from rahmat signifying tenderness requiring the exercise of beneficence, and thus comprising the ideas of love and mercy. The love of the All-Merciful encompasses the entire creation without discrimination between men and beasts, angels and devils, friends and foes. 
Who are that God favors and who are those that displease him and incur His wrath?  In the first bracket are covered those who are pious: … Allah loves those who act aright… (3/76); Allah loves those who are fair (and just)… (49/9); the second bracket comprises those who act as follows: … Allah loveth not those who do wrong…(3/57); Allah loveth not those who do mischief… (5/64). All these contraries are but part of a whole. 
Who deserve to be loved? It is God’s desire to see that man directs his feelings of love to creatures according to His dictates. By gradual experience of love under the light shed by His revelation, man shall climb the steps of the ladder that would eventually lead him to the experience of divine love.
HUMAN LOVE

Love is a lofty sentiment that one experiences for someone or something. Love attained after many trials and tribulations becomes the raison d’être of existence. Without love there can be no sacrifice, no Herculean efforts. An individual brimming with enthusiasm may feel an obsessive love for ephemeral gifts of nature. Things created deserve to be loved, because they are divine projections. “I love the created because I love the Creator” had said our mystical poet Yunus Emre. However, those who are to be contented with what infatuate them shall never experience the sublime feeling directed toward the Creator.
God expects that the sentiment of love, the divine gift for men, is shaped in His servants in line with His revelation. Men are told what they should love and what they should distaste. Without the guidance of the Qur’an men shall be at a loss how to act. But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, and that ye love a thing which is bad for you. But Allah knoweth, and ye know not. (2/216) Man shall tread the path leading to Heaven in climbing the steps of the ladder gingerly; on this path, he must give his love not only to human beings, but also to all that is created. The recipient of a man’s love must first of all be the believers; then the turn of beasts, plants and whatever is created come. The parents shall have priority in this. The love that we owe to the Prophet develops as we develop. The ultimate love object is God.
We shall be studying this feeling under the following headings: Negative Love, Positive Love, Love of the Prophet and the Love of God.

Negative Love

Positive Love

Love of Prophet

Love of God

NEGATIVE LOVE

Negative Love: It is the ruling passion of a man for things left outside the purview of the love objects foreseen in the Qur’an. Deifying human beings and inanimate things, lust for worldly goods, yearning for lofty positions, self-adulation are among these inclinations. These feelings are contributive to the thwarting of man’s development which eventually leads him to chastisements of all sorts.
Infatuation with Animate and Inanimate Idols

Yet there are men who take (for worship) others besides Allah, as equal (with Allah.: They love them as they should love Allah. (2/165)

There are people who lavish affection upon animate and inanimate idols serving no useful purpose. They worship prophets or saints or apotheosize angels or devils, and hope that the spirits of the departed will be of some use to them; they make sacrifices and take vows expecting that the idols of the heathen will fulfill their wishes. This is a blasphemy, a heathen practice, a capital sin! Yielding to such pointless temptations will darken the souls and make them a slave to Satan’s guiles.
Passion for Worldly Goods

And ye love wealth with inordinate love! (89/20)

And violent is he in his love of wealth. (100/8)

Worldly goods deserve but a moderate relish. For, if a man dotes on property and wealth and hoards his possessions, refraining to share them with others, that means they have been enthralled by self-interest. This is tantamount to idolatry. To share the surplus of their needs in the path traced by God, to give alms and perform acts of charity are among the duties foreseen by God. These goods will be of no avail in the next world.
Yielding to the temptation of the self.
Ladies said in the City: "The wife of the (great) 'Aziz is seeking to seduce her slave from his (true) self: Truly hath he inspired her with violent love: we see she is evidently going astray." (12/30)

This temptation may overrule a man and lead him to all sorts of follies and disasters. The only way to get rid of this passion is to take refuge in God.

Inordinate Love for Worldly Goods
Then seest thou such a one as takes as his god his own vain desire? (45/23)
Say: Shall I give you glad tidings of things Far better than those? For the righteous are Gardens in nearness to their Lord, with rivers flowing beneath; therein is their eternal home; with companions pure (and holy); and the good pleasure of Allah. For in Allah.s sight are (all) His servants,- (3/14)

As to these, they love the fleeting life, and put away behind them a Day (that will be) hard (76/27)

Appreciation of worldly goods has been made sine qua non for the perpetuation of life on earth. It is in conformity with the laws of creation. Nevertheless, to dote on them, to indulge in lust for life, to let oneself be blinded by love of one’s progeny, to adore wealth, to be a slave to material assets like automobiles, to be particular about one’s position and rank, to indulge in the pleasures of the table, to be wallow in riches, to let oneself to be carried by human frailties to the point of idolizing them are attribution of partners to God. And this is an unpardonable capital sin.
POSITIVE LOVE

God prefers to see His creatures direct their tender feelings towards entities and abstract things He values most. Love for one’s parents, spouse and neighbor and acts of charity are among the objects laudable in the first place. Love of the Prophet is the salient characteristic of a mature soul. Say: "If ye do love Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."  (3/31)

The servant, who has gone through a preparatory phase, will reach perfection through pious works he will have executed in all sincerity; he will thus attain the ultimate divine experience per excellence,
Share with others the things you value most

By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that which ye love; and whatever ye give, of a truth Allah knoweth it well. (3/92)

…to spend of your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves… (2/177)

The most commendable act that God blesses with contentment is man’s sharing his most cherished assets, both material and immaterial wealth and spiritual values, with those who are in need for them. This requires self-sacrifice. This act cleanses and sublimates one’s soul and makes a man meritorious in the sight of God.
Love of Faith

…: But Allah has endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your hearts (49/7)
… those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah… (2/165)
Wordly Love is an irrational occurrence; but the love of God is an ontological and transcendental experience. However, to love God through ontological argument is not enough; an individual should be able to love Him spiritually also. Religion becomes thus   an affair of pure love in its purest and most concentrated form. The highest station of love is therefore the love of the servant for his Creator

Love for human beings

Ah! ye are those who love them, but they love you not,- though ye believe in the whole of the Book… (3/119)
… treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in need; speak fair to the people…(2/83)

… but do thou good, as Allah has been good to thee, (28/77)

The salient characteristic of the believers is their generosity of heart replete with love. Their hearts are soft, and they always display beauty and goodness everywhere, although those that He has created may not be well-disposed towards Him; He is Merciful and Compassionate towards them. The believer harbors no feelings of vengeance for their enemies; even though they may have been target of an ill act, they behave with forbearance. Love between human beings is absolutely necessary for their ripening into perfection. This will be a step toward their ultimate objective, i.e. divine love.

Sharing one’s assets with others is a prayer and a consequence of his love for the human being. To be generous and benevolent, that is, sharing one’s wealth with one’s fellow being, generates sparkles of love. This exchange between the giver and the recipient fosters peace and affection between people and contribute to their integration. The result is will be a harmonious whole. Such a society had once come about under the initial period of the Islam and during the rise of the Ottoman Empire.
In the devotion expressed in sharing one’s assets with others (See the present book, Those that God favor, Ten Fundamental Devotional Acts in Piety) in addition to the act of giving away as charity exchange of moral support between human beings also is very important. The wronged, the destitute, the unhappy are in dire need of moral support; to empathize with them would be highly commendable. Visit to the sick for instance is of vital importance. The sick must be comforted. Sharing people’s joys which enhances their happiness is a factor that promotes mutual love. Attending the funeral service and conveying one’s heartfelt condolences to the families of the deceased tighten up spiritual attachments. Uttering beautiful and laudatory words strengthen alliances. If one is not in a position to aid a man in need, beautiful words expressed with a mild countenance will help him to pull himself together.
Love for one’s Spouse

…And among His Signs is this, that He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquillity with them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts) … (30/21)

And those who pray, "Our Lord! Grant unto us wives and offspring who will be the comfort of our eyes, and give us (the grace) to lead the righteous." (25/74)

God has created every living creature in pairs. And of every thing We have created pairs… (51/49) The verse lays down the basic principle of the creation. Believers must pray God to appoint them spouses that will make them happy.
Sexual love between spouses is absolutely necessary for the perpetuation of life, and forms an intermediate stage between the human and the divine loves. The sexual union between spouses links them to life and teach them making sacrifices, contributing thus to their maturation. The sexual love is a preparatory phase on the path to divine love. That is why God has prohibited fornication for this purpose.  Nor come nigh to adultery: for it is a shameful (deed) and an evil, opening the road (to other evils). (17/32) No need to say, venereal diseases and AIDS in particular are punishments exacted in this world.

Marriage and sexual love are necessary not only for the perpetuation of the race, but also for the maturation of man. Those who fail to have such an exhilarating experience are doomed to remain stunted. All the prophets have had matrimonial ties and prepared themselves for a loftier love, i.e. divine love.
LOVE FOR PARENTS AND CHILDREN

Thy Lord hath decreed that ye worship none but Him, and that ye be kind to parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in thy life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honour. (17/23)

And, out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: "My Lord! bestow on them thy Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood." (17/24)

And We have enjoined on man (to be good) to his parents: in travail upon travail did his mother bear him, and in years twain was his weaning: (hear the command), "Show gratitude to Me and to thy parents: to Me is (thy final) Goal. (31/14)

Our Lord! Grant unto us wives and offspring who will be the comfort of our eyes, and give us (the grace) to lead the righteous…… (25/74)

God enjoins man love for his parents, right next to prayer to Him. With due decorum, we are obliged to love and revere our mothers and fathers unreservedly, without awaiting anything in return as consideration. This love happens to be at the highest steps in the ladder climbing to heaven. Love for them is in a sense tantamount to love of the Divine Being. In the verse a comparison has been made between the old age of the parents and our state of our childhood. There is a similarity between the love we feel for children and for our old parents.

The mother has a supreme status in her nourishing and succoring her child. She bears her child in her womb, brings her to the world, nourishes it without awaiting any consideration in return and loves her sincerely.
The believers must pray God to bestow them, progeny that will love and respect them in return.

LOVE OF THE PROPHET

Now hath come unto you an Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that ye should perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the Believers is he most kind and merciful (9/128)
The Prophet is closer to the Believers than their own selves … (33/6)

Holy Muhammad is a prophet sent to humanity as a mercy. He empathizes with the suffering of men, for he loves them dearly. He desires that they mend their ways. Towards the believers he is kinder and more compassionate. Clement and merciful are epithets that God uses for him. We have to love that great man full of clemency and mercy more than anything, including our own selves. Love felt for him is, in a sense, commensurate with divine.
Muhammad spent his life facing untold of tribulations; he had been the epitome of patience in many respects. He distributed all his belongings among the needy. “There must be at least one special wish of a prophet that is fulfilled by the Supreme Being. This wish, I will express on the Day of Reckoning, to intercede for my people.” This is how he expresses his wish to take his people under his protection.
Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the family of 'Imran above all people,- Offspring, one of the other … (3/33-34)

God programmed beforehand the person he was to assign as a prophet and endowed him with all the necessary characteristics that other human beings are deprived of. Having first created Adam and Eve, he sent them to the world to reproduce, and assigned as prophets, first Noah and then Abraham, Muhammad being his direct descendant. So had been Jesus, as a matter of fact, descending from the family of Imran. All these people had been duly appointed by God to serve His purpose.
Prophets are perfect men elected from among the public and endowed with characteristics that no other human being has. Yet, they are no deities, and are prone to commit errors. Their shortcomings are redressed by the Supreme Being. It is true thou wilt not be able to guide every one, whom thou lovest; but Allah guides those whom He will and He knows best those who receive guidance. (28/56)
Muhammad, who is the last of the line of prophets, was the acme of perfection who had attained maturity by the grace of God and brought into a state so that through him the Qur’an might be revealed. Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages much in the Praise of Allah. (33/21)

Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet: O ye that believe! Send ye blessings on him, and salute him with all respect. (33/56)

The blessings can be translated as follows: O God! Would that you had blessed Muhammad and His family! This formula is recited in every daily prayer by every Muslim.
His sacred soul is always with us; it induces us to bless him and ask him to intercede for us.

And thou (standest) on an exalted standard of character. (68/4)
Some disbelievers accused the Prophet of ‘licence’ for his plurality of mates. Muhammad was twenty-five years old when he married Khadija, his first wife, who was at the time forty years old. They had had a monogamous happy matrimonial life for twenty-five years. They had had six children, two of whom boys. When he lost her, he had been given the mission of spreading the Islam. Despite all sorts of tribulations he had to face, he had been steadfast in his resolution.
We sent thee not, but as a Mercy for all creatures. (21/107)

Mercy is God’s chief attribute. …. My mercy extendeth to all things… (7/156) The messenger and the carrier of the last holy book to be revealed to humanity had been sent as a mercy to the entire universe. He was not sent to a particular community.  We have not sent thee but as a universal (Messenger) to men, giving them glad tidings, and warning them (against sin), but most men understand not. (34/28) God’s mercy embraces not only humankind but also the beasts and the plants as well as all the creatures we are unaware of.

Say: "If ye do love Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (3/31)

To follow in the footsteps of the Prophet, to emulate his ways and follow his example will enable us to clear out path leading to heaven. To imitate him as the living Qur’an will contribute to our attaining our ultimate aim by the grace of God.
To love the Prophet, the most perfect man, is tantamount to loving the Supreme Being.

LOVE OF GOD

…. But those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah…. (2/165)

… soon will Allah produce a people whom He will love as they will love Him …(5/54)

…. Our Lord! Thou art indeed Full of Kindness, Most Merciful… (59/10)

Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (fellowship of) believers… (5/55)

A tradition runs as follows: “I was a hidden treasure; I desired to be known, so I created the universe” Love lies underneath this. Love is a characteristic feature of God; it is out of love that He created the world. Dread or endearments are not conducive to God, but love. God is man’s true friend. He created him in his own image. Love directed toward women, progeny and wealth are but transitional experiences that may be considered as a foretaste of the divine love. The true love is the love felt for the Absolute Being. Having the tendency to love one’s own kind is a sign that one has the capacity of attraction, desire, or affection felt for a person who arouses delight or admiration in him or elicits tenderness, sympathetic interest, or benevolence. The verse 5/54 points out the relationship of affection that reigns between God and his servant. Another fundamental sine qua non of divine love is the parental love. To respect and serve one’s parents means serving God. The peak of a man’s love and maturity is translated by the love of the Prophet.
The person that matures during the preparatory phase enters the world of yearning for the entity from whom he had separated. As the nafs (self) purifies and sublimates through the emulation of divine attributes the person begins to perceive the mystery of eternity. This is a long and continuous process. On the one hand, the Supreme Being, the source of beauty and love, on the other the nafs (self) undergoing transfiguration, two poles that converge towards each other, eventually becoming one; the mystical union has thus been realized.
Unless one loves one’s fellow being, the created can not experience divine love. Men and other creatures constitute the summum bonum of God’s attributes. Every creature owes its being to a cause derived from God’s vast wisdom. The peak of all such causes is occupied by man to whom God projected his sublime characteristics. Love should lie beneath all ties between humans. Love is the guide that leads the part to the whole.

Love should be directed not only toward human beings, but toward the entire creation, reflecting images of God. Believers being in the lead, all men, beasts and plants as well as the creatures of whose existence we are unaware must be loved. “I love the created because of my love for the Creator” beautifully expressed this mystical experience.

Unless one loves faith one cannot experience divine love. God has endowed man to have an insight into Him. Faith is the act or state of wholeheartedly and steadfastly believing in the existence, power, and benevolence of a supreme being, of having confidence in his providential care, and of being loyal to his will as revealed or believed in. Allah has endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your hearts, (49/7). Religion is a love affair between the created and the Creator. As man is left free to choose between belief and unbelief basing on the principle ‘There is no compelling in religion’ ,part of human beings have chosen disbelief. Yet no faith will the greater part of mankind have, however ardently thou dost desire it (12/103).
The path to the All-Merciful goes through faith. Faith once sparkled begins to expand in one’s soul till it reaches heaven. Man sublimates to the extent he cherishes faith. . For, Believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a tremor in their hearts, and when they hear His signs rehearsed, find their faith strengthened, and put (all) their trust in their Lord (8/2)

Let us lend our ears once again to the Qur’an: It is He Who sent down tranquillity into the hearts of the Believers, that they may add faith to their faith;- … (48/4)
The summit of faith is man’s attaining the love of God. … those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah… (2/165)

Unless one loves the Prophet one cannot experience divine love. God stipulated one’s love for the Prophet before reaching his final station in God. Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day… (33/21) The person whose faith is the most unshakeable is the person who emulates the Prophet. Man becomes perfect when his love for the Prophet becomes overwhelming. To love God is possible only by loving and abiding by His perfect image. : "If ye do love Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (3/31)

Unless one becomes perfect one cannot experience divine love. Love of God becomes possible only after the lifting of the curtain of nafs that stands between the Created and the Creator. The nafs is expected to cleanse its impurities and evil attributes by a superhuman effort before aspiring for higher stages of love. This is possible only by piety. (See This book, Those that God favor, the pious life). The nafs, that rids itself gradually of the fascination of the transitional gifts of nature, assumes certain characteristics; namely, the person shares the surplus of his worldly goods with others, establishes regular prayers, repents for his misdeeds, exercises patience, becomes beneficent, fulfills his promises and acquires wisdom. One becomes conscious of the Absolute Being and of the fact that love for the created is but a step towards the heavenly love. A tradition of the Prophet runs as follows: “No space can encompasses me but the heart of my servant.” In direct proportion with the love kindled in the believer’s heart for the Supreme Being, the nafs wanes. The Prophet had said: “Die before you die’. Man who partakes of God’s wisdom and perception reaches the summit of the stages one has to climb in this world before he finds himself in the presence of the Almighty. (To the righteous soul will be said:) "O (thou) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction! Return to thy Lord, well-pleased, well-pleasing. So enter among my servants, and enter My Garden” (89/27-30)
O young men! There is a Power that loves and protects us more than our parents, spouses and children: God is He called. We have no one to take refuge with except Him in our direst needs. We should peruse and recite the Qur’an understand it and use it as our guide so that we may be blessed by Him!
O God! Please bless us by your grace and mercy!

THOSE THAT GOD FAVORS

The Qur’an indicates in detail the merits that He would like to see in a man. This is spiritual credit earned by performance of righteous acts by the exercise of which the sublimated nafs is purified. In order that creatures may attain perfection, they have to go through the experience of forces diametrically opposed in nature; namely jalal (the divine wrath), the negative pole of sublimity and jamal (divine beauty) the positive pole of perfection). This is the fundamental law of creation. (See, the present book, laws of creation).
Piety comes at the head of meritorious acts. The sharers of their wealth, the doers of good deeds, the penitents, the patients, the resigned, the just and the clean in body and soul are persons favored by God. The pious is the person who embodies all these good points. The key to bliss is piety.

In order to deserve God’s favor one should know well the characteristics implied and described by love in the Qur’an. And those who strive in Our (cause),- We will certainly guide them to our Paths: For verily Allah is with those who do right. (29/69)

The following are the topics discussed here.

The pious
The generous of heart
The doers of good deeds
The penitents
The patients
The resigned
The just
The clean in body and soul
THE PIOUS

The pious is marked by or showing reverence for deity and zealous devotion to the duties and rites of religion. A pious man is a person ever conscious of his acts in the sight of God and standing in awe in his omnipresence. He dutifully obeys His injunctions and relies on Him only. What are the sinful acts one should avoid? To attribute partners to Him, to deny His existence and flout His commandments come at the head of actions one should shun. Next in turn are cruelty, mischief making, pride, telling lies, going to all sorts of excesses, treason, profligacy, etc. The man is expected to be conscious of his state as God’s servant and be grateful to Him.
The pious emulates Muhammad and his ways, cleanse his soul from impurities and attain perfection in order to deserve being received in paradise.

GOD FAVORS THE PIOUS

… verily Allah loves those who act aright. (3/76)

For Allah is with those who restrain themselves, and those who do good. (16/128)

The pious are those who have found favor with God; what God has bestowed upon them, they bestow to others.

THE BEST MAN IN GOD’S SIGHT IS THE MOST RIGHTEOUS
Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. (49/13)
Every man happens to be at an equal distance removed from God. By their own actions do they get near Him. The Qur’an obliterates all differences of rank, class, wealth, sex and religion. He replaces them with man’s own intentions, efforts and actions wherein they should excel. The most righteous among his servants are the front runners; a motto which lies at the basis of creation. . But Allah will deliver the righteous to their place of salvation: no evil shall touch them, nor shall they grieve. (39/61)

The little value in the sight of God of those steeped in luxury, of those oblivious of God’s commandments, of the opportunist statesmen, of the proud aristocrats becomes only too apparent. The man striving in the path traced by God will enable him to enter the Garden, while the one who strays from it will go to hell.
THE TRUE GUIDE IS THE QUR’AN

This is the Book; in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those who fear Allah. Who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for them; And who believe in the Revelation sent to thee, and sent before thy time, and (in their hearts) have the assurance of the Hereafter. They are on (true) guidance, from their Lord, and it is these who will prosper. (2/2-5)
But to those who receive Guidance, He increases the (light of) Guidance, and bestows on them their Piety and Restraint (from evil). (47/17)

God stresses that the only true guide is the Qur’an. Considering that the Qur’an was revealed in Arabic, the persons who do not know this language shall have to have recourse to its translations. To read, understand and meditate upon the wisdom of the verses will guide a man to the path leading to God. Man comes to the world endowed with prescience that enables him to know God toward Whom he feels he ought to pay tribute and praise Him with gratitude. No sooner he perceives this than he begins to establish regular prayers and begin to succor the needy.
THE TRUE PATH

The True Path is the path taken by a believer after he has got rid of all iniquities with which Satan may have tried to tempt him by showing them in attractive garbs. God sparkles in the soul of such novices that belief which eventually leads him to begin establishing regular prayers and to feel the happiness that sharing one’s assets with others provide him with. The novice will, in time, evolve and undergo transformation, during which process he will come to believe in the prophets of the past, in the books that have been revealed before and in the hereafter. To be guided into the true faith is a continuous process during through which man passes by stages until he reaches perfection.
BELIEF IN THE INVISIBLE WORLD

Belief is one of the sine qua non precepts of Islam. It is defined in the Qur’an as belief in the Supreme Being. Man must perceive God in his essence and see Him with the eye of his heart. God’s angels also are invisible to us. The next world also is out of our sight, yet we have to believe in its existence. To keep other people and succor them is also a golden rule.
If we have an overall view of the above the first thing one should never forget is the fact that the only true path is the one shown by the Qur’an. The pious that endears himself to the Supreme Being is guided by it and protected against temptations and sins. The performance of regular prayers and one’s deeds of charity are the preludes to being guided by God’s grace. Belief in the prophets, in the books revealed and in the hereafter will accompany him on the said path. Learning the wisdom concealed in the verses of the Qur’an will secure the salvation of man and his attainment to heavenly bliss.
SAVED IS THE MAN WHOSE SELF HAS BEEN PURIFIED


By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it; And its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right; Truly he succeeds that purifies it, And he fails that corrupts it! (91/7-9)

We see that God has shaped the man’s soul in fair proportion before he created his material entity, and instilled into him the sense of wrong and piety. From the very beginning he had a preconceived idea about goodness and wickedness; henceforth he was free to act, either giving vent to his inclinations and temptations or exercising restraint. Among the wrong things were inflicting cruelty, ingratitude, mischief making, lust, treachery, mockery, etc.; while among the pious acts one could enumerate vying in performance of good deeds and charity. This discrimination between good and evil is thus innate in him. “Even though the law may sanction your action, you should inquire your heart about it before acting,” says a tradition of the Prophet.
The purified of soul have gained while those who have soiled heir hearts have lost.

TAKE YOUR VICTUALS WITH YOU WHEN SETTING OUT FOR PILGRIMAGE

… And take a provision (With you) for the journey (Pilgrimage) but the best of provisions is right conduct. (2/197)
O ye Children of Adam! We have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your shame, as well as to be an adornment to you. But the raiment of righteousness,- that is the best. (7/26)

God stipulates the right conduct and raiment of righteousness for a Muslim who will come to visit the Kaaba. Purification of one’s soul through laudable acts and deeds is required before this visit, by performance of regular prayers, keeping fast, giving alms, sharing one’s surplus of assets with others, forgiveness of others’ shortcomings, resignedness, benevolence, justice, fulfillment of promises and covenants area man’s assets as enumerated in the Qur’an.

Performance of the pilgrimage duty, the fifth of the five obligatory conditions of Islam, will not be complete unless the above mentioned duties have been duly put into action. Once the said duties foreseen in the Qur’an have been executed, they will be crowned by the pilgrimage to Kaaba. Behold! verily on the friends of Allah there is no fear, nor shall they grieve; Those who believe and (constantly) guard against evil;- (10/62-63)

In order to gain God’s favor, believers from the four corners of the world flow into Mecca every year. “Whoever pays a visit to the Kaaba and refrains from behaving badly towards his fellow beings and using terms of abuse during the length of the pilgrimage will be purged of all his sins as though he had just been brought to the world by his mother. The performing of hajj will be in a sense the crowning achievement of one’s life long service to God.
GOD’S HELPERS

O ye who believe! Be ye helpers of Allah. As said Jesus the son of Mary to the Disciples, "Who will be my helpers to (the work of) Allah." Said the disciples, "We are Allah.s helpers!" (61/14)

O ye who believe! If ye will aid (the cause of) Allah, He will aid you, and plant your feet firmly. (47/7)

Nor can ye frustrate (aught), (fleeing) through the earth; nor have ye, besides Allah, any one to protect or to help. (42/31)
The Qur’an invites the believers to contribute to the cause of Islam. O believers! Make sure you carry out closely the injunctions of God with all your might and will. Prove His Messenger with help, just like the help brought by the disciples that had aided Jesus.

Disciples are the twelve saintly personages that had believed in Jesus’s cause and helped him. Most of them were fishers. Upon Jesus’s call, they had abandoned their job and accompanied him wherever he went, and helped him in spreading the revelations Jesus received.
A parallel may be drawn between them and the companions of Muhammad, the first believers and Muhammad’s helpers who had sacrificed their lives with a view to spreading Islam.

There is in Islam a lofty stage between prophethood and sainthood: namely, sıddikiyya, (truthfulness of heart). The typical representatives of this attribute are Ali and Abu Bakr. All who obey Allah and the apostle are in the company of those on whom is the Grace of Allah,- of the prophets (who teach), the sincere (lovers of Truth), the witnesses, (the martyrs) (who testify), and the Righteous (who do good): Ah! what a beautiful fellowship! (4/69).

God who is the faithful companion of the believer demands in return unreserved submission and resignation to His Will. To be perfect in one’s devotion is not sufficient, for the individual who has developed himself is expected to help others to undergo the same discipline; in this way will God lend his aid to his servant.
FRIENDS OF GOD

Allah is the Protector of those who have faith… (2/257)
Behold! verily on the friends of Allah there is no fear, nor shall they grieve; Those who believe and (constantly) guard against evil;-  For them are glad tidings, in the life of the present and in the Hereafter; no change can there be in the words of Allah. This is indeed the supreme felicity. (10/62-64)
Wali, in ordinary use this word means protector, benefactor, companion, friend; when used in a religious connection wali corresponds very much to the concept of ‘saint’ in the west; therefore, the word means ‘friend of God’ or ‘ally of God’. Those who believe and (constantly) guard against evil;- (10/63). Who are then God’s friends? The believer and the pious, of course. The next stage is divine love: …But those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah…(2/165). The ideal state and stage that an individual can attain is the bliss of loving God and being loved by Him. The created and the Created become One in this state. God, the source of beauty and love based His creation on love and projected this love upon all that He created. The perfect man, therefore, represents the man who has attained this stage. The Qur’an will be the guide of the novice.
WALIS (FRIENDS) OTHER THAN GOD

Follow (O men!) the revelation given unto you from your Lord, and follow not, as friends or protectors, other than Him. Little it is ye remember of admonition. (7/3)

Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due? But those who take for protectors other than Allah (say): "We only serve them in order that they may bring us nearer to Allah." Truly Allah will judge between them in that wherein they differ… (39/3)

…Allah is enough for a protector, and Allah is enough for a Helper. (4/45)

God wants us to abide by the injunctions of the Qur’an solely. Only Him we are expected to serve, only Him are we expected to praise. To supplicate other entities such as so-called saints or protectors to intercede for us is tantamount to attributing partners to God. Certain sects have indulged in excesses and their members became self-styled protectors, thus interceding with supreme powers for the individual. The real and only protector of the individual is God. Friendship between equals among human beings is on the same footing. But God’s friendship with man is different. To ascribe to human beings such attributes as ‘savior’or ‘saint’ would be a blasphemy. ’Leave Me alone, (to deal) with the (creature) whom I created (bare and) alone!- (74/11)
It is often stressed in the Qur’an that intercession is a capital sin. God is nearer to man than his jugular vein. We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein. (50/16) Any person who claims that he can intercede with the Supreme Being for an individual confesses his ignorance and displays his opportunistic tendencies.
PARADISE IS FOR THE PIOUS

Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,- 3/133)

As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs, (51/15)

The dwellers of the paradise will be for the pious. In order that we may be considered admitted in it, we have to fulfill all the conditions that piety requires.

PIETY

Those who abide by the commandments and injunctions of God as expressed in the Qur’an will be admitted in the Paradise; but those who desire to be blessed by God’s special favor should follow the requirements that piety demands. Every Muslim ought to know what these requirements are and act accordingly. So fear Allah as much as ye can; listen and obey and spend in charity for the benefit of your own soul (64/16). Charity is the sine qua non condition of being eligible for becoming one if the inmates of paradise.

To fulfill the conditions of piety is the correction or regulation of oneself for the sake of improvement. The nafs, the source of all evil, has to divest itself from its impurities in order that it may be considered a candidate for paradise. The mystical union of mystics whose objective is to attain the state of the soul in union with God through contemplation; this is achieved by the ascent to heaven through quietude and prayer that purifies the nafs leading to the ecstasy where the presence of God is experienced directly and immediately.
Those who believe and (constantly) guard against evil. (10-63) These are the people who have gained God’s favor. We observe that there are two prerequisites for being on the true path; namely, A) Faith, B) Piety.

A) FAITH
It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces Towards east or West; but it is righteousness- to believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers… (2/177)

Faith is belief in the unity of God. “There is no god but God” is the motto of Islam. Faith, which connotes intuition, is innate in man; it is a God’s blessing. But Allah has endeared the Faith to you, and has made it beautiful in your hearts … (49/7) A man can perceive the mystery of faith in him which is beyond his logical grasp through his heart. Once that sentiment is sparkled he receives a reaction by the Supreme Being. No soul can believe, except by the will of Allah, and He will place doubt (or obscurity) on those who will not understand (10/100). God’s servant who takes refuge in God with feelings of gratitude and thankfulness will experience faith which lies in his essence; he owes this experience to his innate consciousness of God. This is the beginning of his divine wisdom that will lead him eventually to salvation. For, Believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a tremor in their hearts, and when they hear His signs rehearsed, find their faith strengthened, and put (all) their trust in their Lord;…(8/2)

The confession of faith in Islam is the following: God, Angels, revealed Books,   prophets, Hereafter, and Fate are the six tenets. 

BELIEF IN GOD 
Allah. There is no god but He,-the Living, the Self-subsisting, Eternal. No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. His are all things in the heavens and on earth. Who is there can intercede in His presence except as He permitteth? He knoweth what (appeareth to His creatures as) before or after or behind them. Nor shall they compass aught of His knowledge except as He willeth. His Throne doth extend over the heavens and the earth, and He feeleth no fatigue in guarding and preserving them for He is the Most High, the Supreme (in glory). (2/255)

The Creating Power behind the limitless space and forces of nature is called Allah by the Qur’an. He is the only and unique entity that has created the universe. The word ‘Allah’ has no plural in Arabic. I was a hidden treasure; I wanted to be known and created the beings’ says a tradition. The Absolute Being is in continuous motion and evolution. His boundless love and beauty embraces the universe. He projects upon his creatures his characteristics and contemplates himself in his creation. Many theories have been propounded as to His whereabouts in the Universe. Some say that after he created the world he hid himself in the universe and vanished. This may be true. Others claim that after he created the universe he established himself in a corner of the space and began ruling over the world through his angels. This is surely absurd. Simply because God is omnipresent.
It is a plain fact that God cannot be encompassed by man’s intellect. We can intuit his existence through his attributes or the names of God. The most beautiful names belong to Allah, so call on him by them (7/180) By al-asma’ al-husna are meant names expressing the most excellent attributes of the Divine Being. By calling on Him therewith is meant that man should always keep the Divine attributes before his mind, endeavoring to possess those attributes, for only thus can he attain to perfection. We are conscious of the fact that the universe is the manifestation of the Lord of Creation. Whatever exists, both  visible and invisible, i.e. human beings, beasts, plants, angels, mountains, etc. are but the embodiment of God. To Allah belong the east and the West: Whithersoever ye turn, there is the presence of Allah. For Allah is all-Pervading, all-Knowing. (2/115) According to Hacı Bayram Veli God has two faces; namely, an inner, esoteric and intrinsic one, in His attribute of ‘The Absolute, the Thing-in-itself’, His wisdom being the source of everything; and an exterior one, His manifestations and actions. The latter is the world where we witness His expansion that we contemplate. In the formation of the worlds and creation of the creatures, the attributes or names of the Supreme Being find their representations. It should be born in mind that the thing-in-itself cannot be limited and that e is,isisiiiiih
He is not confined by his representations. He is the Only One and the Unique Being unlike anything else. Say: He is Allah, the One and Only; Allah, the Eternal, Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten;  And there is none like unto Him. (112/1-4) . (When this message was delivered), (Pharaoh) said: "Who, then, O Moses, is the Lord of you two?" He said: "Our Lord is He Who gave to each (created) thing its form and nature, and further, gave (it) guidance." (20/49-50)

He is the First and the Last, the Evident and the Immanent: and He has full knowledge of all things. (57/3)

We can have an insight into the Supreme Being by the knowledge provided in the Qur’an. In the foregoing verse God discloses some of his attributes. He is the First and the Last, the Alpha and the Omega. He has no beginning, nor end. He is the Creator of everything.

The Eternal One. Everything will cease to exist but He. All that is on earth will perish: But will abide (for ever) the Face of thy Lord,- full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour. 55/26-27)
The Manifest One. Everything testifies His presence. Of Him seeks (its need) every creature in the heavens and on earth: every day in (new) Splendour doth He (shine)! (55/29) Should anyone ask where our Lord is, say that He is ever in a new garb; gracious God, not visible to the eye. Our intellect is expected to grasp it through the manifestation of His Divine attributes.

The Inner One. Despite the fact that His presence is manifest everywhere, He cannot be seen, nor can He be apprehended That is Allah, your Lord! there is no god but He, the Creator of all things: then worship ye Him: and He hath power to dispose of all affairs. No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision: He is above all comprehension, yet is acquainted with all things. (6/102-103)

The Omniscient. He knows everything. Every phenomenon and every created thing is within the concealed ken of the Divine Being, and operates according to His prescience. The entire universe and the process of evolution come within his boundless purview.

The True Path. The path that may eventually lead to His knowledge lies in our hearts. He is deep buried in the depths of our hearts and nearer to us than our jugular vein. . It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein. (50/16)

BELIEF IN ANGELS

And they say: "((Allah)) Most Gracious has begotten offspring." Glory to Him! they are (but) servants raised to honour. They speak not before He speaks, and they act (in all things) by His Command. (21/26-27)

According to the Qur’an, angels are invisible to the human eye; they are living beings who have consciousness. It is believed that they are created by light. They keep praying and praising God and fulfill the tasks they are given. Prophets have risen also among them. They are not like human beings; they do not eat, sleep; they are asexual. They move very fast according to the Qur’an. Their number is known to God only. The archangels are Gabriel, Michael, Israfel, and Azrael.
BELIEF IN REVEALED BOOKS

To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and guarding it in safety: so judge between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging from the Truth that hath come to thee. To each among you have we prescribed a law and an open way. If Allah had so willed, He would have made you a single people, but (His plan is) to test you in what He hath given you: so strive as in a race in all virtues. The goal of you all is to Allah. it is He that will show you the truth of the matters in which ye dispute. (5/48)

The revealed Books contain God’s words: these are the Torah sent to Moses, the Psalms given to David, the Gospel revealed to Jesus and the Qur’an sent to Muhammad.

BELIEF IN PROPHETS

… For We assuredly sent amongst every People an apostle, (with the Command), "Serve Allah, and eschew Evil"… (16/36) 

To make Himself known to men and to enable them to follow the true path, God sent prophets of exemplary lifestyle to whom he entrusted a piece of His Wisdom and the rules that his followers should observe. The Qur’an, in which it is said that every community had had its own prophet, contains the names and the life stories of 27 prophets. Although according to certain exegetes thousands of prophets are said to have been sent their number is known to God only.
BELIEF IN THE HEREAFTER

Every soul shall have a taste of death: And only on the Day of Judgment shall you be paid your full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the Garden will have attained the object (of Life): For the life of this world is but goods and chattels of deception. (3/185)

The Hereafter: The life after death, in which a Muslim must believe, will be a reckoning term wherein rewards or punishments will be awaiting them. Death does not connote the annihilation of man, created in the image of God; his mortal body undergoes  transformation and change of dimensions. It is a sort of immigration from one world to another. Muhammad said: “Your bodies are but your saddle horses” God Almighty expressed this fact in many verses of the Qur’an: “Thou shalt be returned to us.” In other words, man will not disappear or vanish into this air. And verily the Hereafter will be better for thee than the present.  (93/4) … to Him be Praise in the Hereafter: (34/1) The Hereafter will be a far better life than the actual life on earth; there man’s maturation will continue.
The Hereafter has two stages: The world of the departed and the world after the Judgment Day. A man whose life term on earth has expired returns to the earth; his soul is separated from his body which dissolves. But his immortal soul that maintains all his features departs to the Hereafter. Then He causeth him to die, and putteth him in his grave; Then, when it is His Will, He will raise him up (again). (80/21-22) But verily, it will be but a single (Compelling) Cry, When, behold, they will be in the (full) awakening (to Judgment). (79/13-14) The mortal will remain in the Hereafter as though in sleep and will be visited by dreams. The Muslim scholars claim that development will continue; while the life after resurrection in human garb will also be a transitory phase. The individual will receive its reward or be subjected to punishment according to his deeds during his life on earth. (In Falsehood will they be) Until, when death comes to one of them, he says: "O my Lord! send me back (to life),- "In order that I may work righteousness in the things I neglected." - "By no means! It is but a word he says."- Before them is a Partition till the Day they are raised up. (23/99-100) But whosoever turns away from My Message, verily for him is a life narrowed down, and We shall raise him up blind on the Day of Judgment."  He will say: "O my Lord! why hast Thou raised me up blind, while I had sight (before)?" (20/124-125) The word ‘blind’ used here refers to the man blindfolded to spiritual truths. It appears that this blindness will continue even in the Hereafter. The term to be spent in the Hereafter will appear to the mortal as a very brief space of time since the concept of time will be no more. It will be on a Day when He will call you, and ye will answer (His call) with (words of) His praise, and ye will think that ye tarried but a little while!" (17/52)

Period after the Judgment Day: This period will start on the Judgment Day to last forever. Our world will be no more; a new globe and new stars will form: One day the earth will be changed to a different earth, and so will be the heavens, and (men) will be marshalled forth, before Allah, the One, the Irresistible; (14/8) The daily newspaper Sabah of 22/10/1997 published the pictures of the collision of two galaxies 63 million light year distant from our world that the Hubble telescope had observed, with the caption ‘The Doomsday’. The collision had taken place millions of years before but the image arrived. These crystal-clear photographs reveal important truths for the future of our earth. Two galaxies formed by billions of stars having completed their term collide with each other with a big bang giving birth to new stars and a new galaxy with a trail of hydrogen that extends to several hundred miles. The astronomers said that they had obtained extremely valuable information which gave clues about the Bing Bang. They say that billions of years had to pass before the news stars took their final shape. A day will come when the sun, the planets and the galaxy, of which our earth is a part, will collide with another galaxy. According to the expectations and calculation of astronomers this event will not occur before five billion years.
In the new world to form, our spirit will, according to the Qur’an assume a new garb, the shape of an individual 30-32 years old. . We have created (their Companions) of special creation. And made them virgin - pure (and undefiled), -  Beloved (by nature), equal in age,-  For the Companions of the Right Hand. A (goodly) number from those of old,  And a (goodly (56/35-38) . We have created (their Companions) of special creation.  And made them virgin - pure (and undefiled), -  Beloved (by nature), equal in age,-  For the Companions of the Right Hand. (18-48) That Day will every soul be requited for what it earned; no injustice will there be that Day, for Allah is Swift in taking account. (40/17) The day it arrives, no soul shall speak except by His leave: of those (gathered) some will be wretched and some will be blessed. Those who are wretched shall be in the Fire: There will be for them therein (nothing but) the heaving of sighs and sobs: They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure, except as thy Lord willeth: for thy Lord is the (sure) accomplisher of what He planneth. And those who are blessed shall be in the Garden: They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure, except as thy Lord willeth: a gift without break. (11/105-108)

BELIEF IN FATE
, with his prescience He to whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth: no son has He begotten, nor has He a partner in His dominion: it is He who created all things, and ordered them in due proportions. (25/2)

God is omniscient and prescient; He knows not only the past but what is going to take place in future in the universe. It is an outcome of His wisdom. Predestination is the doctrine that all events throughout eternity have been foreordained by divine decree or purpose; especially, the foreordination by God of each individual's ultimate destiny particularly to eternal life. With Him are the keys of the unseen, the treasures that none knoweth but He. He knoweth whatever there is on the earth and in the sea. Not a leaf doth fall but with His knowledge: there is not a grain in the darkness (or depths) of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry (green or withered), but is (inscribed) in a record clear (to those who can read). (6/59) Lifetime of every living thing has also been determined in advance. Nor can a soul die except by Allah.s leave, the term being fixed as by writing. (3/145) No kind of calamity can occur, except by the leave of Allah. and if any one believes in Allah, ((Allah)) guides his heart (aright): for Allah knows all things. Sickness, death, accident, disasters take place by leave of God. If we take cognizance of this fact, we shall be at rest and resign to our fate. Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our return". (2/156)
The universe is but the manifestation of God. All that is created are but His representations. His ways may not be grasped by our intellects. …. But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, and that ye love a thing which is bad for you. But Allah knoweth, and ye know not. (2/216) The disaster that afflicts an individual may eventually be to his benefit. But ye will not, except as Allah wills… (76/30) Whatever happens is within the ken and permission of God. . Nor say of anything, "I shall be sure to do so and so tomorrow"- Without adding, "So please Allah." and call thy Lord to mind when thou forgettest, and say, "I hope that my Lord will guide me ever closer (even) than this to the right road… (18/23-24). This means that a servant can never trespass the border that God has delineated. If the Truth had been in accord with their desires, truly the heavens and the earth, and all beings therein would have been in confusion and corruption!... (23-71)
In whatever Form He wills, does He put thee together. (82/8)
God Almighty makes a dough, blending His attributes and shapes every being in its own garb endowing him with original talents. This inborn aptitude decides that being’s destiny. It is the genius that man is endowed with bestowed by God and comprises such merits as ability, intelligence and perception. Some are more intelligent than others, some more sympathetic, some stronger, some with a greater artistic gift. We must thank Him in full cognizance of this fact and resign to our fate with patience thinking that every event conceals a mystery behind it of which we may not be aware. On no soul do We place a burden greater than it can bear…(23/62)
… If some good befalls them, they say, "This is from Allah.; but if evil, they say, "This is from thee" (O Prophet). Say: "All things are from Allah." But what hath come to these people, that they fail to understand a single fact? …. Whatever good, (O man!) happens to thee, is from Allah. but whatever evil happens to thee, is from thy (own) soul. (4/78-79)

Whatever happens has a secret cause. To carry out acts of charity, to have schools built, to make donations to children and charitable foundations and to the poor may be such meritorious acts as are executed by pious and beneficent souls actually assigned by God. Again, other acts that may seem odious now may have in the end laudable results which we are unable to foresee.  “God knows, and you do not know” is said in he Qur’an. On the other hand, bedeviled corrupt souls may serve God’s purpose as a means or intermediary determining or leading to an evil end; the said soul being an instrument that functions in the promotion of some end or purpose. The concrete ill advised happening will necessarily be recorded on the negative side of the perpetrator’s book of reckoning. Although both good and bad deeds are in God’s store, the offender will bear the responsibility of his act, as he has been given a will of his own to enable him to discriminate between good and bad and he cannot escape the consequences of his doings claiming that it was not his fault, but that it was fated that he should act in that particular way. There is in Islam an absolute destiny and a yet unrealized fate. The former is sure to happen while the latter is to be determined if actualized by the person in question. God has provided man with a beacon: a monumental indication often serving as a source of light and inspiration.  So he who gives (in charity) and fears ((Allah)), And (in all sincerity) testifies to the best,- We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Bliss. But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient, And gives the lie to the best, We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Misery. (92/5-10)
According to the Qur’an in order to be saved one must realize three conditions: 1) A person should share his possessions with others; namely, he must give alms and donations for the sake of God; 2) He must be pious, namely, he must perform the religious duties foreseen in the Qur’an; 3) He must extol beauty, the beauty the author of which is God to whom praise be due. Those who abide by these rules will not suffer but attain bliss. Piety and philanthropy are two things specially mentioned by the Prophet likely to dispel disasters and even to prolong one’s life. There is also a counter-current; the evil acts that a man will perform will affect his future adversely, as may be seen in the above verses. On the other hand, stinginess, boastfulness, ingratitude to God, are among the negative behavior causing the individual’s condemnation. 
We must try to abide by God’s injunctions to the best of our ability and leave the final decision to Him. Follow thou the inspiration sent unto thee, and be patient and constant, till Allah do decide: for He is the best to decide. (10/109) Despite the fact that they are sometimes accused of lethargy, communities, who have put their trust in fate, live contented. Those who believe otherwise, thinking that they themselves are the authors of their destiny thanks to their intelligence and will, are not aware that they are in grievous error. These disbelievers, in defiance of God’s design, can decide neither on their own destiny nor on the destiny of their communities. Have they found a remedy for mortality, can they know what the future will bring!
B) TEN FUNDAMENTAL PRAYERS IN PIETY
What God desires is man’s purification of his nafs from besetting sins. The Prophet illustrated this by the following concise definition: ‘Try to emulate God’s attributes!’ To get rid of weaknesses and vices of the self – such as telling lies, attributing partners to God, boastfulness, mockery, stinginess, jealousy, anger, etc – and undertake the lengthy process of maturation and perfection, passing through continuing development from a beginning to a contemplated end goes through the performance of the following acts: 1) Sharing one’s assets with the needy; 2) Establishing regularly the daily five times prayer; 3) Giving alms; 4) Indulgence toward one’s enemies; 5) Exercising patience; 6) Keeping fast; 7) Beneficence; 8) Keeping one’s promises; 9) Honesty and Justice; 10) Learning . These divine attributes purify and cleanse a man’s soul. So long the demerits do not yield their place to merits above mentioned the nafs of man remains polluted. The perfect man is he who has succeeded to do away with his evil tendencies.
God! Bless us with the station already attained by your pious servants!

1) SHARING AND LOVE

Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity (3/134).
As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs. (51/15)

And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the right of the (needy,) him who asked, and him who (for some reason) was prevented (from asking). (51-19)

Sharing one’s assets with the needy; this refers to the entire humanity, nay to all the living beings. Both the rich and the poor, without any discrimination, are equally expected to do so. This is an indication of love for, reliance on and resignation to God. In addition to monetary donation, it includes also one’s use of beautiful words in the relations with one’s fellow beings and display of one’s smiling countenance. Moreover, comforting the distressed, helping an old man, visiting the sick and being a morale booster also come under this heading. Alms giving and charity are determined by (religious) Law; however, sharing on one’s his own free will is a philanthropic act on the part of the individual. By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that which ye love; and whatever ye give, of a truth Allah knoweth it well.  (3/92) What one shares should be those things that are dear to the individual; in other words one should perform sacrifice.

Be him rich or poor, he is expected to share his assets. But those who before them, had homes (in Medina) and had adopted the Faith,- show their affection to such as came to them for refuge, and entertain no desire in their hearts for things given to the (latter), but give them preference over themselves, even though poverty was their (own lot). And those saved from the covetousness of their own souls,- they are the ones that achieve prosperity. (59/9) The ephemeral gifts of nature, the hoarding of money and assets are counterbalanced with generosity. The principle of sharing is explained in the Qur’an: They ask thee how much they are to spend; Say: "What is beyond your needs." (2/264). Another important thing is one’s giving away one’s money without advertising oneself.  O ye who believe! cancel not your charity by reminders of your generosity or by injury,- like those who spend their substance to be seen of men, but believe neither in Allah nor in the Last Day. (2/264) Satan, representative of the negative power of creation, keeps discouraging the individual, warning him that if gives his wealth away, he will end up being destitute, although God’s inducement is to the contrary. Verily my Lord enlarges and restricts the Sustenance to such of his servants as He pleases: and nothing do ye spend in the least (in His cause) but He replaces it: for He is the Best of those who grant Sustenance. (34/39) The Evil one threatens you with poverty and bids you to conduct unseemly. Allah promiseth you His forgiveness and bounties… (2/268) Who are eligible for alms? Here is the answer the Qur’an gives: They ask thee what they should spend (In charity). Say: Whatever ye spend that is good, is for parents and kindred and orphans and those in want and for wayfarers. (2/215)
Vying with each other in acts of charity. An act of charity is the kindly and sympathetic disposition to aid the needy or sufferer: liberality to the poor, to benevolent institutions, or to worthy causes. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and they hasten (in emulation) in (all) good works: They are in the ranks of the righteous. Of the good that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knoweth well those that do right. (3/114-115) In order to find favor with God, one must try to do one’s best in acts of benevolence. To serve the public is to serve God, in one sense. No discrimination should be made with reference to the end user of one’s free gift; the end user may be a foreigner or of a different religion. Well, what are the acts of charity? To aid the poor providing him with food and clothing, to arrange marriage for them, to give credit, to make donations to charitable foundations, to write books for the enlightenment of the public, to make scientific researches, to make discoveries, etc. Such acts are sure to be rewarded by God. For lack of proper knowledge in religious questions errors are committed. For instance, to perform pilgrimage once in one’s lifetime is mandatory; to spend one’s money for other charitable purposes, rather than indulging in repeating more than once the performance of the pilgrimage is far more laudable.

Acts of good deeds. These are acts one performs for the benefit of humanity Those who have faith and do righteous deeds,- they are the best of creatures.  (98/7)

Assiduity. Service to humanity and performance of good deeds are laudable. It is evident that piety connotes assiduity. . Therefore, when thou art free (from thine immediate task), still labour hard,  And to thy Lord turn (all) thy attention. (94/7-8) God desires to see his servants always occupied. That man can have nothing but what he strives for; That (the fruit of) his striving will soon come in sight:  Then will he be rewarded with a reward complete; (53/39-41) Work (righteousness): Soon will Allah observe your work, and His Messenger, and the Believers…(9/105)
Love of creatures. The pious is full of love. Love means sharing one’s assets. ye are those who love them, but they love you not,- (3/119) He has a kind heart, he has warm regard to everybody. The sense of sharing one’s possessions with others of the pious whose heart is full of generosity, affection and mercy passes on to others, and sparkles the same tender feelings in others leading to peace. Yunus Emre, the famous Turkish mystic poet said: “I love the Created, because I love the Creator”.

2) PERFORMANCE OF PRAYERS
To be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity; to fulfil the contracts which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the Allah.fearing. ..(2/177) : For such prayers are enjoined on believers at stated times. (4/103)

Salat (the ritual prayer) is the most important binding duty of a Muslim. Every man owes to his Creator gratitude and thanks for His endless bounties He has bestowed upon him. 
Also spelled Salah, Arabic Salat, the daily ritual prayer enjoined upon all Muslims as one of the five Pillars of Islam (arkan al-Islam). There is disagreement among Islamic scholars as to whether some passages about prayer in the Muslim sacred scripture, the Qur'an, are actually references to the salat. Within Muhammad's lifetime five ritual prayers, each preceded by ablution, were observed. Though individual performance of salat is permissible, collective worship in the mosque has special merit. With their faces turned in the direction of the shrine of the Kaaba in Mecca, the worshipers align themselves in parallel rows behind the imam, or the prayer leader, who directs them as they execute the rak'ahs (physical postures coupled with Qur'anic recitations).On Fridays, instead of the prayer just after noon, a congregational prayer (salat al-jum'ah) is offered; it includes two sermons (khutbah) delivered from the pulpit. Special congregational prayers are offered in the middle of the morning on the two festival days ('ids), one immediately following the month of fasting, Ramadan, and the other following the pilgrimage, or hajj. Although not obligatory, individual devotional prayers, especially during the night, are emphasized and are a common practice among the pious Muslims. Salat serves as a stimulant both for the physical and spiritual parts of a man. The acts performed during the salat requires that man feels in awe as though in the presence of God while reciting the words of the Qur’an. It is said that salat may be likened to the ascension of a believer. In prostration man’s pride becomes nil. It is indeed hard, except to those who bring a lowly spirit. (2/45)

Although under the changed conditions of the contemporary life it sometimes becomes impossible the five times prayers enjoined, one should do his best to perform at least a few times in order to show his devotion to God.
Allah and His angels send blessings on the Prophet: O ye that believe! Send ye blessings on him, and salute him with all respect. (33-56)

In the course of the performance, the name of the Prophet also is mentioned whom the believer should praise and bless him. As it has been prescribed to perform the salat at prescribed times of the day, one feels at all times in communion with God. Verily, I am Allah. There is no god but I: So serve thou Me (only), and establish regular prayer for celebrating My praise. (20/14) Recite what is sent of the Book by inspiration to thee, and establish regular Prayer: for Prayer restrains from shameful and unjust deeds; and remembrance of Allah is the greatest (thing in life) without doubt. And Allah knows the (deeds) that ye do. ( 29/45) To remember God by reciting the verses of the Qur’an in one’s original tongue is preferable to read it in the Arabic language which in incomprehensible to the lay man. And do thou (O reader!) Bring thy Lord to remembrance in thy (very) soul, with humility and in reverence, without loudness in words, in the mornings and evenings; and be not thou of those who are unheedful. (7/205). One way of expressing the love one feels for God, is to remember Him. The more you mention His name, the better. By men whom neither traffic nor merchandise can divert from the Remembrance of Allah… (24/37) This is the status of those who have attained perfection who are ever in communion with God. Then do ye remember Me; I will remember you. (2/152) A sincere devotional act on the part of His servant is always heard and reacted by God. Although His remembrance may be made by repeating His attributes, recitation of the word Allah is preferable. The recitation may also be made constantly meditating on Him and reciting his name without giving voice to it. Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders of) creation in the heavens and the earth (3/191). Constant remembrance of Him means being in constant communion with Him. And this means, in turn, to be in eternal bliss. Those who believe, and whose hearts find satisfaction in the remembrance of Allah. for without doubt in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find satisfaction (13/28)
3) ALMS GIVING
… to spend of your substance, out of love for Him,.. (2/177) … And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the right of the (needy)…. (51/19)  Of their goods, take alms, that so thou mightest purify and sanctify them … (9/103)

Alms imply abundance and increase of wealth in the giver; it purifies a man’s soul. It is said that the poor has a share in the wealth of the rich. This contributes to the edification of the character. Equalization of the quantities of the riches of the wealthy and the assets of the poor creates peace in society. In its primitive sense the word zekat means purification. The amount to be given to the poor is one fortieth of one’s assets and yearly income after tax due to the state. If one refrains from paying it one’s savings become ill-gotten gains. However, the money a person gives away freely is considered to be a devotional act, the amount of which is not determined.

And there are those who bury gold and silver and spend it not in the way of Allah. announce unto them a most grievous penalty. (9/34)

… that which ye lay out for charity, seeking the Countenance of Allah, (will increase): it is these who will get a recompense multiplied. (30/39)

One can observe that giving away one’s assets serves to increase, not to reduce them. Attention should be paid, however, that Islam is not against the wealth gained by one’s hard labor. But every Muslim must make sure to spend from his income a certain amount prescribed in order that the rest be considered lawful gain. On the other hand, the money to be distributed will not only be deducted form one’s income, but also from one’s hoarded gold or silver.
Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women and sons; Heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (To return to). (3/14)

God has bestowed man the desire to make gains and objectives to be attained by labor. Yet, if this desire becomes a passion for hoarding one becomes its slave. It drives him to have recourse to all sorts of ways to obtain riches. To put a brake to this passion giving away a portion of one’s assets has been made mandatory.

Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed to administer the (funds); for those whose hearts have been (recently) reconciled (to Truth); for those in bondage and in debt; in the cause of Allah. and for the wayfarer: (thus is it) ordained by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom. (9/60)

Zekat is due first to the nearest relatives whose circumstances are straitened; then follow the next of kin and the neighbors before extending it to the poor in the town. Parents and children are not eligible to zekat, with whom one can share his belongings. Those who spend their substance in the cause of Allah, and follow not up their gifts with reminders of their generosity or with injury,-for them their reward is with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. (2/262)

4) FORGIVENESS
Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men;- for Allah loves those who do good;- And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or wronged their own souls, earnestly bring Allah to mind, and ask for forgiveness for their sins,- and who can forgive sins except Allah.- and are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have done. (3/134-135)

…. if any of you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter repented, and amend (his conduct), lo! He is Oft- forgiving, Most Merciful ((6/54)

Repenting for one’s offense and praying God for being forgiven must not become a habit.

… And O ye Believers! turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss. (24/31)

All Muslims, be them sinners or not, must pray for forgiveness for offenses they have committed knowingly or unbeknown to oneself. “The repentant is like someone who has not committed any offense” says a tradition.
As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs, (51/15)

And in the hour of early dawn, they (were found) praying for Forgiveness; (51/18)

Early dawn is stated to be the time for asking for forgiveness. There are prescribed times of the day when prayers and pardons are granted. Thus dawn seems to be the right and propitious time for repenting and asking pardon. It is customary to supplicate God for pardon of offenses committed just before dawn.
Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men;- for Allah loves those who do good;- (3/134)

The pious person must be conciliatory, must be able to check his anger and forgive the offenses committed against him. He must like God be merciful towards his kind. Hold to forgiveness; command what is right (7/199). One must take care not to reproach people for their offenses. It is part of the Mercy of Allah that thou dost deal gently with them Wert thou severe or harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from about thee: so pass over (Their faults), and ask for ((Allah)'s) forgiveness for them;… (3/159)
5) FORBEARANCE

…. and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the Allah.fearing. (2/177)

Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere, (2/155)

… So persevere patiently: for the End is for those who are righteous. (11/49)

Forbearance is the quality of being patient and indulgent toward offenders or enemies; it is fortitude, namely the strength or firmness of mind that enables a person to encounter danger with coolness and courage or to bear pain or adversity without murmuring, depression, or despondency and recommends others to behave in the same way relying in God’s final mercy.

But follow that which comes to thee by inspiration from thy Lord: for Allah is well acquainted with (all) that ye do. And put thy trust in Allah, and enough is Allah as a disposer of affairs. (33/2-3)

6) FASTING

O ye who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that ye may (learn) self-restraint,- (2/183)

Ramadhan is the (month) in which was sent down the Qur'an, as a guide to mankind, also clear (Signs) for guidance and judgment (Between right and wrong). So every one of you who is present (at his home) during that month should spend it in fasting, but if any one is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed period (Should be made up) by days later. Allah intends every facility for you; He does not want to put to difficulties. (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period, and to glorify Him in that He has guided you; and perchance ye shall be grateful. (2/185)

Keeping fast involves refraining from eating and indulging in sexual union till the sunset for the length of one month. The idea behind it is to enable man to master and check his drives. It is one of the five fundamental obligations of Islam. The month during which a man is expected to keep fast is called Ramadan; it is the month in which the Qur’an had started to be revealed to the Prophet. It is a month of prayer and of alms giving.
Fasting) for a fixed number of days; but if any of you is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed number (Should be made up) from days later. For those who can do it (With hardship), is a ransom, the feeding of one that is indigent. But he that will give more, of his own free will,- it is better for him. And it is better for you that ye fast, if ye only knew. (2/184)

Fasting is not a self-inflicted penance. Not to eat and drink for a prescribed time of the day enables man to master his impulses and drives; it is the best way to acquire divine attributes. It contributes to self-restraint. A man checks thus his sex drives and hunger’s satisfaction. It enables man to exercise patience and strengthen his will. Abiding by God’s injunctions frees a man from offenses he will likely to commit. Fasting should not be a reason for boasting. Fasting also enables a man to understand the condition of the hungry. It strengthens the ties of social solidarity. It is medically established that it has salutary effects on one’s bodily health.
7) BENEFACTION 

As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs, Taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, because, before then, they lived a good life. (51/15-16)
… a Garden whose width is that (of the whole) of the heavens and of the earth, prepared for the righteous,- … for Allah loves those who do good; (3/133-134)

Benefaction is an act or action of doing good, especially by generous donation. The pious man is at the same time a benefactor. A benefactor is one that makes a gift or a bequest : one that gives help or confers a benefit. Beneficent is one of the attributes of God. It’s God’s desire that the man He created reasons well, behaves well and cultivate one’s friendship well.

… but do thou good, as Allah has been good to thee (28/77)

To be beneficent is to live always in full consciousness of God’s presence. God inspires man moral support to boost his good deeds, sometimes through his angels and jinns and sometimes through his fellow beings. This moral support must be displayed also by men among themselves.

Nor can goodness and Evil be equal. Repel (Evil) with what is better: Then will he between whom and thee was hatred become as it were thy friend and intimate!  (41/34)

Good will repel evil. If the pious man reacts with tolerance and forbearance toward the evildoer he may contribute to the latter’s spiritual improvement. To quote a proverb: To be morally perfect requires behaving with forbearance towards the evildoer, showing generosity to the miserly and displaying a shining countenance to someone with grim countenance.
8) FULFILMENT OF PROMISES 

… to fulfil the contracts which ye have made … (2/177) 

O ye who believe! fulfil (all) obligations. … (5/1)

Contracts and agreements are among the essential features of the Qur’an. Covenants may either be between individuals or between the individual and God. Abiding by the conditions of a contract means peace, reliance and faithfulness. Those who fail in observing the clauses of an agreement will be among the losers.

And remember that Abraham was tried by his Lord with certain commands, which he fulfilled… (2/124)

O ye who believe! Why say ye that which ye do not? Grievously odious is it in the sight of Allah that ye say that which ye do not. (61/2-3)

9) JUSTICE AND HONESTY
O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do. (5/8)

Justice is the quality or characteristic of being just, impartial, or fair and application of God’s commandments as indicated by Him. To get angry at or resent someone must not impair one’s judgment and deviate the person from acting with justice. It is justice that upholds nations and secures peace and order.

Regardless of the identity of the parties to a cause one should pass one’s judgment without bias and bear testimony in due honesty. O ye who believe! stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against) rich or poor: for Allah can best protect both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do justice, verily Allah is well- acquainted with all that ye do. (4/135)

10) KNOWLEDGE
…Those truly fear Allah, among His Servants, who have knowledge… (35/28)

Dread of God implies awe, fear mixed with dread, veneration, reverence, or wonder. It also connotes knowledge of God and of his love for mankind. A person conscious of his status versus God acts in due conformity with His injunctions communicated through His prophets and will eventually find favor with Him. As for those who fear their Lord unseen, for them is Forgiveness and a great Reward (67/12)

Doubtless, an act performed out of love is far superior to the one done out of fear. In case it is God, the believer will carry out His injunctions with love coupled with the feeling of awe. The scholars have likened the love of God to the love felt by a child for his parents which also implies fear.

The pious must also be fully acquainted with the Prophet’s sunnah, the practices and rules not laid down in the Qur’an but derived from the Prophet’s own habits and words. Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages much in the Praise of Allah. (33/21)

Thus have We revealed it to be a judgment of authority in Arabic. Wert thou to follow their (vain) desires after the knowledge which hath reached thee, then wouldst thou find neither protector nor defender against Allah. (13/37)

The knowledge mentioned in the above verse comes within the ken of the human being only after having been conveyed to man through the prophets. Knowledge may be divided into two categories: namely, the Divine knowledge and the secular knowledge. The former comprises such matters as God’s own words which conceal the mysteries of creation. Where do we come from and where do we go? A man will have an insight into the divine law and wisdom through the former one which will be attainable by following the path traced by the Almighty. To cognize and grasp the object of worship comes within the scope of the wise men.

Read! in the name of thy Lord and Cherisher, Who created- Created man, out of a (mere) clot of congealed blood: Proclaim! And thy Lord is Most Bountiful,- He Who taught (the use of) the pen,- Taught man that which he knew not. (96/1-5)

‘Read!’ the very first word revealed to Muhammad through Gabriel has three implications according to commentators: 1) Read the Qur’an; 2) Read the Book of Man; 3) Read the Book of Universe. Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know? It is those who are endued with understanding that receive admonition. (39/9)

Allah will rise up, to (suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who believe and who have been granted (mystic) Knowledge. And Allah is well- acquainted with all ye do (58/11)

Simply to read is not enough to edify one; one must meditate on what one reads. …Thus doth Allah make clear to you (His) Signs; that ye may consider. (2/266) Mere reading does not avail; one should peruse one’s text and ponder on it. The similitude of those who were charged with the (obligations of the) Mosaic Law, but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is that of a donkey which carries huge tomes (but understands them not).  (62/5)

Divine wisdom came down through revelation and man has been capable of discernment. In addition to divine knowledge must also instruct himself on contemporary technology using his brain. We have to have recourse to our intelligence and discover what is useful for us.

To love God is to love mankind, His reflection and projection. To be useful to humanity is a kind of prayer. Medicine, engineering, physics, mathematics, law, ecology, astronomy are among the scientific disciplines man must master. The Prophet said: If you must go to China for obtaining the knowledge you require do not tarry to set out for it.

GARDENS OF PERPETUAL BLISS

Gardens of perpetual bliss: they shall enter there, as well as the righteous among their fathers, their spouses, and their offspring: and angels shall enter unto them from every gate (with the salutation): Peace unto you for that ye persevered in patience! Now how excellent is the final home!" (13/23-24)

So fear Allah as much as ye can; listen and obey and spend in charity for the benefit of your own soul and those saved from the covetousness of their own souls,- they are the ones that achieve prosperity. (64/16)

Gardens of Eternity, those which ((Allah)) Most Gracious has promised to His servants in the Unseen: for His promise must (necessarily) come to pass. (19/61)
BENEFICENTS

To do good deeds, to make donations, to think well of persons, to always feel the presence of God; to devote oneself to the beautiful, these are the indications in a man of the latent existence of divine attributes.

… good; for Allah loveth those who do good… (2/195)
… For verily Allah is with those who do right.  (29/69)

Whoever submits his whole self to Allah, and is a doer of good, has grasped indeed the most trustworthy hand-hold:… (31/22)

And Allah gave them a reward in this world, and the excellent reward of the Hereafter. For Allah Loveth those who do good. (3/148)

The doers of good are those who have gained favor in God’s sight. They will have their rewards both here and hereafter,

GOD THE SOURCE OF ALL BEAUTIES

He Who has made everything which He has created most good: (32/7)

We have indeed created man in the best of moulds (95/4)

So blessed be Allah, the best to create! (23/14)

But who, for a people whose faith is assured, can give better judgment than Allah. (5/50)

Truly Allah is He Who bestows the best provision. (22/58)
And who can baptize better than Allah…(2/138)

No want of proportion wilt thou see in the Creation of ((Allah)) Most Gracious. So turn thy vision again: seest thou any flaw? (67/3)

. Allah has revealed (from time to time) the most beautiful Message in the form of a Book, consistent with itself, (yet) repeating (its teaching in various aspects): (39/23)
Those who listen to the Word, and follow the best (meaning) in it: those are the ones whom Allah has guided, and those are the ones endued with understanding. (39/18)

The most beautiful names belong to Allah. so call on him by them; (7/180)

The beautiful names of God are mentioned in the Qur’an.

MAN THE SOURCE OF UGLINESS

Whatever good, (O man!) happens to thee, is from Allah. but whatever evil happens to thee, is from thy (own) soul. (4/79)

Mischief has appeared on land and sea because of (the meed) that the hands of men have earned, that ((Allah)) may give them a taste of some of their deeds: in order that they may turn back (from Evil). (30/41)

Whatever misfortune happens to you, is because on the things your hands have wrought, and for many (of them) He grants forgiveness. (42/30)

If Allah were to punish men according to what they deserve. He would not leave on the back of the (earth) a single living creature: but He gives them respite for a stated Term: when their Term expires, verily Allah has in His sight all His Servants. (35/45)

All that God created has been beautifully created and a perfect balance has been established by Him among them. He Who created the seven heavens one above another: No want of proportion wilt thou see in the Creation of ((Allah)) Most Gracious. So turn thy vision again: seest thou any flaw? (67/3) What makes a creature unseemly is man’s evil thoughts and actions. In other words, the source of ugliness and evil is man himself. Man it is that polluted the environment and the depletion of stratospheric ozone is due to man’s doing. All the cruelties, hideousness, ignominies result from man’s evil disposition. O ye who believe! Intoxicants and gambling, (dedication of) stones, and (divination by) arrows, are an abomination,- of Satan's handwork: eschew such (abomination), that ye may prosper. Satan's plan is (but) to excite enmity and hatred between you, with intoxicants and gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, and from prayer: will ye not then abstain? (5/90-91)

Man faced with collisions between beauty and ugliness is shaped; he matures and becomes perfect. This is the perpetually constant law of creation. The perfect man is he who has melted together the polar forces and surpassed them. The perfect man is he who has had an insight into the hidden meaning of the words: “Both the good and the evil originate from God”,

DO GOOD

… do thou good, as Allah has been good to thee … (28/77)

… Allah commands justice, the doing of good,… (16/90)

Is there any Reward for Good - other than Good? (55/60)

For Allah is with those who restrain themselves, and those who do good. (16/128)
To do good means, according to Islamic scholars, being always in the company of God. God desires that the man He has created thinks positively, behaves well and be ever ready to help his fellow men.

BEHAVE WELL AND SPEAK WELL

… do thou good, as Allah has been good to thee,… (28/77)

… Allah commands justice, the doing of good… (16/90)

… treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in need; speak fair to the people… (2/183)

Allah loveth not that evil should be noised abroad in public speech … (4/148)

God desires that we behave well toward each other as He does to us. The ugliness and the evil must yield their places to the beautiful and the good. One must be careful when picking up their words while talking. Swear words, language that condemns or vilifies usually unjustly, intemperately, and angrily must be avoided. If unintentionally such behavior is displayed one must ask for pardon and ask God forgiveness.

BEAUTY SHOULD PREVAIL OVER UGLINESS

Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong: They are the ones to attain felicity.  (3/104)

"O my son! establish regular prayer, enjoin what is just, and forbid what is wrong: and bear with patient constancy whatever betide thee; for this is firmness (of purpose) in (the conduct of) affairs.  (31/17)

To establish regular prayers, to share one’s assets with people, to pay alms, to be tactful and forbearing, to be honest, etc. are not enough. We must learn well the divine law and teach it to our fellow men. We are in a position to edify those who are ignorant of it. For instance, the Qur’an must be re-interpreted by scholars in the light of contemporary developments; the basic principles must be made into books to be distributed to the farthest corners of the country. O ye who believe! If ye will aid (the cause of) Allah, He will aid you, and plant your feet firmly. (47/7) To the rebel, the corrupt, the depressed, the terrorist, the drug dealer, the alcoholic and the licentious the Qur’an addresses in the following manner: By (the Token of) Time (through the ages), Verily Man is in loss, Except such as have Faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy. (103/1-3)

REPEL EVIL WITH WHAT IS BETTER

Nor can goodness and Evil be equal. Repel (Evil) with what is better: Then will he between whom and thee was hatred become as it were thy friend and intimate! (41/34)

For those things, that are good remove those that are evil…. (11/113)

Twice will they be given their reward, for that they have persevered, that they avert Evil with Good, and that they spend (in charity) out of what We have given them. (28/54)

Evil is repelled only by good as every now and then repeats the Qur’an.

REWARD OF THOSE WHO DO GOOD

. But those who have earned evil will have a reward of like evil: ignominy will cover their (faces): No defender will they have from (the wrath of) Allah. Their faces will be covered, as it were, with pieces from the depth of the darkness of night: they are companions of the Fire: they will abide therein (for aye)! (10/26)
He that doeth good shall have ten times as much to his credit: He that doeth evil shall only be recompensed according to his evil: no wrong shall be done unto (any of) them. (6/160)
We suffer not, to be lost, the reward of those who do good. (12/56)
God lays done a divine law. The reward of those who do good is not an equal amount of good but an amount multiplied.

RIGHTEOUSNESS

To be righteous is doing that which is right: acting rightly or justly, conforming to the standard of the divine or the moral law, to be free from guilt or sin, just, upright, virtuous. The antonym is wickedness which entails sinfulness and viciousness. According to the great thinker Yaşar Nuri Öztürk righteousness is service to mankind and peace in thought and in deed.

God is far removed from mischief makers and very near to doers of good. Shall We treat those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, the same as those who do mischief on earth? Shall We treat those who guard against evil, the same as those who turn aside from the right? (38/28)

GOD LOVES THE RIGHTEOUS

On those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, will ((Allah)) Most Gracious bestow love (19/96)

Those who have faith and do righteous deeds,- they are the best of creatures. Their reward is with Allah. Gardens of Eternity, beneath which rivers flow; they will dwell therein for ever (98/7-8)

God favors those, who work for the benefit of mankind, and who spends of his savings to build schools and hospitals, fountains and temples; who make donations to charitable foundations. Elmalılı Hamdi Yazır, Prof. Dr.Yaşar Nuri Öztürk who continued to the understanding and spread of Islam, to quote but a few among the commentators and authors in Turkey have been great contributors to the cause of Islam. Authors that produce books to promote culture and science; Hayrettin Karacan, the ecologist, a devoted scientist and philanthropist; doctors who receive no fees from the poor and bring them medicines, teachers who bring up and edify children with greatest sacrifice, ministers, prime minister, mayor who devote their life to welfare of the public are among the righteous persons. These persons are those who must have gained God’s favor provided they are believers.

PROPHETS ARE AMONG THE RIGHTEOUS

"O my Lord! bestow wisdom on me, and join me with the righteous; (26/83)

“So he smiled, amused at her speech; and he said: "O my Lord! so order me that I may be grateful for Thy favours, which thou hast bestowed on me and on my parents, and that I may work the righteousness that will please Thee: And admit me, by Thy Grace, to the ranks of Thy righteous Servants." (27/19)

Take Thou my soul (at death) as one submitting to Thy will (as a Muslim), and unite me with the righteous." (12/101)

The Qur’an enumerates the attributes of prophets as peacemaker, virtuous, executor of divine commandments, righteous, beneficent, philanthropist, etc.

REAL INHERITORS OF THE EARTH

My servants the righteous, shall inherit the earth." (21/105)
Allah has promised, to those among you who believe and work righteous deeds, that He will, of a surety, grant them in the land, inheritance (of power), as He granted it to those before them; that He will establish in authority their religion - the one which He has chosen for them; and that He will change (their state), after the fear in which they (lived), to one of security and peace: 'They will worship Me (alone) and not associate aught with Me. 'If any do reject Faith after this, they are rebellious and wicked. (24/55)

The righteous will come into the possession of the earth; they will be the rulers and work for the welfare of the mankind in due conformity with God’s law.

THREE CONDITIONS FOR SALVATION

Those who believe (in the Qur'an), and those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), and the Christians and the Sabians,- any who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work righteousness, shall have their reward with their Lord; on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. (2/62)

Those who believe (in the Qur'an), those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), and the Sabians and the Christians,- any who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work righteousness,- on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. (5/69)

The Almighty lays down the condition to be saved: Whoever believes in God’s unity will be taken to task for his offenses on the Judgment Day and those who do good works will be among the saved. To believe and to do good will have their rewards regardless of the denomination of which one is a member.

Pasteur, the discoverer of the vaccine against the rabies and Edison, who had made the design for a complete electrical distribution system for lighting and power, culminating in the installation (1881–82) of the world's first central electric-light power plant in New York City are expected to be rewarded for their achievements having the objective of the welfare of the community. Regardless of the religion they practiced, so long they believed in God and the Judgment Day, they should be considered worthy of being saved. Yet, if they had had no belief their doing will not avail to save him. The parable of those who reject their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on which the wind blows furiously on a tempestuous day: No power have they over aught that they have earned: that is the straying far, far (from the goal). (14/18)

TRANSFORMATION OF EVIL INTO GOOD

Unless he repents, believes, and works righteous deeds, for Allah will change the evil of such persons into good, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, (25/70)

Those who believe and work righteous deeds,- from them shall We blot out all evil (that may be) in them, and We shall reward them according to the best of their deeds. (29/7)

The righteous will see his evil doings turned into good and pardoned.

REWARD FOR THE RIGHTEOUS

Whoever works righteousness, man or woman, and has Faith, verily, to him will We give a new Life, a life that is good and pure and We will bestow on such their reward according to the best of their actions. (16/97)

On those who believe and work deeds of righteousness, will ((Allah)) Most Gracious bestow love. (19/96)

Then, as to those who believed and did righteous deeds, their Lord will admit them to His Mercy that will be the achievement for all to see. (45-30)

The righteous will receive double rewards for his deeds, both here and hereafter. He will be under the protection of the Supreme Being.

PENITENTS
The penitent is a person who repents of sin, one who is sorrowful because of his transgressions. Not only the person who is conscious of his sins, but every believer should ask pardon. And those who do not desist are (indeed) doing wrong. (49/11)

GOD LOVES THE PENITENT

For Allah loves those who turn to Him constantly and He loves those who keep themselves pure and clean. (2/222)

…: for Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. (9-118)

The penitents are happy beings favored by God. They turn toward God and continuously ask pardon. As a matter of fact one of His attributes is ‘The Merciful’, the Forgiver.

TO ASK FOR PARDON IS A KIND OF PRAYER

And O ye Believers! turn ye all together towards Allah, that ye may attain Bliss. (24/31)

And in the hour of early dawn, they (were found) praying for Forgiveness; (51/18)

Penitence is not merely to be cleansed from sins, but is also a kind of prayer. God invites all men to beg forgiveness. This act also strengthens one’s faith. A tradition says: “The repentant is like someone who has not committed any offense.” The Qur’an wishes that the persons willing to repent should preferably express their request for pardon during the early hours of the dawn. This is not obligatory, only preferable. The Prophet used to say that he repented every day seventy times at least.

PENITENCE IS THE PATH TO FAITH

Why turn they not to Allah, and seek His forgiveness? For Allah is Oft- forgiving, Most Merciful. (5/74)

See they not that they are tried every year once or twice? Yet they turn not in repentance, and they take no heed. (9/126)

But those who do wrong but repent thereafter and (truly) believe,- verily thy Lord is thereafter Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (7/153)

God Almighty invites the sinners and those in error to repent. Do they not realize that every year they are faced with disasters and trials? Sickness, accidents, catastrophes are their daily bread; and yet they still refrain from repenting. Only a sparkle of faith may induce them to confess and made them to say: “I have offended, done evil things, I am filled with remorse, I repent”. Whereupon God’s mercy will encompass them. The mystery of feeling that sparkle in one’s heart will serve the repentant as a bridge between him and God.

FORGIVENESS MUST BE ESSENTIAL

Hold to forgiveness; command what is right… (7/199)

The recompense for an injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): but if a person forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah. (42/40)

The recompense for an injury is an injury equal thereto (in degree): but if a person forgives and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah. (3/134)

… let them forgive and overlook, do you not wish that Allah should forgive you? For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.  (24/22)

The Qur’an lays down retributive justice, but is particular about exercising restraint in inflicting the punishment. However, the reward of one’s forgiveness of the offender shall originate from God Himself. The pious will be inclined to be lenient and exercise forbearance. Just as God is disposed to forgive us, so must we show mercy to our fellow men.

Don’t despair!

Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah. for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. "Turn ye to our Lord (in repentance) and bow to His (Will), before the Penalty comes on you: after that ye shall not be helped. (39/53-54)

So say: "O my Lord! grant Thou forgiveness and mercy for Thou art the Best of those who show mercy!" (23/118)

The scholars confer on that even the most abject of capital sins may be forgiven by God. This should not be interpreted as leaving a loophole for future offenses, but an indication that sincere refuge with God is amenable to salvation. All sins, including attribution partners to God, may be pardoned by God. The verse Allah forgiveth not (The sin of) joining other gods with Him… (4/116) one must read it with the reservation ‘unless one repents.’

Those whose repentance is disregarded

But those who reject Faith after they accepted it, and then go on adding to their defiance of Faith,- never will their repentance be accepted; for they are those who have (of set purpose) gone astray. (3/90)

If one recants after one has avowed allegiance to the Muslim creed and carry too far one’s tergiversation one will find the door of repentance closed for him. Such people are transgressors and their hearts are ‘sealed’ to use the expression of the Qur’an. … Thus doth Allah seal up the hearts of those who reject faith. (7/101)

REPENTANCE IN DEATH BED

We took the Children of Israel across the sea: Pharaoh and his hosts followed them in insolence and spite. At length, when overwhelmed with the flood, he said: "I believe that there is no god except Him Whom the Children of Israel believe in: I am of those who submit (to Allah in Islam)."  (It was said to him): "Ah now!- But a little while before, wast thou in rebellion!- and thou didst mischief (and violence)! (10/90-91)

Of no effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil, until death faces one of them, and he says, "Now have I repented indeed;" nor of those who die rejecting Faith: for them have We prepared a punishment most grievous.  (4/18)

If an offender happens to be in the throes of death and repents, his supplication will be turned down. If, however, one is still in good health, and is sane of mind, he may be pardoned if he takes refuge in God.

THE FIRM AND THE STEADFAST

Patience is the capacity or habit of enduring evil, adversity, distress, injustice, hardship or pain with fortitude. It is the strength or firmness of mind that enables a believer to encounter danger with coolness and courage or to bear pain or adversity without murmuring, depression, or despondency convinced that God Almighty will come to the rescue. So wait with patience for the Command of thy Lord … (68/48)

Abiding by the divine law also requires firmness and steadfastness and self-restraint, to be able to put up with mishaps and misfortunes and to put up a bold front against a bout of sickness, adverse fortunes, wrongs and injuries requires patience and heroic qualities. The Qur’an advises us to recommend also to others these qualities one enjoys.

GOD LOVES THE FIRM AND THE STEADFAST

… Allah Loves those who are firm and steadfast. (3/146)

… Allah is with those who patiently persevere. (2/153)

Forbearance and endurance are qualifications favored by God who does not refuse their prayer whenever they are in a difficulty.

PROPHETS WERE FIRM AND STEADFAST PEOPLE

And (remember) Isma'il, Idris, and Zul-kifl, all (men) of constancy and patience; We admitted them to Our mercy: for they were of the righteous ones. (21/85-86)

Therefore patiently persevere, as did (all) apostles of inflexible purpose … (46/35)

Patience is one of the greatest gifts endowed by God. One of the distinctive characteristics of the prophets mentioned in the Qur’an is their firmness and steadfastness. They were great souls that endured all sorts of calamities with firmness and fortitude.

TILL GOD DECIDES

Follow thou the inspiration sent unto thee, and be patient and constant, till Allah do decide: for He is the best to decide. (10/109)

… and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the Allah.fearing. (2/177)

O ye who believe! Persevere in patience and constancy; vie in such perseverance; strengthen each other … (3/200)

The strength or firmness of mind that enables a person to encounter danger with coolness and courage or to bear pain or adversity without murmuring, depression, or despondency is synonymous with patience. The person convinced that whatever happens to a man has its origin in God knows how to show forbearance; this will contribute to his maturing process. Those who remain firm and steadfast will eventually be rewarded by the Almighty.

All sorts of disasters, devastation, sickness, disability, poverty and worry must be put up with without demur. The evil inclinations of one’s nafs (self) must be subdued and the divine law must be obeyed at all cost. Firmness and steadfastness are two golden qualities that will eventually lead one to success.

YOU SHALL BE TRIED

Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere (2/155)

Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal selves; and ye shall certainly Hear much that will grieve you, from those who received the Book before you and from those who worship many gods. But if ye persevere patiently, and guard against evil,-then that will be a determining factor in all affairs. (3/186)

Man is fated to meet many a hardship, amongst others, loss of lives and property; threat of death, sickness, war, famine; fear of deprivation, a series of poor harvests, spiritual and material worries are meant to test our unshakeable faith. Believers put up with all sorts of calamities with resignation. Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our return":- (2/156) The souls that have matured react with equanimity in defiance of all outward circumstances. The believer is convinced that whatever happens in this world has its reward or punishment in the next one.

THE FIRM AND THE STEADFAST WILL ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN THE END

 … So persevere patiently: for the End is for those who are righteous. (11/49)

Who will inherit Paradise: they will dwell therein (for ever). (23/11)

Let the transitional state of atheists, the cruel and the proud not deceive you; for they will end up in the bottomless pit: Let not the strutting about of the Unbelievers through the land deceive thee: Little is it for enjoyment: Their ultimate abode is Hell: what an evil bed (To lie on)! (3/196-197) The reward of those who abide by the injunctions of the Qur’an will be bliss and victory. Therefore, do not be deceived by the ostentatious lifestyle of the disbelievers.

Those that resign themselves to God without any reservation, shall be rewarded; they shall be saved and be among the inmates of the paradise.

ASK GOD’S AID BY STEADFAST PRAYER

O ye who believe! seek help with patient perseverance and prayer; for Allah is with those who patiently persevere. (2/153)

Rejected were the apostles before thee: with patience and constancy they bore their rejection and their wrongs, until Our aid did reach them: (6/34)

And do thou be patient, for thy patience is but from Allah. nor grieve over them: and distress not thyself because of their plots. (16/127)

Execution of divine commandments requires a considerable amount of effort. One has to fight his innate inclinations and subdue them. Firmness and steadfastness are required to wear the laurels of victory. God recommends patience and perseverance in asking His help.

O Prophet of mine! Before you there have been prophets who had been denied and tortured, but they had known how to remain firm and steadfast. But God’s aid had not tarried to come in time. 

RECOMMEND OTHERS FIRMNESS AND STEADFASTNESS

Then will he be of those who believe, and enjoin patience, (constancy, and self-restraint), and enjoin deeds of kindness and compassion. (90/17)

By (the Token of) Time (through the ages), Verily Man is in loss, Except such as have Faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy. (103/1-3)

It is not enough for a believer to be firm and steadfast; he must also recommend such behavior to others.

THE RESIGNED

To be resigned is to give (oneself) over unresistingly, typically to effects of an indicated dominance, control, or influence, with stoic acceptance, calm resignation, or confidence. If one resigns to God, he gives himself over to the care of God. When thou hast Taken a decision put thy trust in Allah. (3/159) To leave everything to God leads one to laziness and lethargy. The wrong interpretation of such a policy has caused the Muslim states to decline. The believer should therefore formulate his decision in compliance with the divine law and try to execute his plan, hoping that God will aid him in the realization of his plans.

GOD LOVES THE RESIGNED
Allah loves those who put their trust (in Him). (3/159)

… in Allah should the faithful (Ever) put their trust. (3/122)

God favors those that put their trust to Him and promises them success in afterlife.

ONLY IN GOD SHALL YOU PUT YOUR TRUST

But follow that which comes to thee by inspiration from thy Lord: for Allah is well acquainted with (all) that ye do. And put thy trust in Allah, and enough is Allah as a disposer of affairs. (33/2-3)
…Then, when thou hast Taken a decision put thy trust in Allah… (3/159)

You should obey the revelations of the Lord. Live according to the injunctions of the Qur’an. Rely only to the Creator of the Universe. God will grant his servant such things that he had and cold not have dreamt of.

Your decisions should conform to the revelations and when you launch on a new venture rely on God alone. God Almighty will, sooner or later, lead the believer to success. But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is good for you, and that ye love a thing which is bad for you. But Allah knoweth, and ye know not. (2/216)

RELY ON GOD

 If Allah helps you, none can overcome you: If He forsakes you, who is there, after that, that can help you? in Allah, then, Let believers put their trust. (3/160)

"Nothing will happen to us except what Allah has decreed for us: He is our protector": and on Allah let the Believers put their trust. (9/51)

And obey not (the behests) of the Unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and heed not their annoyances, but put thy Trust in Allah. For enough is Allah as a Disposer of affairs. (33/48)

God Almighty is our Lord. He it is that protects us, supports us and encompasses the believers with his infinite mercy. Therefore do not trust the hypocrites and mischief makers. Let believers put all heir trust in God, and only in God who supplies us what we need for sustenance or support.

Abraham and his folk had once prayed God in the following words: Our Lord! in Thee do we trust, and to Thee do we turn in repentance: to Thee is (our) Final Goal. (60/4)

REWARD OR PUNISHMENT A CONSEQUENCE OF ONE’S OWN DOINGS

Then shall anyone who has done an atom's weight of good, see it! And anyone who has done an atom's weight of evil, shall see it. (99/7-8)

The Qur’an is explicit about a man’s receiving a reward or being subjected to a punishment judged according to his actions. Those who put their trust in God will be the winners, while the achievements of disbelievers and of the ungrateful will come to naught.

However, to put one’s trust in God without doing anything will turn the individual into an irresponsible or weak idler who has failed to understand the wisdom that lies behind putting one’s trust in God.

THE JUST

Justice means the maintenance or administration of what is just: impartial adjustment of conflicting claims: the assignment of merited rewards or punishments. Justice is to act what God ordains. While injustice is absence of justice, violation of right or of the rights of another, iniquity or unfairness.

God ordains that justice be kept at all times without regard to personal interests.

GOD LOVES THE JUST

… Allah loves those who are fair (and just). (49/9)

… Allah loveth those who judge in equity. (5/42)

God commands that the judges judge in equity and fairness with impartiality so that they may be among the winners.

GOD ENJOINS JUSTICE

Allah commands justice,… (16/90)

…. when ye judge between man and man, that ye judge with justice (4/58)

… I am commanded to judge justly between you… (42/15)

… such a man equal with one who commands Justice… (16/76)

All laws are enacted and legislated by God. They have been revealed through his prophets. It is written that believers could not do otherwise but act in justice.

A COMMUNITY THAT DISPENSES JUSTICE

Of those We have created are people who direct (others) with truth. And dispense justice therewith. (7/181)

Of the people of Moses there is a section who guide and do justice in the light of truth. (7/159)

In every nation there is a community that upholds justice and perpetuates it. The government remains in its position thanks to this institution. Among the followers of Moses was such a community. Yet, when the number of the wicked far surpassed the just the end of a nation comes. When We decide to destroy a population, We (first) send a definite order to those among them who are given the good things of this life and yet transgress; so that the word is proved true against them: then (it is) We destroy them utterly. (17/16) This verse applicable to the entire world is still in effect.

DON’T BE A SLAVE TO THE DICTATES OF YOUR IMPULSES

O ye who believe! stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against) rich or poor: for Allah can best protect both. Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do justice, verily Allah is well- acquainted with all that ye do. (4/135)

O ye who believe! stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do. (5/8)

Regardless of the parties to a cause one is expected to bear testimony truthfully. God is nearer to the offenders than we are and will protect them if He chooses so. Justice is the source of peace in a nation. The judge should do everything in his power to pronounce his sentence in due justice. whenever ye speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned; (6/52)

UNLAWFUL EARNINGS AND BRIBE

And do not eat up your property among yourselves for vanities, nor use it as bait for the judges, with intent that ye may eat up wrongfully and knowingly a little of (other) people's property. (2/188)
O ye who believe! Eat not up your property among yourselves in vanities… (4/29)

Lawful earning must be the principal objective of the believer. Property should be acquired lawfully and in peace by the expression of mutual free wills. The Qur’an declares that unlawful income will cause the perdition of the person. Money that comes from theft, gambling, treachery or through other unlawful means is canonically considered illegitimately acquired.

Men are an covetous race; they always want more than what is necessary for him. To this end he is ready to bribe people. The worst thing is to offer an inducement to judges, says the Qur’an. A healthy community survives thanks to the smooth operation of justice.

ESTABLISH WEIGHT WITH JUSTICE

So establish weight with justice and fall not short in the balance. (55/9)

We sent aforetime our apostles with Clear Signs and sent down with them the Book and the Balance (of Right and Wrong), that men may stand forth in justice (57/25)

Weigh meticulously what you sell and don’t deceive people. Honesty and justice form the basis of commercial life.

The transgressors are iniquitous people who will receive their punishment in due course.

CLEANNESS

Cleanness is the backbone of prayer. Before praying one should be clean both in spirit and in body. A prayer performed without prior purification will avail to naught. And thy garments keep free from stain! And all abomination shun (74/4-5) One of the initially revealed verses stressed to the Prophet the importance of cleanliness. Cleanliness is faith has become a maxim.

GOD LOVES THE CLEAN

… He loves those who keep themselves pure and clean … (2/222) 

… Allah loveth those who make themselves pure. (9/108)

The clean and the purified are encompassed by God’s infinite mercy.

FREEDOM FROM DIRT

… and he caused rain to descend on you from heaven, to clean you therewith, to remove from you the stain of Satan, to strengthen your hearts, and to plant your feet firmly therewith. (8/11)

O ye who believe! when ye prepare for prayer, wash your faces, and your hands (and arms) to the elbows; Rub your heads (with water); and (wash) your feet to the ankles. If ye are in a state of ceremonial impurity, bathe your whole body. But if ye are ill, or on a journey, or one of you cometh from offices of nature, or ye have been in contact with women, and ye find no water, then take for yourselves clean sand or earth, and rub therewith your faces and hands, Allah doth not wish to place you in a difficulty, but to make you clean, and to complete his favour to you, that ye may be grateful. (5/6)

Islam has transformed bodily cleanliness into a ritual. As one can see from the above verse one should wash oneself before every prayer. The bodily cleanliness paves one’s way to spiritual purity. Absence of water is not an excuse.

SPRUCING ONESELF

… wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer (7/31)

God ordains that one should spruce oneself up before standing up for prayer. Considering that a believer performs five times the daily prayer, he is supposed to be always neat and trim. The socks must be in good condition without any holes and the feet must not emit a nasty odor. The mosque and the immediate environment should be kept free from dirt.

WHAT DISPLEASES GOD

The Qur’an lays down what pleases and what displeases God. Wrongdoing, mischief making, pride, boasting of one’s wealth, betrayal and profligacy are things abhorred by God. God momentarily may connive at indulging into such vagaries with a view to allowing the individual to redress himself.

The relation of opposites to each other is said to overcome the chaotic and divergent nature of the world; the world exists as a coherent system in which a change in one direction is ultimately balanced by a corresponding change in another. Between all things there is a hidden connection, so that those that are apparently “tending apart” are actually “being brought together.” This view of Heraclitus is also expressed by the Qur’an. In this continuous contraflow of forces man suffers and kneaded into shape. (See, the present book, Laws of Creation)
The Wrongdoing
Infidels

Mischief Makers

Arrogants

God despises the arrogant and the vainglorious
Traitors

Profligacy and Niggardliness
THE WRONGDOING

Wrongdoing involves an oppressive, severe, and unjust domination according to the Qur’an. The contrary is equity.

God cannot be blamed for the wrongdoing of His creatures who are but slaves of their drives. Among the wrong doings that displeases God, are the attribution of partners to Him, profligacy, pride, treachery. 

GOD DOES NOT FAVOR THE WRONGDOER

... Allah loveth not those who do wrong (3/57)

... for Allah guides not people given to wrong-doing.  (28/50)

… the Curse of Allah is on those who do wrong! (11/18)

The wrongdoers, the inveterate transgressors of divine laws are cursed by God.

THE IGNORANT,  A SLAVE TO HIS VIOLENT IMPULSES

… , the wrong-doers (merely) follow their own lusts, being devoid of knowledge.(30/29)

… But turn away from the ignorant. (7/199)

The wrongdoer is an ignorant person who cannot restrain himself from evil impulses. 

He disregards the very first injunction of the Qur’an: “Read!” He is ignorant of the divine law and enthralled by his momentary drives, amongst which terror, vice of all sorts and ingratitude, etc. should be quoted.

THE MAN WRONGS HIS OWN SOUL

… It is man that wrongs his own soul. (10/44)

…"This is because of the deeds which thy hands sent forth, for verily Allah is not unjust to His servants. (22/10)

No punishment is administered so long as the divine law is not violated. Inveterate offenders receive their reward sooner or later.

MAN’S WRONGDOINGS

And who is more unjust than he who forbids that in places for the worship of Allah (2/114)

O my son! join not in worship (others) with Allah. for false worship is indeed the highest wrong-doing." (31/13)

Who doth more wrong than those who invent a lie against Allah. They will be turned back to the presence of their Lord, and the witnesses will say, "These are the ones who lied against their Lord! Behold! the Curse of Allah is on those who do wrong!- "Those who would hinder (men) from the path of Allah and would seek in it something crooked: these were they who denied the Hereafter!" (11/18-19)

And who does more wrong than one to whom are recited the Signs of his Lord, and who then turns away therefrom? (32/22)

Those who attribute partners to God commit the most grievous sin. For such people severe chastisement has been apportioned. God has established an order and laid down His laws. People who, in disregard of God’s laws, prefer to act according to the dictates of their instincts are considered abominable creatures. And if any fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (No better than) wrong-doers. (5/45)

SELF-MORTIFICATION

… there are among them some who wrong their own souls … (35/32)

O ye who believe! make not unlawful the good things which Allah hath made lawful for you, but commit no excess… (5/87)

Nafs is the integrated unity of subjective experience specifically including those characteristics and attributes of the experiencing organism of which it is reflexively aware. Denying oneself such gifts of the world as mates, money, assets, automobiles, entertainment, etc. or replacing them with excessive passion for them are both considered self-inflicted torture. The path to be followed should be the middle one.

FATE OF THE WRONGDOERS

How many populations have We destroyed, which were given to wrong- doing? They tumbled down on their roofs … (22/45)

… nor are We going to destroy a population except when its members practise iniquity. (8/59)

Countries will be destroyed if their population continues to be sunken into the wire of iniquities. Typical examples of such countries are Pharoah’s realm, Noah’s tribes, the Roman Empire and the post-war Germany

FIGHT IN THE CAUSE OF THE WRONGED


And why should ye not fight in the cause of Allah and of those who, being weak, are ill-treated (and oppressed)?- Men, women, and children, whose cry is: "Our Lord! Rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and raise for us from thee one who will protect; and raise for us from thee one who will help!" Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah, and those who reject Faith Fight in the cause of Evil: So fight ye against the friends of Satan: feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan. (4/75-76)

In addition to one’s fight for self-defense against the aggressor, the Qur’an also foresees fight against the oppressed. Satan and his followers should be fought tooth and nail and everything must be done to foil their plots.

VICTORY OVER THE WRONGDOERS

The blame is only against those who oppress men and wrong-doing and insolently transgress beyond bounds through the land, defying right and justice: for such there will be a penalty grievous. (42/42)

To those against whom war is made, permission is given (to fight), because they are wronged;- and verily, Allah is most powerful for their aid;-  (They are) those who have been expelled from their homes in defiance of right,- (for no cause) except that they say, "our Lord is Allah.. Did not Allah check one set of people by means of another, there would surely have been pulled down monasteries, churches, synagogues, and mosques, in which the name of Allah is commemorated in abundant measure. Allah will certainly aid those who aid his (cause);- for verily Allah is full of Strength, Exalted in Might, (able to enforce His Will). They are) those who, if We establish them in the land, establish regular prayer and give regular charity, enjoin the right and forbid wrong: with Allah rests the end (and decision) of (all) affairs (22/39-41)

Not only the persons wronged must take up arms against the oppressor but also other people must be their companions of arms. This is the way to subdue the enemy and bring about peace.

THE WRONGDOERS WILL BE DESTROYED

… Verily We shall cause the wrong-doers to perish! (14/13)

… But the wrong-doers,- for them has He prepared a grievous Penalty. (76/31)

Thus do we make the wrong-doers turn to each other, because of what they earn. (6/129)

The wrongdoer will sooner or later is doomed to perdition. Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah, and those who reject Faith Fight in the cause of Evil: So fight ye against the friends of Satan: feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan. (4/76)

Thus do we make the wrong-doers turn to each other, because of what they earn. (6/129) is laid down according to which the evildoers are exterminated by their fellow beings.

INFIDELS

The word kafir in Arabic has more than one meaning; namely, unbeliever, denier, ungrateful, impostor.

Kufr is unbelief, infidelity, misbelief, blasphemy, a piece of ingratitude, a grossly vituperative curse; swearing, to assert anything repugnant to the principles of Islam, covering up reality, concealing God’s gifts, denial of God’s existence. The authors of such offenses remain engulfed in worldly goods and are oblivious of God as the author of all the gifts of nature; these people are the losers. The verses related to the wrongdoers are alsom valif for them. Those who reject Faith they are the wrong-doers. (2/254)

GOD ABHORS THE WRONGDOER

... Allah loveth not those who reject Faith. (3/32)

…the curse of Allah is on those without Faith. (2/89)

… He loveth not creatures ungrateful and wicked. (2/276)

Those that are blind to the endowments of God and deny Him are cursed and doomed to be the dwellers of hell.

THE WORST OF CREATURES LIVING ON EARTH

For the worst of beasts in the sight of Allah are those who reject Him: They will not believe. (8/55)

But none reject Our Signs except only a perfidious ungrateful (wretch)! (31/32)

The worst of living beings upon earth is the unbeliever and denier of its creator. They are worst than animals. …They have hearts wherewith they understand not, eyes wherewith they see not, and ears wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle,- nay more misguided: for they are heedless (of warning) (7/179) They are those who deny the Signs of their Lord and the fact of their having to meet Him (in the Hereafter): vain will be their works, nor shall We, on the Day of Judgment, give them any weight (18/105)

THE UNGRATEFUL DENIERS OF GIFTS
And He giveth you of all that ye ask for. But if ye count the favours of Allah, never will ye be able to number them. Verily, man is given up to injustice and ingratitude. (14/34)

It is He Who gave you life, will cause you to die, and will again give you life: Truly man is a most ungrateful creature!  (22/66)

Life is the greatest gift that God granted man: He it is that has provided us with infinite gifts to enable us to perpetuate our life upon the earth. It is Allah Who has made for you the earth as a resting place, and the sky as a canopy, and has given you shape- and made your shapes beautiful,- and has provided for you Sustenance, of things pure and good;- such is Allah your Lord. So Glory to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds (40/64) Who has made the earth your couch, and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain from the heavens; and brought forth therewith Fruits for your sustenance; then set not up rivals unto Allah when ye know (the truth). (2/22) Do ye not see that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things in the heavens and on earth, and has made his bounties flow to you in exceeding measure, (both) seen and unseen? Yet there are among men those who dispute about Allah, without knowledge and without guidance, and without a Book to enlighten them! (31/20) It is He Who hath made you (His) agents, inheritors of the earth …(6/165)

The unbelievers that form the greater part of humanity have rebelled against God, God that who has bestowed upon them all the gifts and potentialities for their good; they have been ungrateful. And We have distributed the (water) amongst them, in order that they may celebrate (our) praises, but most men are averse (to aught) but (rank) ingratitude. (25/50) 

THOSE THAT BELIE THE QUR’AN

But those who reject Faith and belie our Signs,- they shall be companions of Hell-fire. (5/6)

And yet the Unbelievers (persist) in rejecting (the Truth)! (85/19)

The unbelievers belie the Qur’anic verses, those verses that have been revealed to enlighten and give a fair warning to man; the Book that guides man to the right path and enables him to be among the saved! Nay, this is a Glorious Qur'an, (Inscribed) in a Tablet Preserved (85/21-22)

The tablet in question is the tablet of God’s decrees preserved to the end of time. Then those who reject Faith in the Signs of Allah will suffer the severest penalty, and Allah is Exalted in Might, Lord of Retribution. (3/4)

GRATITUDE AND INGRATITUDE

If ye are grateful, I will add more (favours) unto you; But if ye show ingratitude, truly My punishment is terrible indeed. (14/7) 

… if any is grateful, truly his gratitude is (a gain) for his own soul; but if any is ungrateful, truly my Lord is Free of all Needs, Supreme in Honour !" (27/40)

Gratitude is the state of being grateful, warm and friendly feeling toward a benefactor prompting one to repay a favor. It is the duty of every man to God. This will prevent the individual to think that the gifts in his possession are the result of his own efforts and have nothing to do with God, the source of all riches. The expression of this gratitude should be made both spiritually and verbally. The real gratitude that a man would acknowledge would be to share the gifts that God has bestowed on him with those in need. Sharing one’s assets, knowledge, and exhibit laudable behavior towards one’s fellow beings are also expression of gratitude. Work ye, sons of David, with thanks! but few of My servants are grateful! ( 34/13)

RESPITE GIVEN

Let not the strutting about of the Unbelievers through the land deceive thee:  Little is it for enjoyment: Their ultimate abode is Hell: what an evil bed (To lie on)! (3/196-197)

Let not the Unbelievers think that our respite to them is good for themselves: We grant them respite that they may grow in their iniquity: But they will have a shameful punishment. (3/178)

God warns the believers that they should not be deceived by the transitional prosperity enjoyed by unbelievers; He stresses that they have been given the chance of a respite to realize their position which should not beguile the believers, since they will quite probably end up by being thrown into the fire. He warns that by patience the sincere believer who is firm and steadfast in his prayers and religions obligations will be favored with the paradise. . The parable of those who reject their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on which the wind blows furiously on a tempestuous day: No power have they over aught that they have earned: that is the straying far, far (from the goal). (14/18)

TAKE NOT FOR FRIENDS UNBELIEVERS

… O ye who believe! Take not for friends unbelievers rather than believers: (4/144)

…. Yea, to those who take for friends unbelievers rather than believers: is it honour they seek among them? Nay,- all honour is with Allah. (4/139)

The believers should take for friends their fellow believers. For there is the likelihood to be deceived by unbelievers should one befriend them. 

The unbelievers perceive the world with their senses and remain oblivious of God and spiritual life. They waddle in the mire of debauchery. Those who reject Allah will enjoy (this world) and eat as cattle eat; and the Fire will be their abode (47/12) … They will be companions of the fire, to dwell therein (For ever).  (2/257)

DON’T BE LENIENT TO INFIDELS

O Prophet! strive hard against the unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and be firm against them. Their abode is Hell,- an evil refuge indeed. (9/73)

Therefore listen not to the Unbelievers, but strive against them with the utmost strenuousness, with the (Qur'an). (25/52)

Muhammad is the apostle of Allah. and those who are with him are strong against Unbelievers, (but) compassionate amongst each other… (48/29)

The word jihad has several meanings, amongst others, religious war, religious endeavor, warfare against self; to strive hard using one’s knowledge and property with all one’s faith. Try to convince the unbeliever and divert him from the way of untruth. It may well be there are those that they will see the truth and be converted. In Islam fighting has been foreseen for self-defense. To open war against innocent people is not recommended, it is the work of the cruel communities and tyrants. Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not transgress limits…(2/190) When the mission of prophethood was given to Muhammad, pre-Islamic paganism reigned in Arabia. Cruelty, ignorance, bloodshed were galore. And God appointed Muhammad as His Prophet and revealed him his laws.

In the beginning of the revelations the pagan people in Mecca inflicted all sorts of tortures to the new converts. They compelled them to go to exile and destroyed them at every opportunity. The plot devised against the Prophet had been the last straw; thus the Muslims had no other chance but to leave the city. People left their property and set out for Medina and Afghanistan. The Prophet was allowed to fight for three reasons: 1) The agreement concluded between the Muslims and the pagans had been broken by the latter; 2) Women and children were not spared during the war waged against the Muslims; 3) The Muslims had been forced to immigrate for fear of extermination. And slay them wherever ye catch them, and turn them out from where they have Turned you out; for tumult and oppression are worse than slaughter; but fight them not at the Sacred Mosque, unless they (first) fight you there; but if they fight you, slay them. Such is the reward of those who suppress faith.(2/191) This was a matter of life and death.

Enemies of Islam have misinterpreted this fight for self-defense. Those who are interested to learn the truth should refer to the Qur’an and peruse it. Islam is based not on hate but on love and fortitude.

THE UNPARDONED

Those who reject Allah, and hinder (men) from the Path of Allah, then die rejecting Allah,- Allah will not forgive them. (47/34)

Those who reject Faith, and die rejecting,- on them is Allah.s curse, and the curse of angels, and of all mankind; (2/161)

God invites people to repent before death comes. For the last remorse will not avail. Closer and closer to mankind comes their Reckoning: yet they heed not and they turn away. Never comes (aught) to them of a renewed Message from their Lord, but they listen to it as in jest,-Their hearts toying as with trifles. The wrong-doers conceal their private counsels, (saying), "Is this (one) more than a man like yourselves? Will ye go to witchcraft with your eyes open?" (21/1-3)

MISCHIEF MAKERS

Mischief making and duplicity are acts that aim at disrupting the balance in nature; they are transgressions. Ease, peace, serenity and composure are the opposite concepts. … …men's souls are swayed by greed. (4/128)

Men, goaded by their innate passion and impetuosity, are prone to upset the balance reigning in nature. Bloodshed and murder accompanied by mischief-making have been the cause of devastations and upheavals. God, who gives a respite to such people, defeat them in the end in favor of the wronged people.

GOD DOES NOT LOVE MISCHIEFMAKERS

… And Allah loveth not those who do mischief. (5/64)

But those who break the Covenant of Allah, after having plighted their word thereto, and cut asunder those things which Allah has commanded to be joined, and work mischief in the land;- on them is the curse; for them is the terrible home! (13/25).

Those who reject Allah and hinder (men) from the Path of Allah - for them will We add Penalty to Penalty; for that they used to spread mischief. (16/88)

The mischief-makers are loathed by God. They are the losers. They will be eternally damned here and hereafter. 

… do no mischief on the earth after it has been set in order (7/85)

… nor commit evil on the earth, with intent to do mischief (29/36)

MISCHIEF IS A HUMAN ACT
Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?- (2/30)

Mischief has appeared on land and sea because of (the meed) that the hands of men have earned, that ((Allah)) may give them a taste of some of their deeds: in order that they may turn back (from Evil). (30/41)

Man’s rebellious acts have brought about imbalance and crookedness to the world. Seas and rivers have been polluted because of human being’s disregards of ecological concern; the ozone hole grew in size. The moral standards have been corrupted; immorality, injustice, lying, greed and ignorance have increased out of all proportions. If the Truth had been in accord with their desires, truly the heavens and the earth, and all beings therein would have been in confusion and corruption! (23(71)

It is hoped that these people will repent so that they may be pardoned and saved.

DISCORD AND MISCHIEF ARE WORSE THAN COMMITTING A MURDER

… Tumult and oppression are worse than slaughter. (2/217)

Mischief-making is a capital sin; for it gives rise to bloodshed and slaughter. Truly Pharaoh elated himself in the land and broke up its people into sections, depressing a small group among them: their sons he slew, but he kept alive their females: for he was indeed a maker of mischief. (28/4) God’s respite for such evil doers has been of short duration since the creation had to be preserved. By Allah.s will they routed them; and David slew Goliath; and Allah gave him power and wisdom and taught him whatever (else) He willed. And did not Allah Check one set of people by means of another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief: But Allah is full of bounty to all the worlds. (2/251) Mischief-makers are sooner or later destroyed by a righteous community. However their red-handed fellow men also may put an end to them.

GREED FOR POWER

… We are endued with strength, and given to vehement war: but the command is with thee; so consider what thou wilt command." (27/34)

And with Pharaoh, lord of stakes?  (All) these transgressed beyond bounds in the lands,  (89/11-12)

Rulers invading a country enslave the autochthonous people, holding their noses in the air set them at naught; they imprison or kill he prominent personages of the country they have conquered. 

The Pharoah was not an exception to the rule. Enthroned, he had exterminated innocent people. The end of such people is perdition.

HYPOCRITES

Of the people there are some who say: "We believe in Allah and the Last Day;" but they do not (really) believe. Fain would they deceive Allah and those who believe, but they only deceive themselves, and realise (it) not! (2/8-9)

When they meet those who believe, they say: "We believe;" but when they are alone with their evil ones, they say: "We are really with you: We (were) only jesting." (2/14)

A hypocrite is one who pretends to be what he is not or to have principles or beliefs that he does not have; especially, one who falsely assumes an appearance of virtuousness or religiosity, These are people who collude with the enemy. To the Hypocrites give the glad tidings that there is for them (but) a grievous penalty. (4/138)

ARROGANTS

Arrogance is a genuine or assumed feeling of superiority that shows itself in an overbearing manner or attitude or in excessive claims of position, dignity, or power or that unduly exalts one's own worth or importance. The antonym is modesty which is a laudable quality.

Among the arrogants, Satan is foremost mentioned. Pride had caused its fall. The extreme states of arrogance are denial and belying of God’s verses, refusal to resign to God’s will. The megalomania leads one’s downfall.

GOD ABHORS THE ARROGANTS

Undoubtedly Allah doth know what they conceal, and what they reveal: verily He loveth not the arrogant. (16/23)

… Indeed they have an arrogant conceit of themselves, and mighty is the insolence of their impiety! (25/21)

… but today shall ye be recompensed with a Penalty of humiliation: for that ye were arrogant on earth without just cause, and that ye (ever) transgressed (46/20)

Doubtless God is displeased with people who think highly of themselves, the boasters, the braggarts doomed to be lowered. 

SHOWING OFF

Nor walk on the earth with insolence: for thou canst not rend the earth asunder, nor reach the mountains in height. (17/37)

And swell not thy cheek (for pride) at men, nor walk in insolence through the earth; for Allah loveth not any arrogant boaster. (31-18)

The entire creation is a blend of God’s infinite number of names. The mystery of creation lies with God and does not become a man to question it. Condescending and looking down on people ill fit the behavior of a mature being. 

THE FIRST REBEL

And behold, We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam" and they bowed down. Not so Iblis: he refused and was haughty: He was of those who reject Faith. (2/34)

((Allah)) said: "O Iblis! What prevents thee from prostrating thyself to one whom I have created with my hands? Art thou haughty? Or art thou one of the high (and mighty) ones?" (Iblis) said: "I am better than he: thou createdst me from fire, and him thou createdst from clay." (Allah)) said: "Then get thee out from here: for thou art rejected, accursed. (38/5-77)
Satan was expelled from paradise not because he had denied God but because he had proved to be a braggart and a rebel.

PRIDE THAT KEEPS MAN AWAY FROM PRAYING

Christ disdaineth nor to serve and worship Allah, nor do the angels, those nearest (to Allah.: those who disdain His worship and are arrogant,-He will gather them all together unto Himself to (answer). (4/172)

"(The reply will be:) 'Nay, but there came to thee my Signs, and thou didst reject them: thou wast Haughty, and became one of those who reject faith!'" (39-59)

And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those who are too arrogant to serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell - in humiliation!" (40/60)

Pride and self-conceit may prevent individuals to submit to God; they may be reluctant to praise him with thanks. Only those believe in Our Signs, who, when they are recited to them, fall down in adoration, and celebrate the praises of their Lord, nor are they (ever) puffed up with pride. (32/15) Everybody will receive his due. Verily We have revealed the Book to thee in Truth, for (instructing) mankind. He, then, that receives guidance benefits his own soul: but he that strays injures his own soul. Nor art thou set over them to dispose of their affairs. (39/41)

PROPHETS’ WAR WAGED AGAINST THE PROUD

"Go, thou and thy brother, with My Signs, and slacken not, either of you, in keeping Me in remembrance." Go, both of you, to Pharaoh, for he has indeed transgressed all bounds; "But speak to him mildly; perchance he may take warning or fear ((Allah))." (20/42-44)

Then We sent Moses and his brother Aaron, with Our Signs and authority manifest, To Pharaoh and his Chiefs: But these behaved insolently: they were an arrogant people. (23/45-46)

And every time I have called to them, that Thou mightest forgive them, they have (only) thrust their fingers into their ears, covered themselves up with their garments, grown obstinate, and given themselves up to arrogance. (71-7)

Prophets waged war against the arrogant in their community. The arrogance veiled the truth for them.

HEARTS SEALED

…. Thus doth Allah, seal up every heart - of arrogant and obstinate Transgressors." (40/35)

Those who behave arrogantly on the earth in defiance of right - them will I turn away from My signs: Even if they see all the signs, they will not believe in them; and if they see the way of right conduct, they will not adopt it as the way; but if they see the way of error, that is the way they will adopt. For they have rejected our signs, and failed to take warning from them. (7/146)

The Qur’an claims that the hearts of the deniers, beliers, wrongdoers and transgressors will be sealed. This means that such individuals have the losers in this word; they can no longer see the truth, comprehend it when they see it before them. These are arrogant people for whom a terrible punishment has been prepared. On the Day of Judgment wilt thou see those who told lies against Allah.- their faces will be turned black; Is there not in Hell an abode for the Haughty? (39/60)

GOD DESPISES THE ARROGANT AND THE VAINGLORIOUS

Individuals spoiled by overabundance are considered corrupt. Those who boast of their wealth are despicable people who inspire covetousness and hatred among their fellow beings of modest disposition and give rise to strife and make the latter a potential source of threat to peace.

… Allah loveth not the arrogant, the vainglorious. (4/36)

… Truly Allah leaveth, to stray, whom He will; But He guideth to Himself those who turn to Him in penitence,-  (13/26)

God apportions wealth among his creatures at his sole discretion. Some are granted greater portion of it and some receive more modest sum. The wealthy should share his riches with his fellow beings and the poor should show patience with resignation. The former, in the belief that he himself is the author of his fortune, boasts of it.

QARUN WHO HAD PERPETRATED EXCESSES

Qarun was doubtless, of the people of Moses; but he acted insolently towards them: such were the treasures We had bestowed on him that their very keys would have been a burden to a body of strong men, behold, his people said to him: "Exult not, for Allah loveth not those who exult (in riches). "But seek, with the (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on thee, the Home of the Hereafter, nor forget thy portion in this world: but do thou good, as Allah has been good to thee, and seek not (occasions for) mischief in the land: for Allah loves not those who do mischief. (28/76-77)

He said: "This has been given to me because of a certain knowledge which I have." Did he not know that Allah had destroyed, before him, (whole) generations,- which were superior to him in strength and greater in the amount (of riches) they had collected? but the wicked are not called (immediately) to account for their sins. So he went forth among his people in the (pride of his wordly) glitter. Said those whose aim is the Life of this World: "Oh! that we had the like of what Qarun has got! for he is truly a lord of mighty good fortune!" But those who had been granted (true) knowledge said: "Alas for you! The reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is best for those who believe and work righteousness: but this none shall attain, save those who steadfastly persevere (in good)." (28/78-80)

Then We caused the earth to swallow up him and his house; and he had not (the least little) party to help him against Allah, nor could he defend himself.  And those who had envied his position the day before began to say on the morrow: "Ah! it is indeed Allah Who enlarges the provision or restricts it, to any of His servants He pleases! had it not been that Allah was gracious to us, He could have caused the earth to swallow us up! Ah! those who reject Allah will assuredly never prosper." (28/81-82)

Qarun had equated God with worldly gifts, and was oblivious of the existence of an afterlife. He boasted of his wealth which he thought he himself had created; it did not occur to him to share part of his assets with the poor; he was a slave to his unsatiated passion and ended up a prey to perdition.

GOD DECIDES AS HE PLEASES

Verily thy Lord doth provide sustenance in abundance for whom He pleaseth, and He provideth in a just measure. For He doth know and regard all His servants. (17/30)

Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of thy Lord? It is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in the life of this world: and We raise some of them above others in ranks, so that some may command work from others. But the Mercy of thy Lord is better than the (wealth) which they amass. (43/32)

If Allah were to enlarge the provision for His Servants, they would indeed transgress beyond all bounds through the earth; but he sends (it) down in due measure as He pleases. (42/27)

Sustenance provided by God is according to his discretion. Although it is God’s providence that decides on it, man is obliged to work in order that he may get it. Had the human beings been granted an equal share of all the available wealth in nature there would be no activity, no work of any kind, thus no economy. 

THE POOR HAS A SHARE IN THE WEALTH OF THE RICH

And in their wealth and possessions (was remembered) the right of the (needy,) him who asked, and him who (for some reason) was prevented (from asking) (51/19)

So give what is due to kindred, the needy, and the wayfarer. That is best for those who seek the Countenance, of Allah, and it is they who will prosper. (30/38)

Allah has bestowed His gifts of sustenance more freely on some of you than on others: those more favoured are not going to throw back their gifts to those whom their right hands possess, so as to be equal in that respect. Will they then deny the favours of Allah. (16/71)

Economic imbalance in a given population brings about polarization and discords. The wide gap between the rich and the poor is a potential bone of contention. God desires that men redresses the balance. The principle ‘The poor has a share in the wealth of the rich’ strikes a balance in the population. Islam has been based on solidarity; in the lifetime of the Prophet this principle was successfully applied…. What Allah has bestowed on His Messenger (and taken away) from the people of the townships,- belongs to Allah,- to His Messenger and to kindred and orphans, the needy and the wayfarer; In order that it may not (merely) make a circuit between the wealthy among you … (59/7) It’s God’s preference to see a community that follows the middle path.

GOD IS WITH THE OPPRESSED


And We wished to be Gracious to those who were being depressed in the land, to make them leaders (in Faith) and make them heirs, To establish a firm place for them in the land, and to show Pharaoh, Haman, and their hosts, at their hands, the very things against which they were taking precautions. (28/5-6)

And We made a people, considered weak (and of no account), inheritors of lands in both east and west, - lands whereon We sent down Our blessings … (7/137)

The meek and feeble Israelites were oppressed by the Pharoah of Egypt; to compensate for this God sent Moses to save his people. Pharaoh and his followers were destroyed. This divine law is still valid throughout the universe. Nevertheless, the Jews who strayed later non from the path of truth were also punished.

TRANSGRESSOR COMMUNITIES 

When We decide to destroy a population, We (first) send a definite order to those among them who are given the good things of this life and yet transgress; so that the word is proved true against them: then (it is) We destroy them utterly.  (17/16)

Never did We send a warner to a population, but the wealthy ones among them said: "We believe not in the (Message) with which ye have been sent." (34/34)

It is pointed out that God who decides to destroy a population, grants prosperity to those whose wealth has spoiled them; and when they prove to be ungrateful and continue to do evil deeds and goes on insisting on their malfeasance they are doomed to perish.

TRAITORS

A traitor is one that betrays another's trust or is false to an obligation or duty; malefaction, perfidy, betrayal are the negative qualifications that a portion of the population in any country always suffer from.

GOD DESPISES TRAITORS

… Allah loveth not the treacherous. (8/58)

… Allah loveth not one given to perfidy and crime: (4/107)

Treachery is a capital sin. The treacherous shall be deprived of God’s mercy and are doomed to suffer.

THOSE THAT BETRAY THEIR OWN SELVES

Contend not on behalf of such as betray their own souls … (4/107)
nor wilt thou cease to find them- barring a few - ever bent on (new) deceits: (5/13)
God desires that the souls that He has bestowed on man return to him unsoiled. If they commit sins and offenses they do themselves wrong. This is a kind of betrayal to what they have been entrusted with.

TRAITORS ARE DOOMED TO FAIL IN THEIR ATTEMPTS

… Allah will never guide the snare of the false ones. (12/52)

If thou fearest treachery from any group, throw back (their covenant) to them, (so as to be) on equal terms: for Allah loveth not the treacherous. (8/58)

Traitors are the negative forces in nature. As Satan’s plots are doomed to failure so shall the traitor’s snares.

DON’T BETRAY GOD AND HIS MESSENGER

O ye that believe! betray not the trust of Allah and the Messenger, nor misappropriate knowingly things entrusted to you. (8/27)

"O my Lord! Truly my people took this Qur'an for just foolish nonsense (25/30)

Betrayal of God and of His Messenger is betrayal of the things He has entrusted with man. Sincere believers cannot possibly be traitors. Only the sham believers may be so.

Nature that God had entrusted to the care of man was vitiated and adulterated; the fauna and flora were destroyed; the species of animals became extinct; air was polluted and ecology was disregarded to the point threatening life on earth. The Qur’an is announced to be protected till Doomsday, but the sacred books revealed previous to it were adulterated and destroyed. Israelites have proved to be murderers of prophets among others John the Baptist and Zacharia, and attempted to kill Jesus on the cross. (They have incurred divine displeasure): In that they broke their covenant; that they rejected the signs of Allah. that they slew the Messengers in defiance of right; that they said, "Our hearts are the wrappings (which preserve Allah.s Word; We need no more)";- Nay, Allah hath set the seal on their hearts for their blasphemy, and little is it they believe;- (4/155)

O my Lord! Truly my people took this Qur'an for just foolish nonsense."(25/30)

 "He indeed would well-nigh have misled us from our gods, had it not been that we were constant to them!" - Soon will they know, when they see the Penalty, who it is that is most misled in Path! (42/21)

Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due? But those who take for protectors other than Allah (say): "We only serve them in order that they may bring us nearer to Allah." Truly Allah will judge between them in that wherein they differ. But Allah guides not such as are false and ungrateful. (39/3)

Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands, and then say:"This is from Allah," to traffic with it for miserable price!- Woe to them for what their hands do write, and for the gain they make thereby (2/79)

Let us also draw the attention to the additions to the traditions of the Prophet which have adulterated his genuine sayings. The number of such false traditions attributed to Muhammad is innumerable. Scholars like Bukhari, Muslim, Ibn Hanbel and Imam Malik have tried to sort out the likely genuine traditions reducing the number to ten thousand. There have been divergences of opinions between them. The criterion to follow in spotting those that must most probably be spoken by the Prophet’sa

 should be to see whether the traditions agree with the Qur’an. If not they may be disregarded.

We must note also that Ali, the Prophet’s son-in-law, Ali’s spouse and Fatima, his daughter as well as the grandsons, Hasan and Huseyin were all ill treated after the Prophet’s demise. (See Öztürk, Kur’an’daki Islam ve Kur’an’ın Temel Buyrukları).

PROFLIGACY AND NIGGARDLINESS

Profligacy is reckless wastefulness and extravagance while niggardliness is reprehensively excessive frugality. The ideal is to follow the middle path. This is the way to keep the natural balance. Yet, the great majority of men try to overturn the balance.

… Allah loveth not the wasters. (6/141)

… eat and drink: But waste not by excess, for Allah loveth not the wasters. (7/31)

Reckless spending and squandering are loathed by God. Such profligates are to be severely punished.

GIFTS ARE MEANT FOR MAN

Say: Who hath forbidden the beautiful (gifts) of Allah, which He hath produced for His servants, and the things, clean and pure, (which He hath provided) for sustenance? Say: They are, in the life of this world, for those who believe, (and) purely for them on the Day of Judgment. Thus do We explain the signs in detail for those who understand. (7/32)

Do ye not see that Allah has subjected to your (use) all things in the heavens and on earth, and has made his bounties flow to you in exceeding measure, (both) seen and unseen?... (31/20)

God has bestowed on man all sorts of gifts and desired that he makes use of them frugally. Man should not squander them, nor be avaricious in the use of them.

OBEY NOT THE PROFLIGATE

"And follow not the bidding of those who are extravagant,- (26/151)

Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah. for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (39/53)

Keeping company with the squanderer is wrong. One should not forget that whatever exists is the result of a balance. Wasting means stealing the share of one’s fellow men.

BE GENEROUS

And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts which Allah Hath given them of His Grace, think that it is good for them: Nay, it will be the worse for them: soon shall the things which they covetously withheld be tied to their necks Like a twisted collar, on the Day of Judgment (3/180)

(Nor) those who are niggardly or enjoin niggardliness on others, or hide the bounties which Allah hath bestowed on them; for We have prepared, for those who resist Faith, a punishment that steeps them in contempt;- (4/37)

The close-fisted believes that God has favored them exclusively and abstains from sharing their assets with their fellow men. Unaware of the fact that wealth has been granted them as a trial, they advise others to follow their example. "If ye had control of the Treasures of the Mercy of my Lord, behold, ye would keep them back, for fear of spending them: for man is (every) niggardly!"  The liberality in giving is the key to happiness. …  And those saved from the covetousness of their own souls,- they are the ones that achieve prosperity (59/9).
WASTE AND STINGINESS CONDEMNED

Make not thy hand tied (like a niggard's) to thy neck, nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach, so that thou become blameworthy and destitute.  (17/29)

Those who, when they spend, are not extravagant and not niggardly, but hold a just (balance) between those (extremes); (25/67)

God’s gifts to man have been granted in due proportion; those who disturb the balance transgress the limits foreseen. The close-fisted hoard the wealth that belongs to the community and disrupt the balance.

PART TWO

THE DIVINE DESIGN

The Qur’an describes the glorious divine design and provides answers for many a question. Why have we come to the world? What are our functions and duties? Is there a hereafter? Is death the end of man?

The Qur’an provides answers to these questions. In order that one may perceive the meaning of the verses, one should meditate on them. To feel the presence of the Supreme Being, to try to know him and to resign oneself to His will make a man an adept, to whom will be gradually opened the mysteries of creation. As man is initiated into the mysteries of religion he will praise and thank the Being that has given life to him.

This second part will dwell on such subjects as :

The Prophets

The Revealed Books

Islam, the Only True Religion

Prayer

Gifts Bestowed on Man

THE PROPHETS

The Qur’an explicitly states that prophets charged with the mission to communicate to mankind the divine law have been sent to every community. The number of them is known only to God. It is believed that more than a thousand prophets have been sent. In the Qur’an the names of only 27 prophets are mentioned, amongst others Abraham, the first of the prophets, and Muhammad, the last one.

WHY WERE PROPHETS SENT?

… For We assuredly sent amongst every People an apostle,… (16/36)

Messenger. who gave good news as well as warning, that mankind, after (the coming) of the apostles, should have no plea against Allah …(4/165)

The prophets had the mission to teach mankind how a man should behave in order that he may shun evil and choose the right path.

A PROPHET FOR EVERY COMMUNITY

To every people (was sent) an apostle … (10/47)

… and there never was a people, without a warner having lived among them (in the past). (35/24)

Of some apostles We have already told thee the story; of others We have not; … (4/164)

The reputed Islamic scholar Yaşar Nuri Öztürk claims that many a prophet had been sent whose names have not been mentioned; therefore, under the circumstances, we could take Buddha, Socrates, Plato and Confucius for prophets.

NO DISTINCTION IS MADE BETWEEN PROPHETS 

… We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, and to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesus, and that given to (all) prophets from their Lord: We make no difference between one and another of them: And we bow to Allah (in Islam)." (2/136)

… We make no distinction (they say) between one and another of His apostles."…. ((2/285)

It was not (possible) for any apostle to bring a sign except by the leave of Allah. (40/78)

Given the fact that religion is a whole in the sight of God, no distinction should be made between prophets, since they have one common origin. They have the mission to convey the messages they receive from God. However, a difference of rank is mentioned  between them in the Qur’an: Those apostles We endowed with gifts, some above others: To one of them Allah spoke; others He raised to degrees (of honour); to Jesus the son of Mary We gave clear (Signs), and strengthened him with the holy spirit. (2/253) God had addressed Moses, Jesus had been strengthened by the Hloy Spirit and Muhammad had ascended to heaven.

THE LAST PROPHET

Muhammad is not the father of any of your men, but (he is) the Messenger of Allah, and the Seal of the Prophets (33/40)

We have not sent thee but as a universal (Messenger) to men, giving them glad tidings, and warning them (against sin), but most men understand not.  (34/28)

If ye do love Allah, Follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." (3/31)

Ye have indeed in the Messenger of Allah a beautiful pattern (of conduct) for any one whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who engages much in the Praise of Allah.  (33/21)

The above verses show that Muhammad was sent as a mercy to the creatures of the earth.  

REVEALED BOOKS

The word ‘Book’ contains the word of God. The books revealed are in terms of chronology, the Old Testament, the New Testament which also includes the Psalms, and the Qur’an. The Torah was revealed to Moses, the Psalms to David, the Gospels to Jesus Christ and the Qur’an to Muhammad.

The Torah which had been revealed to Moses was destroyed together with the chest that contained the Ark of the Covenant during the invasion by the Babylonian Empire, The Psalms inspired to David told about the divine love; while the gospels which had been a single one in the beginning contained the revelations to Jesus, although adulterated in the course of time by the Church.

The Qur’an is the only book that has been kept and preserved intact. We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and We will assuredly guard it (from corruption). (15/9)

THE TORAH, THE PSALMS AND THE GOSPELS

It was We who revealed the law (to Moses): therein was guidance and light… (5/44)

Before this We wrote in the Psalms, after the Message (given to Moses): My servants the righteous, shall inherit the earth." (21/105)

And in their footsteps We sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the Law that had come before him: We sent him the Gospel: therein was guidance and light, and confirmation of the Law that had come before him: a guidance and an admonition to those who fear Allah. (5/46)

THE QUR’AN

Say: Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel-for he brings down the (revelation) to thy heart by Allah.s will, a confirmation of what went before, and guidance and glad tidings for those who believe,- (2/97)

O mankind! there hath come to you a direction from your Lord and a healing for the (diseases) in your hearts,- and for those who believe, a guidance and a Mercy. (10/57)

This is the Book; in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those who fear Allah. (2/2)

Follow (O men!) the revelation given unto you from your Lord, and follow not, as friends or protectors, other than Him. Little it is ye remember of admonition. (7/3)

Qur’an which means recitation has compiled in a miraculous manner the main laws to which mankind is subject. It is the only guide to the true path. It was revealed by God and conveyed to Muhammad through Gabriel. Verily this is a Revelation from the Lord of the Worlds:. With it came down the spirit of Faith and Truth-  To thy heart and mind, that thou mayest admonish. (26/192-194) . It is not fitting for a man that Allah should speak to him except by inspiration, or from behind a veil, or by the sending of a messenger to reveal, with Allah.s permission, what Allah wills: for He is Most High, Most Wise. (42/51)

Man has not been endowed with the capacity to speak face to face with the Supreme Being. It’s only through the prophets can he be inspired, either in the waking state or in sleep. God may, if he so chooses, make himself heard through a bush like in the case of Moses or through Gabriel. By degrees shall We teach thee to declare (the Message), so thou shalt not forget, (87/6)

The Qur’an is a mercy. Mercy is a blessing regarded as an act of divine favor or compassion. Rahman and Rahim are both derived from rahmat, signifying tenderness requiring the exercise of beneficence and thus comprising the ideas of love and mercy. My mercy extendeth to all things. That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who do right, and practise regular charity, and those who believe in Our signs;-  (7/156) Those who act according to the dictates of the Qur’an are promised to be placed in the garden of paradise.

The Qur’an leads men to the right path. And We made them leaders, guiding (men) by Our Command, and We sent them inspiration to do good deeds, to establish regular prayers, and to practise regular charity; and they constantly served Us (and Us only).  (21/73) "And that ye should worship Me, (for that) this was the Straight Way? (36/61) . And those who strive in Our (cause),- We will certainly guide them to our Paths: For verily Allah is with those who do right. (29/69)

To be led to the true faith is by permission of God. It is true thou wilt not be able to guide every one, whom thou lovest; but Allah guides those whom He will and He knows best those who receive guidance (28/56) . But to those who receive Guidance, He increases the (light of) Guidance, and bestows on them their Piety and Restraint (from evil). (47/17)

The Qur’an is divine light, it illumines the souls. A Book which We have revealed unto thee, in order that thou mightest lead mankind out of the depths of darkness into light - by the leave of their Lord - to the Way of (Him) the Exalted in power, worthy of all praise!-  (14/1)

The Qur’an acts potently upon one, invigorating or filling with exuberant energy or cheer. The Qur’an relieves men from distress; frees them from burdens, evils or pains; it gives one ease, comfort, or consolation.

ISLAM IS THE RELIGION

Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due? (39/3) All divine laws make up the entirety of the religion revealed by prophets to men. The mystery of creation and of life is between the lines of the Qur’an. It is through praise of God and expression of gratitude that one attains salvation. Peace and salvation are the objectives targeted. The word ‘Islam’ means ‘resignation and complete surrender to God’s will’ "We believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed to us and what was revealed to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and in (the Books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the prophets, from their Lord: We make no distinction between one and another among them, and to Allah do we bow our will (in Islam)." (3/83)

ISLAM IN A WIDER CONTEXT

And this was the legacy that Abraham left to his sons, and so did Jacob; "Oh my sons! Allah hath chosen the Faith for you; then die not except in the Faith of Islam." (2/132)

Said the disciples: "We are Allah.s helpers: We believe in Allah, and do thou bear witness that we are Muslims. (3/52)

We believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed to us and what was revealed to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and in (the Books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the prophets, from their Lord: We make no distinction between one and another among them, and to Allah do we bow our will (in Islam)." (3/84)

The Qur’an calls all the revelations that have come down from Abraham till Muhammad ‘Islam’. The devotees of the Old and the New Testament are named in the Qur’an as ‘The people of the book’. As one can see all the believers are considered as one community; they were warned, however, against corrupt practices, some having strayed from the true path, others remaining faithful to the latter. Not all of them are alike: Of the People of the Book are a portion that stand (For the right): They rehearse the Signs of Allah all night long, and they prostrate themselves in adoration. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and they hasten (in emulation) in (all) good works: They are in the ranks of the righteous.  Of the good that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knoweth well those that do right.(3/113-115) 

Those to whom We sent the Book before this,- they do believe in this (revelation):  And when it is recited to them, they say: "We believe therein, for it is the Truth from our Lord: indeed we have been Muslims (bowing to Allah.s Will) from before this. (28/52-53)

All the prophets have taught that their communities believe in one God and resign themselves to His will and are warned not to be deceived by heretical creeds attributing divinity to false gods. Thus all that has been revealed to Moses, David and Jesus and Muhammad constitute the only and unique religion that the Qur’an calls ‘Islam’.

‘ISLAM’ IN THE NARROWER SENSE

… This day have I perfected your religion for you, completed My favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion… (5/3)

… To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and guarding it in safety … (5/48)

The revelation to Muhammad, the last of the prophets, has also been called ‘Islam’. The Qur’an, the last of the books to be revealed confirms the books that preceded it – parts of which having been lost or adulterated – is the keeper of the divine revelations till the end of time.

ISLAM, THE RELIGION

The Religion before Allah is Islam (submission to His Will): Nor did the People of the Book dissent therefrom except through envy of each other, after knowledge had come to them. (3/19)

So set thou thy face steadily and truly to the Faith: (establish) Allah.s handiwork according to the pattern on which He has made mankind: no change (let there be) in the work (wrought) by Allah. that is the standard Religion: but most among mankind understand not. (30-30)

If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah., never will it be accepted of him; and in the Hereafter He will be in the ranks of those who have lost (All spiritual good). (3/85)

Man tried to alter and modify the books revealed by God to suit their own ends. The last book revealed, the Qur’an has remained and will remain intact to the end of time. Religion is one and no distinctions should be made between ‘religions’ although their practices may have varied in the course of centuries. Islam is the quintessence of all the so called religions and shall remain unadulterated henceforth.

VARIATIONS IN BOOK REVEALED 

Let the people of the Gospel judge by what Allah hath revealed therein. If any do fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than) those who rebel. (5/47)

To thee We sent the Scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and guarding it in safety: so judge between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow not their vain desires, diverging from the Truth that hath come to thee. To each among you have we prescribed a law and an open way. If Allah had so willed, He would have made you a single people, but (His plan is) to test you in what He hath given you: so strive as in a race in all virtues. The goal of you all is to Allah. it is He that will show you the truth of the matters in which ye dispute. (5/48)

"O People of the Book! ye have no ground to stand upon unless ye stand fast by the Law, the Gospel, and all the revelation that has come to you from your Lord." It is the revelation that cometh to thee from thy Lord, that increaseth in most of them their obstinate rebellion and blasphemy. But sorrow thou not over (these) people without Faith. (5/68)

Not all of them are alike: Of the People of the Book are a portion that stand (For the right): They rehearse the Signs of Allah all night long, and they prostrate themselves in adoration. They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and they hasten (in emulation) in (all) good works: They are in the ranks of the righteous. Of the good that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knoweth well those that do right. (3/113-115)

… say, "We believe in the revelation which has come down to us and in that which came down to you; Our Allah and your Allah is one; and it is to Him we bow (in Islam)." (29/46)

God warns the Judeo-Christians to observe the injunctions stated in their own books. Yet, the Qur’an, the last revealed book confirms the books that have preceded it. It is the only book that has remained unadulterated. The Old Testament had been destroyed by the Babylonians and the New Testament had been subject to a like fate. Yet the Qur’an was sent to confirm them in their original versions. Those that have some sense, a sound mental capacity will end up choosing Islam as their religion and be among the saved.

ON THE DOOMSDAY EVERYBODY WILL BE JUDGED ACCORDING HIS OWN BOOK

And thou wilt see every sect bowing the knee: Every sect will be called to its Record: "This Day shall ye be recompensed for all that ye did! (45/28)

Men have the choice to abide by the book revealed unto them. Let there be no compulsion in religion. (2/256)

However, the last book to be revealed, the Qur’an, is naturally the Book that should be preferred and abided by.

PRAYER

Prayer is a solemn and humble approach to Divinity in word or thought usually involving beseeching, petition, confession, praise, or thanksgiving. Pure sincerity of heart, sincere worship or belief without involvement of any personal benefit is required while praying. The Qur’an says that whatever has been created from the tiniest atom to the big cosmos perforce praise their Creator. Yet, man, being the most refined creature endowed with consciousness is required to establish regular prayers in full consciousness of his creator. When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): "Am I not your Lord (who cherishes and sustains you)?"- They said: "Yea! We do testify!" (This), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: "Of this we were never mindful": (7/172)

ALL CREATURES ARE IN DEVOTION

The seven heavens and the earth, and all beings therein, declare His glory: there is not a thing but celebrates His praise; And yet ye understand not how they declare His glory! Verily He is Oft-Forbear, Most Forgiving! (17/44)

Whatever beings there are in the heavens and the earth do prostrate themselves to Allah (Acknowledging subjection),- with good-will or in spite of themselves: so do their shadows in the morning and evenings.  (13/15)

Seest thou not that to Allah bow down in worship all things that are in the heavens and on earth,- the sun, the moon, the stars; the hills, the trees, the animals; and a great number among mankind? But a great number are (also) such as are fit for Punishment: and such as Allah shall disgrace,- None can raise to honour: for Allah carries out all that He wills. (22-18)

Say: "Everyone acts according to his own disposition: But your Lord knows best who it is that is best guided on the Way." (17/84)

All that has been created amongst others clusters of stars and galaxies and the tiniest atoms, neutrons and protons etc. praise their Creator and prostrate before Him,
The Kaaba that Abraham had erected upon God’s commandment has been the center toward which all the Muslims in the world turn while praying, and every year it receives the pilgrims coming from the four corners of the earth to circumambulate it like the neutrons and protons that gyrate around the atom.

Just to note here marginally, Mawlana Djalaleddin Rumi (1207-1273) in whose time not much was known about the stellar movements had intuitively perceived and emulated them whirling around a central point, thus praying His creator.

YE SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME

… Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds … (1/2)

… Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we seek. (1/5)

Praise and thanksgiving are two-fold. In the first place the individual expresses his gratitude by word of mouth, in the second he does good deeds and charities. Address is to the Sustainer of the worlds He created. To Allah do belong the unseen (secrets) of the heavens and the earth, and to Him goeth back every affair (for decision): then worship Him, and put thy trust in Him: and thy Lord is not unmindful of aught that ye do. (11/123)

THE REASON WHY MAN WAS CREATED

I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve Me. ((51/56)

O ye people! adore your Guardian-Lord, who created you and those who came before you, that ye may have the chance to learn righteousness; (2/21)

God Almighty created men to serve and praise Him.

(To the righteous soul will be said:) "O (thou) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction! “Come back thou to thy Lord – well pleased /thyself) and well-pleasing unto Him, enter thou, then, among my devotees! “Yea, enter thou my heaven! (89/27-30)

LOVE BETWEEN THE CREATED AND THE CREATOR

Then do ye remember Me; I will remember you. Be grateful to Me, and reject not Faith. (2/152)

When My servants ask thee concerning Me, I am indeed close (to them): I listen to the prayer of every suppliant when he calleth on Me: Let them also, with a will, Listen to My call, and believe in Me: That they may walk in the right way.  (2/186)

God answers the prayers of His sincere servants. … those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah…. (2/165) . O ye who believe! if any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon will Allah produce a people whom He will love as they will love Him,- lowly with the believers, mighty against the rejecters, fighting in the way of Allah, and never afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault. That is the grace of Allah, which He will bestow on whom He pleaseth. And Allah encompasseth all, and He knoweth all things. (5/54)

Love is the raison d’être of the creation; it is the most powerful source of energy; while prayer is an exchange of love between the Creator and the created.

THE TRUE PATH LIES IN PRAYER

"'It is Allah Who is my Lord and your Lord; then worship Him. This is a Way that is straight.'" (3/51)

Did I not enjoin on you, O ye Children of Adam, that ye should not worship Satan; for that he was to you an enemy avowed?- "And that ye should worship Me, (for that) this was the Straight Way? (36/60-61)

Man has an innate sense of the divine. When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): "Am I not your Lord (who cherishes and sustains you)?"- They said: "Yea! We do testify!" (This), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: "Of this we were never mindful": (7/172) Thus God has laid down His law in the Qur’an. Nevertheless, Satan has been given respite and is ever ready to cause the fall of man like his own doom. Man is expected to be conscious of his precarious position upon the earth and try to remain deaf to his temptations resigning himself to God. 

One should not forget that Satan’s guiles shall remain ineffective if one sincerely believes in God and submits to His will. Prayers must be free of dissimulation, of hypocrisy. Seest thou one who denies the Judgment (to come)?  Then such is the (man) who repulses the orphan (with harshness),  And encourages not the feeding of the indigent.  So woe to the worshippers.  Who are neglectful of their prayers, Those who (want but) to be seen (of men), But refuse (to supply) (even) neighbourly needs. (107/1-7)

THOSE NEGLECTFUL OF THEIR PRAYERS

… My Lord is not uneasy because of you if ye call not on Him: But ye have indeed rejected (Him), and soon will come the inevitable (punishment)!" (25/77)

And your Lord says: "Call on Me; I will answer your (Prayer): but those who are too to serve Me will surely find themselves in Hell - in humiliation!" (40/60)

The raison d’être of man is to pray and praise him with all the purity of his heart in complete submission and resignation. Otherwise he will be the loser.

WARNING

Prophets have been sent to mankind to enlighten and explain them the reason for His existence. "Our Lord! We have wronged our own souls: If thou forgive us not and bestow not upon us Thy Mercy, we shall certainly be lost." (7/23)

THE DIVINE DESIGN REMAINS UNCHANGED

(Such has been) the practice (approved) of Allah already in the past: no change wilt thou find in the practice (approved) of Allah. (48/23)

"But he did lead astray a great multitude of you. Did ye not, then, understand? (36/62)

Do they not consider the Qur'an (with care)? Had it been from other Than Allah, they would surely have found therein Much discrepancy. (4/82)

The Qur’an says that man is brought to this world for a transitory period of time in which the intelligent is expected to mature before being conveyed to another world. The entire worldly creation has been given to the subservience of man. The infinite variety of gifts that God has provided man with must be requited; he is expected to thank and praise God in return for His magnanimity. Should he fail to abide by His injunctions his perdition is imminent, as expressed in sacred books.

OUR FINAL RETURN IS TO GOD

But does not man call to mind that We created him before out of nothing? (19/67)

… "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our return":- (2/156)

He Who has made everything which He has created most good: He began the creation of man with (nothing more than) clay, And made his progeny from a quintessence of the nature of a fluid despised: But He fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed into him something of His spirit. And He gave you (the faculties of) hearing and sight and feeling (and understanding): little thanks do ye give! (32/7-9)

Then are men returned unto Allah, their protector, the (only) reality: Is not His the command? (6/62)

From where have we come and whither are we going are thus made clear. Man created in God’s image has been granted infinite gifts for which he should be thankful and act according to the dictates of the Supreme Being if he does not want to be hurled into the pit of hell. One thing is certain: we are to appear before the Supreme Court on the Day of Judgment.

DIVINE TEST

The tradition which reads: ‘I was a hidden treasure. I wanted to be discovered and I created the universe so that I may be known’ explains the mystery of creation. God Almighty projected all his beauties on his creatures, whom he provided with all imaginable gifts and desired that he be praised: I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve Me (51/56) In return for all that he has received fortuitously, man should praise and thank his Creator and serve Him as He desires. He Who created Death and Life, that He may try which of you is best in deed: and He is the Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving;- (67/2) The ordeals that man are subjected in this world are for his maturation and perfection before his acquisition of eternal life promised in the next world.

REWARD AND PUNISHMENT

Then shall anyone who has done an atom's weight of good, see it! And anyone who has done an atom's weight of evil, shall see it. (99/7-8)

Who receiveth guidance, receiveth it for his own benefit: who goeth astray doth so to his own loss: No bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another:… (17/15)

Whoever works righteousness benefits his own soul; whoever works evil, it is against his own soul: nor is thy Lord ever unjust (in the least) to His Servants. (41/46)

Acts, actions and deeds performed both morally and actually should be assessed and evaluated by man himself who has been given power of discretion. Whatever misfortune happens to you, is because on the things your hands have wrought, and for many (of them) He grants forgiveness. (42/30) Everybody is responsible for his own actions; no one will carry the burden of another people’s responsibilities. Man is free to choose the path he has to follow; God does not intermeddle with his intention to choose.

ATTRIBUTUION OF PARTNERS TO GOD, DISBELIEF AND INGRATITUDE

… If thou wert to join (gods with Allah., truly fruitless will be thy work (in life), and thou wilt surely be in the ranks of those who lose (all spiritual good)".  (39/65) 

… if any one rejects faith, fruitless is his work … (5/5)

The parable of those who reject their Lord is that their works are as ashes, on which the wind blows furiously on a tempestuous day: No power have they over aught that they have earned: that is the straying far, far (from the goal). (14/18)

Attributing partners to God and denial of God obliterates all the good deeds a man may have done in this world: … vain will be their works, nor shall We, on the Day of Judgment, give them any weight. (18/105)

GOOD DEEDS ABUNDANTLY RECOMPENSED

… And if any one earns any good, We shall give him an increase of good in respect thereof: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Ready to appreciate (service). (42/23)

It is not your wealth nor your sons, that will bring you nearer to Us in degree: but only those who believe and work righteousness - these are the ones for whom there is a multiplied Reward for their deeds, while secure they (reside) in the dwellings on high! (34/37)

It is not your wealth nor your sons, that will bring you nearer to Us in degree: but only those who believe and work righteousness - these are the ones for whom there is a multiplied Reward for their deeds, while secure they (reside) in the dwellings on high! (40/40)

God may, if he so desires, to pardon certain misdeeds. However, He recompenses the doer of good deeds abundantly.

GIFTS GRANTED TO MAN

Gift is a special or notable capacity, talent, or endowment either inherent, acquired, or given by God. And He giveth you of all that ye ask for. But if ye count the favours of Allah, never will ye be able to number them…(14/34)

Life comes at the head of the gifts bestowed on man. . It is He Who gave you life … (22/66). … and has provided for you Sustenance, of things pure and good … (40/64)… and has made his bounties flow to you in exceeding measure, (both) seen and unseen? (31/20) . It is out of His Mercy that He has made for you Night and Day,- that ye may rest therein, and that ye may seek of his Grace;- and in order that ye may be grateful (28/73) Who has made the earth your couch, and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain from the heavens; and brought forth therewith Fruits for your sustenance… (2/22)  It is Allah Who made cattle for you, that ye may use some for riding and some for food; (40/79) It is He Who hath made you (His) agents, inheritors of the earth:… (6/165)

TWO DIVINE LIGHTS

MAN INHERITOR OF THE EARTH

TWO DIVINE LIGHTS

God has endowed man that he created in perfect shape in every respect with divine characteristics. He has given man two divine lights: namely, an innate one which is intelligence and heart’s eye that enables him to perceive the Divine Being and the Books that He sent through his prophets. This enabled man to distinguish between good and evil and made him free to choose either the one or the other.

THE INNATE INTELLIGENCE

… Did ye not, then, understand? (36/62)
Have We not made for him a pair of eyes?- And a tongue, and a pair of lips?-  And shown him the two highways?  (90/8-10)

Intelligence is using one's existing knowledge to meet new situations and to solve new problems, to learn, to foresee problems, to use symbols or relationships, to create new relationships, to think abstractly, the ability to perceive one's environment, to deal with it symbolically and effectively, to adjust to it and to work toward a goal.

"Now have come to you, from your Lord, proofs (to open your eyes): if any will see, it will be for (the good of) his own soul; if any will be blind, it will be to his own (harm): I am not (here) to watch over your doings." (6/104)

It is He Who has created for you (the faculties of) hearing, sight, feeling and understanding: little thanks it is ye give! (23/78)

God has also endowed man with a ‘heart’s eye’, an intuitive faculty. Intuition is the act or process of coming to direct knowledge or certainty without reasoning or inferring: immediate cognizance or conviction without rational thought: revelation by insight or innate knowledge. The heart is the seat of one's innermost being: one's innermost or actual character, disposition, or feelings; the organ that enables man to perceive directly divine beauties and existence and to distinguish good from evil. … Truly it is not their eyes that are blind, but their hearts which are in their breasts. (22/46)

When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants, and made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): "Am I not your Lord (who cherishes and sustains you)?"- They said: "Yea! We do testify!" (This), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: "Of this we were never mindful": (7/172)

The faculty of knowing God is innate in man; in it is indelible.

We showed him the Way: whether he be grateful or ungrateful (rests on his will). (76/3)

God, having endowed man with the faculty of discernment and discretion that enables him to know and perceive Him, has left him free to choose between good and evil. Therefore man is free, not subject to a particular ruling, authority, or obligation. God is at an equal distance from each man. It is up to the man to come closer to Him by establishing regular prayers and performing the acts He has laid down or drive away from him.

BOOKS REVEALED

A Guide and a Message to men of Understanding. (40/54)

… Are those equal, those who know and those who do not know? It is those who are endued with understanding that receive admonition. (39/9)

Say: "O ye men! Now Truth hath reached you from your Lord! those who receive guidance, do so for the good of their own souls; those who stray, do so to their own loss: and I am not (set) over you to arrange your affairs." (10/108)

The second light that has come down is the Sacred Books which show man the true path. He is free to decide whether he will abide by their contents or go his own way.

MAN GOD’S REPRESENTATIVE UPON THE EARTH

Man happens to be created to represent the Divine Being on earth. God endowed Adam, the first man, with characteristics like His own. According to mystics, this power of attorney conferred to man rests on five basic pillars.

Adam had the privilege of being the only creature directly shaped by God. God created Adam whom he took pleasure to contemplate as his own image. Man served God as His mirror. His attributes were projected unto Adam. It should be borne in mind, however, that the image of something is not identical with the object whose reflection is seen in the mirror. Although man is not favored with God’s omnipotence he has been given the privilege of manifesting His power when He so chooses. Mercy, grace and kindness on the one hand and might or wrath, on the other, two kinds of contrary divine attributes have been granted to man only. This characteristic has not been given to angels, jinns or Satan. Only Adam has been chosen to manifest God’s glory by His permission. Adam had been entrusted with the names of things. We, who are descendants of Adam, are potentially endowed with such opposed forces. Up to us to strive what is hidden in us in order that we may dig them up from our depths. It is He Who hath created for you all things that are on earth…(2/29). Then We made you heirs in the land after them, to see how ye would behave! (10/14) Man should be aware of the fact that the above potentialities have been ‘entrusted’ to him for safekeeping.

GOD’S VICEGERENT UPON THE EARTH 

Behold, thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?- whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said: "I know what ye know not."  (2/30)

When I have fashioned him (in due proportion) and breathed into him of My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance unto him." So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them together: Not so Iblis: he refused to be among those who prostrated themselves. (15/29-31)

When God had imparted the angels with His intention they had objected to it. “What need is there for such a vicegerent to rule over us?” they had said. “Are we not good enough for being vicegerents?”

Prof. Dr. Yaşar Nuri Öztürk, in his work Kur’an’daki Islâm has the following to say: “Angels have deemed prayer, without any reservation, as the greatest criterion of superiority. God Almighty, on the other hand, stressed the fact that merging of polarities, that is coexistence of obedience and prayer on the one hand, and rebellion and objection on the other, has been aimed at. The good without evil or evil without good; i.e. regular and precise conjunction implying correlative variation of the concomitants is not favored by the Creator. Underneath man’s loftiness lies the merging of oppositions. Man prides himself on the negative and the positive, the divine and the devilish, the beauty and the ugly that coalesce in him. To take man solely as an angel or as a devil is contrary to actual fact. The concomitancy is therefore an inescapable certainty.”

SUPERIORITY OF MAN OVER ANGELS

And He taught Adam the nature of all things; then He placed them before the angels, and said: "Tell me the nature of these if ye are right." They said: "Glory to Thee, of knowledge We have none, save what Thou Hast taught us: In truth it is Thou Who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom." (2/31-32)

He said: "O Adam! Tell them their natures." When he had told them, Allah said: "Did I not tell you that I know the secrets of heaven and earth, and I know what ye reveal and what ye conceal?" And behold, We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam" and they bowed down. Not so Iblis: he refused and was haughty: He was of those who reject Faith.  (2/33-34)

The names in question were the names of things according to some scholars and of concepts according to others, and according to still other viewpoints they were the names of angels or of Adam’s descendants. What one can deduce from the verse was the importance of knowledge that is stressed and taught only to man in addition to angels. The test proved that man had superiority over the angels as far as knowledge was concerned. 

We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam" and they bowed down. Not so Iblis: he refused and was haughty: He was of those who reject Faith.  (2/33-34) The angels who had suffered defeat had to bow and respect man. Considering that God had projected His divine attributes to man made the latter superior to angels. Angels who represented the positive side of the creation would henceforth remain the friend of man. On the other hand, the angel that had refused to bow before man, Satan and his team, would do everything to beguile and stray man from the right path. The positive and the negative qualifications in man would conflict, tilting the balance sometime in favor of the former and sometime in favor of the latter. The man, who, evolving, becomes perfect, thanks to his devotional performances, will eventually reach a stage far superior to the station of angels and end up by attaining the attribute of vicegerent of God upon the earth and experience the divine bliss. On the other hand, the man, who will fail to abide by God’s commandments, will be condemned to lead a bestial life till he passes away.

DIVINE TRUST

We did indeed offer the Trust to the Heavens and the Earth and the Mountains; but they refused to undertake it, being afraid thereof: but man undertook it;- He was indeed unjust and foolish;- (33/72)

And those who respect their trusts and covenants … Such will be the honoured ones in the Gardens (of Bliss). (70/32,35)

Trust, as a noun, is something committed or entrusted to one to be used or cared for in the interest of another before retrieving it when the time comes. Thus positive and negative virtualities, spiritual and material endowments had been entrusted to man by God; life, for instance is given to the custody of man to be retrieved when the appointed hour has come. All our endowments, namely, knowledge, will and power and our body with all its five senses are but given in custody to us; again, whatever we possess, our parents and children, the environment, the sea, the strata of the air, the creatures, humans, beasts and plants should be taken for trusts.

Things should, according to the Qur’an, should be entrusted to the care and preservation of the individual capable to manage them with justice. Allah doth command you to render back your Trusts to those to whom they are due; And when ye judge between man and man, that ye judge with justice… (4/58) Communities who were well-advised to entrust the subjects requiring knowledge and technique and the matters having to do with  spiritual affairs to the experts have prospered, while those who were ill-advised, either for ignorance of for personal interests, to maladroit persons have declined. The President, the Prime Minister, the MPs, the mayors, the functionaries etc. should be duly selected and elected.

We should bear in mind that all the said potentialities have been given to our custody for a transitional period of time and must be ready to yield them back when the term comes as intact as we had received. O ye that believe! betray not the trust of Allah and the Messenger, nor misappropriate knowingly things entrusted to you. 

PART THREE

LAWS OF CREATION

The heavens, the worlds, the creatures, the things and all that have been created were created as a consequence of the blending of meanings of the ‘Beautiful Names’ of God. For instance, the meanings of such names as ‘The Lord’, ‘The Merciful’, ‘The Beneficent’, ‘The Omniscient’, ‘The Sovereign Lord’ , ‘The Gracious’, ‘The Wrathful’ and ‘the Compassionate’ etc. are hidden in God’s store of knowledge. The stars, the heavens, the seas, the things, the angels, the beasts and the human beings are but manifestations of the nominal meanings in God’s store of wisdom.  In whatever Form He wills, does He put thee together. (82/8) Given the fact that there is no power other than God, everything, whether visible or invisible, are but the manifestations of the Supreme Being. Yet, God has no boundaries and is beyond all that is visible. He is the One, the Eternal, the Absolute; He begetteth not, nor is He begotten; And there is none like unto Him. 

According to the Qur’an the essence of creation is based on pairs. Glory to Allah, Who created in pairs all things that the earth produces, as well as their own (human) kind and (other) things of which they have no knowledge.  (36/36) Late Dr.Haluk Nurbaki made the following comments regarding the said pairs. Glorious God has no precedent, while the pairs he has created are like twins. 

In God is inherent the two opposing elements, namely Djelal (magnanimity, sublimity, splendor, gorgeousness as well as wrath) that is the negative force in  a sense and Djemal (beauty, goodness) that is the positive force. 

Wrath-Mercy, Devil-Angel, Belief-Disbelief, Hell-Paradise, Light-Darkness, to go astray-to follow the right path, etc. are the opposing pairs.

GOD IN WHOM ALL OPPOSITES COALESCE

… every day in (new) Splendour doth He (shine)! (55/29)

All that is on earth will perish:  But will abide (for ever) the Face of thy Lord,- full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour. (55/26-27)

God keeps on destroying and recreating. God, the One procreates the multiple which have indiscriminately an end and a beginning. The daily paper Hürriyet of 18.1.1996 published the photographs of a dying star and a dawning galaxy observed by the Hubble telescope. Stars each having the semblance of a sun explode and come to their terms after having existed for about 10 billions of years. On the Doomsday the earth will explode to birth to a new globe and a new sky. One day the earth will be changed to a different earth, and so will be the heavens, and (men) will be marshalled forth, before Allah, the One, the Irresistible; (14/48)

All that is on earth will perish:  But will abide (for ever) the Face of thy Lord,- full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour.

The term ‘the Face of thy Lord’ is one of the infinite manifestations of God. Whatever our eyes distinguish, all that they observe are but the manifestations of God’s attributes. To Allah belong the east and the West: Whithersoever ye turn, there is the presence of Allah. For Allah is all-Pervading, all-Knowing. (2/115) Yet, God’s quiddity is above all His manifestations.

Wrath and Mercy
Nafs (self) and Ruh (soul or spirit)

Satan and Angel

Nafs
WRATH AND MERCY

‘Wrath’ is righteous indignation and condemnation of God, the result of which is punishment. It’s God’s Djelal.

‘Mercy’ is compassion or forbearance shown to an offender or subject: clemency or kindness extended to someone instead of strictness or severity. It’s God’s Djemal.
THE MYSTERY OF WRATH AND MERCY

… With My punishment I visit whom I will; but My mercy extendeth to all things. (7/156)

… So a wall will be put up betwixt them, with a gate therein. Within it will be Mercy throughout, and without it, all alongside, will be (Wrath and) Punishment! (57/13)

With My punishment I visit whom I will, this punishment is a light one; its aim is to give warning to the Self. This helps the individual to cleanse his soul. It is of a remedial character. This process begins in this world and may continue hereafter if the soul has not been thoroughly cleansed from the stain of his evil doings.

My mercy extendeth to all things, God’s most prominent characteristic is his infinite mercy and love of humanity; his forgiveness and compassion for the repentant and the penitent.

Without pain there is no pleasure. Without night there would be no day Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere, (2/155)

WRATH

PUNISHMENT SUFFERED ON THE EARTH

… We removed from them the penalty of ignominy in the life of the present. (10/98)

Is then He who standeth over every soul (and knoweth) all that it doth, (like any others)? And yet they ascribe partners to Allah. Say: "But name them! is it that ye will inform Him of something he knoweth not on earth, or is it (just) a show of words?" Nay! to those who believe not, their pretence seems pleasing, but they are kept back (thereby) from the path. And those whom Allah leaves to stray, no one can guide. For them is a penalty in the life of this world, but harder, truly, is the penalty of the Hereafter: and defender have they none against Allah. (13/33-34)

PUNISHMENT IN THE GRAVE

Then Allah saved him from (every) ill that they plotted (against him), but the brunt of the Penalty encompassed on all sides the People of Pharaoh. In front of the Fire will they be brought, morning and evening: And (the sentence will be) on the Day that Judgment will be established: "Cast ye the People of Pharaoh into the severest Penalty!" (40/45-46)

There is an affliction that the dead will suffer in the grave according to the Qur’an.

PUNISHMENT IN HELL

For those who reject their Lord (and Cherisher) is the Penalty of Hell: and evil is (such), Destination. (67/6)

They ask thee to hasten on the Punishment: but, of a surety, Hell will encompass the Rejecters of Faith!- (29/54)

The Qur’an explicitly declares that we shall be taken to account for the deeds we have done in our earthly life. We know that those who have sinned will go to hell and those who have been successful will go to the paradise. Although the exact account of the torture we will have to suffer has not been given in the Qur’an it is certain that the suffering will be a severe one. Those who have failed to cleanse their souls in this world and remained immature shall be subjected to a harsh treatment. In point of fact this is not to be an excruciating and sadistic act but one that will purify the individual. God’s all-embracing mercy will be extended even to the inmates of hell.

MERCY


Mercy is a blessing regarded as an act of divine favor or compassion; in the Qur’an Mercy has the general meaning of LOVE.

MY MERCY (LOVE) ENCOMPASSES EVERYTHING

… That (mercy) I shall ordain for those who do right, and practise regular charity, and those who believe in Our signs;- (7/156)

… Your Lord hath inscribed for Himself (the rule of) mercy: …(6/54)

Mercy is the fundamental characteristic of the Divine Being. All individuals who have incurred God’s wrath after having undergone the ordeal awaiting them will be pardoned and embraced by God’s infinite love and mercy.

SOURCE OF LOVE

… But ask forgiveness of your Lord, and turn unto Him (in repentance): For my Lord is indeed full of mercy and loving-kindness." (11/90)

…. Most Gracious, Most Merciful; (1/3)

Rahman and Rahim both deived from rahmat signify both tenderness requiring the exercise of beneficence, and thus comprising the ideas of love and mercy. The former indicates the greatest preponderance of the quality of mercy and the latter is expressive of a constant repetition and manifestation of the attribute. The Prophet is reported to have said: “Al-Rahman is the Beneficent God Whose love and mercy are manifested in the creation of this world, and al-Rahim is the Merciful God whose love and mercy are manifested in the state that comes after”. Thus the former is expressive of the utmost degree of love and generosity, the latter of unbounded and constant favor and mercy. Rahman is the adjective mentioned in the Qur’an almost as many times as Rab (the Lord). The fundamental mystery of creation is covered in the name Rahman, an epithet solely used for God. The significance of the word Rahim covers only the believers, God having given the privilege of priority to men. There should surely be a difference between Nimrod or Abu Lahab and Moses or Muhammad. Rahim brings in in a sense o kind of justice to the cause.

Vedud, (the All-loving God) is another of the beautiful names of God.

THE CREATION IS THE OUTCOME OF DIVINE LOVE

He is the One that sends down rain (even) after (men) have given up all hope, and scatters His Mercy (far and wide)… (42/28)

It is out of His Mercy that He has made for you Night and Day,- that ye may rest therein, and that ye may seek of his Grace;- and in order that ye may be grateful. (28/73)

God who has created the universe which is in continual process of becoming takes pleasure in contemplating His Glory and Magnificence. The rain and the alternation of day and night are but a manifestation of His love for his servants.

DESPAIR NOT OF GOD’S MERCY

O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah. for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (3/53)

So say: "O my Lord! grant Thou forgiveness and mercy for Thou art the Best of those who show mercy!"  (23/118)

NAFS (self) AND RUH (soul or spirit)

Man God has created as vicegerent is made of two basic elements; namely of a body and a soul. Our personality comprises such elements as character, intelligence, feeling, will, etc. Personality consists of a self and a soul. These two opposing entities contribute to our elevation to lofty heights or to descent to bottomless chasms.

Nafs implies the evil, rebellious and devilish side of personality. It comprises the entirety of our bodily desires and passions. Falsehood, cruelty, pride, concupiscence, anger, hatred, stinginess etc. are some of the manifestations of nafs. It is the origin of all misdeeds, disbelief, ingratitude and overbearing pride. It ends up recognizing the sovereignty of God to whom it returns. It is the symbol of the negative pole in the creation and manifestation of God’s wrathful aspect.

Ruh is the divine power that God projects on man and infuses life in him; it is the immaterial essence or substance, animating principle, or actuating cause of life or of the individual life; it is the psychical or spiritual principle in general shared by or embodied in individual human beings or all beings having a rational and spiritual nature. It functions in conjunction with nafs. It is the symbol of the positive pole of creation and manifestation of God’s compassionate aspect.

THE MYSTERY OF NAFS AND RUH

It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein. (50/16)

… the (human) soul is certainly prone to evil … (12/53)

They ask thee concerning the Spirit (of inspiration). Say: "The Spirit (cometh) by command of my Lord: of knowledge it is only a little that is communicated to you, (O men!)" (17/85)

Anxiety caused by Nafs generates unfounded suspicions and doubts. These canker the individual and lead him to commit ill acts; they make him to deify the transitional gifts offered to man; they render him arrogant, haughty, covetous, etc. Nafs becomes the slave of bodily wants which it tries to assuage them. The types of personality enslaved by their nafs(es) like Nimrod, the Pharoah, Abu Jahil, etc are embodied symbols of the evil side of man. Individualism and selfishness are their distinctive character. Nafs falls in the pitfall of self-deification. It negates the unity of the One and Only, of the Eternal and the Absolute and the fact that there is none like unto Him. Nevertheless, nafs is of a protean character. It may return to his Creator any moment.

The verse stresses the fact that “God is nearer to him than his jugular vein”. The fact that He infused into him from his own spirit is one of the mysteries included in the above verse. Having its origin in the godhead, it is immortal.

The ruh may enslave the nafs, and vice versa. Should the former be the case the individual will go to the gardens of bliss, and to Hell if the contrary is true. It should be noted that nafs develops through ordeals, while the ruh is not subject to change, it remains intact in its original form.

NAFS

… the nafs is certainly prone to evil … (12/53)

… even though men's souls are swayed by greed …(4/128) 

Seest thou such a one as taketh for his god his own passion (or impulse)? Couldst thou be a disposer of affairs for him? Or thinkest thou that most of them listen or understand? They are only like cattle;- nay, they are worse astray in Path. (25/43-44)

Certain unbelievers preferred to be a prey to their whims and concupiscence and transgressed the law laid down by God; they deified the vanities of their ill-conceived inclinations. They became lower than beasts and proved to be ungrateful to God’s gifts granted them.

Nafs is a liar, an egotist; it attributes partners to God; it is a savage-brute, a miser. It gives rise to suspicion, jealousy, haughtiness, concupiscence, makes one inflexible or insistent especially in maintaining a position or opinion; it breeds hatred, sarcasm and anger. Had there not been a soul in conjunction with it man’s lot would be perdition.

HEEDLESSNESS THAT THE NAFS INSPIRES

Now, as for man, when his Lord trieth him, giving him honour and gifts, then saith he, (puffed up), "My Lord hath honoured me." But when He trieth him, restricting his subsistence for him, then saith he (in despair), "My Lord hath humiliated me!" Nay, nay! but ye honour not the orphans! Nor do ye encourage one another to feed the poor!- And ye devour inheritance - all with greed, And ye love wealth with inordinate love! (89/15-20)

The verses bear upon man’s heedlessness, selfishness, ingratitude and covetousness. The individual tried by God with overabundance of wealth, forgets to repay Him and cannot extricate himself from the pit he has fallen. Should it happen that God restrains His gifts from him, he curses his fate, oblivious of the fact that both riches and poverty have their limits. Man must therefore be modest in his aspirations and thanks God for which He has conferred him without transgressing.

NAFS INTUTING ITS RAISON D’ETRE

And I do call to witness the self-reproaching spirit: (Eschew Evil). (75-2)

This is the state wherein nafs takes cognizance of its actual situation, reproaches itself and repents.

CONGLICT BETWEEN NAFS AND RUH

By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it;  And its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right;- Truly he succeeds that purifies it, And he fails that corrupts it! (91/7-10)
The sense of distinguishing between good and evil is innate in man. Cruelty, theft, telling lies etc. are reprehensible acts, they soil one’s nafs. On the other hand, good deeds, beneficence, generosity, patience and justice are laudable qualities.

The positive forces and the negative forces are continuously in conflict in man. It depends on the individual to choose either the former or the latter, since as a consequence hereof his future will be decided upon.

THE NAFS UNER THE COMMABD OF THE RUH
And for such as had Entertained the fear Of standing before Their Lord’s (tribunal) And has restrained (Their) soul from lower Desires.Their abode will be The Garden. (79/40-41)

(To the righteous soul will be said:) "O (thou) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction! ‘Come back thou to they Lord, -well pleased thyself and well pleasing unto Him, enter thou, then, among my devotees, yea enter thou My heaven! (89/27-30)

The verses speak of a cleansed nafs and ruh  that have been sublimated! 

RUH (soul, spirit) 
Ruh is that vital element that animates the body. Man’s soul (ruh) is immortal but his body is perishable. There is not detailed in formation about ruh in the Qur’an.

They ask thee concerning the Spirit (of inspiration). Say: "The Spirit (cometh) by command of my Lord: of knowledge it is only a little that is communicated to you, (O men!)" (17/85)

“By command of my Lord” means that it originates from God who has created me, who has sent prophets and taught me the divine law. I feel, sense and consequently know therefore the presence of the spirit that has its origin in the Divine Being.

“Of knowledge it is only a little that is communicated to you” means that I have but scanty knowledge about the truth, but I feel that ruh (soul or spirit) is the animating positive force and sublimates the nafs (self). I know that there is a communication between man and God who has. Behold! thy Lord said to the angels: "I am about to create man, from sounding clay from mud moulded into shape; 

The ruh is immortal and conceals all the attributes of God, i.e. of the manifestations of its Creator. 

I BREATHED INTO HIM OF MY SPIRIT

Behold! thy Lord said to the angels: "I am about to create man, from sounding clay from mud moulded into shape; "When I have fashioned him (in due proportion) and breathed into him of My spirit, fall ye down in obeisance unto him." (15/28-29)

We breathed into her of Our spirit, and We made her and her son a sign for all peoples. (21/91)
God had also breathed into Mary of His Spirit. The Qur’an shows that only Adam and Jesus had had this privilege.

The communication between man and God is a consequence of the divine attribute of the former’s spirit. . It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein. (50/16) The coexistence of God and man is mentioned in many verses. And He is with you wheresoever ye may be. (57/4) Seest thou not that Allah doth know (all) that is in the heavens and on earth? There is not a secret consultation between three, but He makes the fourth among them, - Nor between five but He makes the sixth,- nor between fewer nor more, but He is in their midst, wheresoever they be: In the end will He tell them the truth of their conduct, on the Day of Judgment. For Allah has full knowledge of all things. (58/7)

Man, enclosed by walls that their nafses raise do not realize this fact. Only those that have cleansed them and become perfect and mature are in direct communication with the Divine Being.

THEY SHALL BE RETURNED TO GOD 

He is the irresistible, (watching) from above over His worshippers, and He sets guardians over you. At length, when death approaches one of you, Our angels take his soul, and they never fail in their duty. Then are men returned unto Allah, their protector, the (only) reality: Is not His the command? and He is the swiftest in taking account. (6/61-62)

Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah We belong, and to Him is our return":- (2/156)

After death the ruh returns to His Creator. In His presence shall all men gather on the Judgment Day.The mutual rivalry for piling up (the good things of this world) diverts you (from the more serious things), Until ye visit the graves. But nay, ye soon shall know (the reality). (102/1-3)

A tradition of the Prophet says. “Die before you actually die”.

SATAN AND ANGEL

Satan is the symbol of the rebel and the wicked. There is no independent entity other than the wicked human beings and jinns considered to embody the idea of Satan or the devil. In fact Satan is the negative pole of the godhead.

Angels are innocent and pure invisible creatures endowed with consciousness who obey God’s commands; they constantly praise their Creator and form the positive pole of the godhead.

Say: I seek refuge with the Lord and Cherisher of Mankind, The King (or Ruler) of Mankind, The Allah (for judge) of Mankind,- From the mischief of the Whisperer (of Evil), who withdraws (after his whisper),- (The same) who whispers into the hearts of Mankind,-  Among Jinns and among men. (114/1-6)

In the case of those who say, "Our Lord is Allah., and, further, stand straight and steadfast, the angels descend on them (from time to time): "Fear ye not!" (they suggest), "Nor grieve! but receive the Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), the which ye were promised! "We are your protectors in this life and in the Hereafter: therein shall ye have all that your souls shall desire; therein shall ye have all that ye ask for!- (41/30-31)

Satan arouses in men unfounded suspicions, doubts and hesitations. Be it the jinn or the devilish human beings, they are agitators that incite them to put into action ill-conceived ideas. They deceive men and lead them to commit deplorable acts of which they often repent afterwards. They arouse in them suspicion as to the veracity of God’s commandments and of the devotional obligations. The consequence of this is man’s orientation to his perdition unless the angels divert them from the path to which they had strayed and cause them to resume the true path.

Angels often descend to believers. This is the reverse of the coin. God sends men His angels and manifest in them His positive power. This visit reinforces their spiritual forces and aids them.

Inspiration is a divine influence or action upon the lives of certain persons that is believed to qualify them to receive and communicate revelations. The person inspired by God is protected against all evil influences.

Satan and Angel, potential forces coexisting in man.

The conflict of these opposite forces continues in man’s soul to the end of his life on earth. The future of the individual, whether he will be eligible for salvation or condemnation, will be decided according to the balance between his good deeds and evil acts. A parallel may de drawn to this pair of opposites in the confrontation of the nafs and the ruh. The subject is studied under three headings: namely,

Satan

Angels

Jinns

SATAN

JINNS AND SATAN EMBODIED MEN

Among Jinns and among men (114/6)

Likewise did We make for every Messenger an enemy,- evil ones among men and jinns,… (6/112)

Satan is not an independent being. It is the embodiment of evil. It manifest itself in men inspiring them suspicions and doubts and ill-conceived ideas.

IBLIS (Satan)THE SYMBOL OF EVIL

Behold! We said to the angels, "Bow down to Adam": They bowed down except Iblis. He was one of the Jinns, and he broke the Command of his Lord. (18/50)

(Iblis) said: "O my Lord! because Thou hast put me in the wrong, I will make (wrong) fair-seeming to them on the earth, and I will put them all in the wrong,- "Except Thy servants among them, sincere and purified (by Thy Grace)." (15/39-40)

Satan or Iblis was one of the jinns that had been created of light before the advent of Adam. He had rebelled and failed to obey God’s commandment. He had caused Adam to be expelled from the Garden. He was resolved to deceive men and paved their way to hell. Yet, to firm believers he was to remain powerless.

SATAN COMPANION TO MAN

If anyone withdraws himself from remembrance of ((Allah)) Most Gracious, We appoint for him an evil one, to be an intimate companion to him. (43/36)

… Whoever, forsaking Allah, takes satan for a friend, hath of a surety suffered a loss that is manifest. (4/119)

O ye Children of Adam! Let not Satan seduce you, in the same manner as He got your parents out of the Garden, stripping them of their raiment, to expose their shame: for he and his tribe watch you from a position where ye cannot see them: We made the evil ones friends (only) to those without faith. (7/27)

And Satan will say when the matter is decided: "It was Allah Who gave you a promise of Truth: I too promised, but I failed in my promise to you. I had no authority over you except to call you but ye listened to me: then reproach not me, but reproach your own souls. I cannot listen to your cries, nor can ye listen to mine. I reject your former act in associating me with Allah. For wrong-doers there must be a grievous penalty." (14/22)

The individual that stands aloof from the Qur’an is bound to be a prey to Satan’s guiles.

AN ENEMY TO MAN

… Satan was an avowed enemy unto you?" (7/22)

… ! the Evil One is but a traitor to man!" (25/29)

Satan’s unique task is to deceive man against whom angels will take the offensive. The aim of this confrontation is to make man to mature at the end of this ordeal

TAKE REFUGE WITH GOD

If a suggestion from Satan assail thy (mind), seek refuge with Allah. for He heareth and knoweth (all things). (7/200)

When thou dost read the Qur'an, seek Allah.s protection from Satan the rejected one. (16/98)

Should you suspect that you are being seduced by Satan, haste to take refuge in God! Reciting verses from the Qur’an will shove Satan away!

When the Qur'an is read, listen to it with attention, and hold your peace: that ye may receive Mercy. (7/204)

Which none shall touch but those who are clean: (56/79)

Scholars are divided about the signification of the word ‘clean’. Some say by it one understands bodily cleanliness, others claim that it is spiritual purity that is meant by it.

FEEBLE IS THE CUNNING OF SATAN

… feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan. (4/76)

… Their allies deceived them), like the Evil One, when he says to man, "Deny Allah.: but when (man) denies Allah, (the Evil One) says, "I am free of thee: I do fear Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!" (59/16)

O men! Do not fear Satan, remain faithful to justice and stick to the injunctions of the Qur’an. If you behave in this manner Satan will remain ineffective. One should not forget that Satan also being a creature of God dreads Him.

SATAN POWERLESS VERSUS MAN

No authority has he over those who believe and put their trust in their Lord. His authority is over those only, who take him as patron and who join partners with Allah. (99-100)

… ; but he (Satan) cannot harm them in the least, except as Allah permits; and on Allah let the Believers put their trust. (58/10)

True believer is Satan-proof.

ANGELS

These are invisible creatures having consciousness and intelligence of their own. There is no detailed information about their constitution in the Qur’an. All thet we know that they were created by light like jinns. . Behold! We said to the angels, "Bow down to Adam": They bowed down except Iblis. He was one of the Jinns, and he broke the Command of his Lord. Will ye then take him and his progeny as protectors rather than Me? And they are enemies to you! Evil would be the exchange for the wrong-doers! (18/50)

Angels are asexual beings that travel in the space with vertiginous speeds. Their numbers is not known. They represent the positive side of the creation. Prophets were also sent to them from among themselves.

GRACIOUSLY BEGOTTEN OFFSPRING

And they say: "((Allah)) Most Gracious has begotten offspring." Glory to Him! they are (but) servants raised to honour. They speak not before He speaks, and they act (in all things) by His Command. (21/26-27)

Angels are in continual devotion and serve God without any opposition.

SEX OF ANGELS

And they make into females angels who themselves serve Allah. Did they witness their creation? (43/19)

Those who believe not in the Hereafter, name the angels with female names. (53/27)
Some infidels unjustifiably qualified angels as God’s daughters.

VERTIGINOUS SPEED

… messengers with wings,- two, or three, or four (pairs): (35/1)

The angels and the spirit ascend unto him in a Day the measure whereof is (as) fifty thousand years:  (70/4)

The fact that angels have been equipped with wings indicate that they are beings that move swiftly.

PROPHETS AMONG ANGELS

Allah chooses messengers from angels and from men for Allah is He Who hears and sees (all things) (22/75)
… Nay, I am only a messenger from thy Lord … (19/19)

Say: Whoever is an enemy to Gabriel-for he brings down the (revelation) to thy heart by Allah.s will, a confirmation of what went before, and guidance and glad tidings for those who believe,- Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and apostles, to Gabriel and Michael,- Lo! Allah is an enemy to those who reject Faith. (2/97-98)

We learn from the above verse that there are prophets among angels also, who are called ‘ruh’ (soul or spirit) like Gabriel. … For such He has written Faith in their hearts, and strengthened them with a spirit from Himself… (58/22) The four archangels mentioned in the Qur’an may be identified as prophets. In addition to such archangels as Gabriel who had been instrumental in revealing God’s messages to Muhammad, Israfil, the angel of death who will blow the last trumpet, Michael involved in the manifestation of power and the death archangel Azrael there are many prophets. Some scholars believed that there are four times as many as the number of human beings.
GUARDIAN ANGELS

… Except an apostle whom He has chosen: and then He makes a band of watchers march before him and behind him…  (72/27)

…. He is the irresistible, (watching) from above over His worshippers, and He sets guardians over you.... (6/61)

For each (such person) there are (angels) in succession, before and behind him: They guard him by command of Allah… (13/11)

The mysteries of the universe are known only to God. Men are not forsaken by the Supreme Being. They are presided over by angels. . No kind of calamity can occur, except by the leave of Allah. and if any one believes in Allah, ((Allah)) guides his heart (aright): for Allah knows all things. (64/11)

ANGELS AS SCRIBES

Behold, two (guardian angels) appointed to learn (his doings) learn (and noted them), one sitting on the right and one on the left. Not a word does he utter but there is a sentinel by him, ready (to note it). (50/17-18)

In the case of those who say, "Our Lord is Allah., and, further, stand straight and steadfast, the angels descend on them (from time to time): "Fear ye not!" (they suggest), "Nor grieve! but receive the Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), the which ye were promised! "We are your protectors in this life and in the Hereafter: therein shall ye have all that your souls shall desire; therein shall ye have all that ye ask for!- (41/30/31)

Angels keep record of all the doings of men. All men shall be able to read their acts when the time comes. (It will be said to him:) "Read thine (own) record: Sufficient is thy soul this day to make out an account against thee."  (17/14)

There are angels that illumine the hearts of men and inspire them sagacity.

ANGELS OF DEATH

Say: "The Angel of Death, put in charge of you, will (duly) take your souls: then shall ye be brought back to your Lord." (32/11)

… when death approaches one of you, Our angels take his soul, and they never fail in their duty. (6/61)

Angels of death are equipped with special powers that facilitate death. These angels are specialized to rend the soul from the body. Although Azrael is said to be the chief angel of death there is no definite information about him in the Qur’an. (Namely) those whose lives the angels take in a state of purity, saying (to them), "Peace be on you; enter ye the Garden, because of (the good) which ye did (in the world)."  (16/32)

HELL GUARDS

Over it (the hell) are Nineteen. And We have set none but angels as Guardians of the Fire … (74/30-31)

We will call on the angels of punishment (to deal with him)! (96/18)

O ye who believe! save yourselves and your families from a Fire whose fuel is Men and Stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) severe, who flinch not (from executing) the Commands they receive from Allah, but do (precisely) what they are commanded.

These guards execute the commands received by God. Hell which is a terrible place is also the spot where souls will eventually be cleansed after having suffered and completed their term.

JINNS

Jinns are entities created of a kind of light source, immaterial and invisible to the eye. They must have their communities and teams just like men. The Qur’an says that there is an infinite number of them and move in a milileu in a different dimansion. Among jinns there are those who are obedient and those that are rebels just like in the case of human beings. Prophets have been raised among them as well. They are intelligent beings with their wills and cınsciousnesses.

WE HAVE CREATED THE JIINS OF FIRE

And He created Jinns from fire free of smoke. (55/15)

And the Jinn race, We had created before, from the fire of a scorching wind. (15/27)

I have only created Jinns and men, that they may serve Me. (51/56)

The expression “fire without smoke” seems to indicate today’s technology, i.e. radiation and microwaves. Thanks to their “scorching” quality they can penetrate matter. It seems that they are resistant against fire and move swiftly. They were created by God to praise Him.

COMMUNITY OF JINNS

O ye assembly of Jinns and men … (6/130)

'True, there were persons among mankind who took shelter with persons among the Jinns, but they increased them in folly. (72/6)

We learn from the Qur’an that the jinns just like men live in communities and that they have sexes and form families.

PROPHETS WERE ALSO RAISED AMONG THE JINNS

"O ye assembly of Jinns and men! came there not unto you apostles from amongst you, setting forth unto you My signs, and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours?" (6/130)

Behold, We turned towards thee a company of Jinns (quietly) listening to the Qur'an: when they stood in the presence thereof, they said, "Listen in silence!" When the (reading) was finished, they returned to their people, to warn (them of their sins). They said, "O our people! We have heard a Book revealed after Moses, confirming what came before it: it guides (men) to the Truth and to a Straight Path.  "O our people, hearken to the one who invites (you) to Allah, and believe in him: He will forgive you your faults, and deliver you from a Penalty Grievous.  (46/29-31)

The Prophet has not seen the Jinns with his eyes but God let him know that they listened to the recital of the Qur’an. Say: It has been revealed to me that a company of Jinns listened (to the Qur'an). They said, 'We have really heard a wonderful Recital. (72/1)

SATANIC JINNS AND BELIEVING JINNS

'There are among us some that are righteous, and some the contrary: we follow divergent paths. (72/11)

Amongst us are some that submit their wills (to Allah., and some that swerve from justice. Now those who submit their wills - they have sought out (the path) of right conduct (72/14)

As we see there are rebel and faithful jinns.

WE HAVE PROTECTED FROM YOU FROM THE SATANIC JINNS

We have indeed decked the lower heaven with beauty (in) the stars,- (For beauty) and for guard against all obstinate rebellious evil spirits, (So) they should not strain their ears in the direction of the Exalted Assembly but be cast away from every side, Repulsed, for they are under a perpetual penalty, Except such as snatch away something by stealth, and they are pursued by a flaming fire, of piercing brightness. (37/6-10)

And we pried into the secrets of heaven; but we found it filled with stern guards and flaming fires. (72/8)

O ye assembly of Jinns and men! If it be ye can pass beyond the zones of the heavens and the earth, pass ye! not without authority shall ye be able to pass! (55/33)

The great Qur’an exegist Elmalılı Hamdi Yazır makes the following comment: “Basing on the Qur’an we can reach to the following conclusion: There are seven layers of skies, of which the one of the earth is studded with stars. We have no knowledge about the other skies. We deduce from the verses 37/6-10 that skies are the abode of angels. The angels discuss the commandments they receive from above. In case a demon succeeds in reaching those heights and overhears their talks and succeeds to return to the earth without getting caught, he communicates what he has overheard adding his own accounts and opinions to the exorcists, spiritualists and magicians interspersing them with lies of his own. The latte, believing that this is a revelation from the Supreme Being leads the believers astray. Therefore the skies are satanic jinns-proof”

The jinns cannot penetrate the energy and magnetic walls with which they are surrounded unless permitted by God. It is claimed that the mysteries of the infinitude of the space are impenetrable and inaccessible to men and jinns.

THE JINNS AND SOLOMON

He said (to his own men): "Ye chiefs! which of you can bring me her throne before they come to me in submission?" Said an 'Ifrit, of the Jinns: "I will bring it to thee before thou rise from thy council: indeed I have full strength for the purpose, and may be trusted." Said one who had knowledge of the Book: "I will bring it to thee within the twinkling of an eye!" Then when (Solomon) saw it placed firmly before him, he said: "This is by the Grace of my Lord!- to test me whether I am grateful or ungrateful! and if any is grateful, truly his gratitude is (a gain) for his own soul; but if any is ungrateful, truly my Lord is Free of all Needs, Supreme in Honour !" (27/38-40)

There is mention here of the supernatural power of certain jinns. Today’s technology is unable to explain ‘the twinkling of an eye”. We know that when the speed reached a limit it turns into energy; yet, its return to its former state is left unexplained. As the Qur’an puts it this divine mystery was known also to certain jinns like ifrit other to few exceptional personages.

And to Solomon (We made) the Wind (obedient): Its early morning (stride) was a month's (journey), and its evening (stride) was a month's (journey); and We made a Font of molten brass to flow for him; and there were Jinns that worked in front of him, by the leave of his Lord, and if any of them turned aside from our command, We made him taste of the Penalty of the Blazing Fire. They worked for him as he desired, (making) arches, images, basons as large as reservoirs, and (cooking) cauldrons fixed (in their places): "Work ye, sons of David, with thanks! but few of My servants are grateful!" Then, when We decreed (Solomon's) death, nothing showed them his death except a little worm of the earth, which kept (slowly) gnawing away at his staff: so when he fell down, the Jinns saw plainly that if they had known the unseen, they would not have tarried in the humiliating Penalty (of their Task). (34/12-14)

It is claimed that Solomon had the gift of employing the jinns in construction works. It was stated explicitly that jinns had no access to the unknown; for, there had been quacks who claimed that they had knowledge of the future.
NAFS
A) Positive and negative properties of nafs
B) Stages of nafs
C) Training of nafs

A) Positive and negative aspects of nafs
There are about 12 basic negative aspects of the nafs: covert attribution of partners to God; wrongdoing; suggesting untruths; concupiscence, deification of nafs; mockery and gossip; overweening pride; profligacy, miserliness; jealousy and envy, treachery and unfaithfulness; anger and hatred.

OPEN ATTRIBUTION OF PARTNERS TO GOD

Do they indeed ascribe to Him as partners things that can create nothing, but are themselves created? (7/191)

Take not with Allah another object of worship; or thou (O man!) wilt sit in disgrace and destitution. (17/22)
Allah forgiveth not (The sin of) joining other gods with Him; but He forgiveth whom He pleaseth other sins than this: one who joins other gods with Allah, Hath strayed far, far away (from the right). (The Pagans), leaving Him, call but upon female deities: They call but upon satan the persistent rebel! (4/116-117)
Attribution of partners to God – who is the One, the Unique having no precedence and being in need of nothing – by people who are not necessarily atheists, is a capital offense, unless the offender recants and asks to be forgiven.

There are various ways of expression of this. Before the islamization of Mecca the Kaaba contained an infinite number of statues, mostly of female gender, whom the male population adored. There were also statues of gods and goddesses that spread fear and anxiety. The population worshipped also the sun and the stars. Upon the conquest of Mecca, the Prophet had all the idols broken and destroyed.

COVERT ATTRIBUTION OF PARTNERS TO GOD

And most of them believe not in Allah without associating (other as partners) with Him! (12/106)

Is it not to Allah that sincere devotion is due? But those who take for protectors other than Allah (say): "We only serve them in order that they may bring us nearer to Allah." Truly Allah will judge between them in that wherein they differ. But Allah guides not such as are false and ungrateful. (39/3)

There are many people who attribute partners to God that they do not deny, because of ignorance. They believe that certain idols and persons will intercede for them.

It was We Who created man, and We know what dark suggestions his soul makes to him: for We are nearer to him than (his) jugular vein. (50/16) …Who is there can intercede in His presence except as He permitteth?... (2/255) The Prophet is reported to have said: “What I am afraid of is not the open attribution of partners to God but of covert ones”. In another tradition he is reported to have said: “The covert attribution of partners to God is like the footsteps of ants; they do not emit any sound.” God is averse at intercessors: Leave Me alone, (to deal) with the (creature) whom I created (bare and) alone!- (74/11)

What is covert attribution of partners to God? To begin with it is religious hypocrisy. . Seest thou one who denies the Judgment (to come)? Then such is the (man) who repulses the orphan (with harshness),  And encourages not the feeding of the indigent.  So woe to the worshippers  Who are neglectful of their prayers,  Those who (want but) to be seen (of men),  But refuse (to supply) (even) neighbourly needs. Worship of saints also is a kind of covert attribution of partners to God. Visits to tombs is permitted as a token of commemoration. Man’s transgressions that deify his assets is also a covert attribution of partners to God. Another type of such an attribution is the attribution of the epithet ‘Son of God’ to Jesus Christ.

WRONGDOING

… "As to those who believe and work righteousness, Allah will pay them (in full) their reward; but Allah loveth not those who do wrong." (3/57)

… Allah guides not people given to wrong-doing.  (28/50)

… And if any fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (No better than) wrong-doers. (5/45)

Wrongdoing connotes injustice, maltreatment and torture. Wrongdoers will not be among the winners.

REJECTION AND WICKEDNESS

He loveth not creatures ungrateful and wicked. (2/276)

For the worst of beasts in the sight of Allah are those who reject Him: They will not believe. (8/55)

The person referred to in the above verses is related to ungrateful persons who cover up realities and deny the existence of God.

TELLING LIES

… if he be a liar, on him is (the sin of) his lie … Allah guides not one who transgresses and lies! (40/28)

It is those who believe not in the Signs of Allah, that forge falsehood: it is they who lie! (16/105)

The prominent mystics have declared that the worst act of the evil nafs is lying which covers up many a wrongdoing.

CONCUPISCENCE

Allah doth wish to Turn to you, but the wish of those who follow their lusts is that ye should turn away (from Him),- far, far away. (4/27)

But after them there followed a posterity who missed prayers and followed after lusts soon, then, will they face Destruction,- (9/59)

Concupiscence and lust are a longing of the soul for what will give it delight or for what is agreeable especially to the senses; which involves sexual desire especially of a violent self-indulgent character. Lechery and lasciviousness are other synonyms. This feeling must not be entirely condemned, for its moderate use is essential for the perpetuation of life upon the earth. It forms the motive power in the individual to work and produce. The individual should be able to check this impulse in him and make optimum use of it.

DEIFICATION OF DESIRES GENERATED BY NAFS

Then seest thou such a one as takes as his god his own vain desire? Allah has, knowing (him as such), left him astray, and sealed his hearing and his heart (and understanding), and put a cover on his sight. Who, then, will guide him after Allah (has withdrawn Guidance)? Will ye not then receive admonition? And they say: "What is there but our life in this world? We shall die and we live, and nothing but time can destroy us." But of that they have no knowledge: they merely conjecture. (45/23-24)

But if they hearken not to thee, know that they only follow their own lusts: and who is more astray than one who follow his own lusts, devoid of guidance from Allah. for Allah guides not people given to wrong-doing. (28/50)

Individuals dominated by such impulses claim that this world is the one we know of, there is no other world; therefore, let us make the best of it. They do not realize that this world is transitory and that the real life is in the next world. Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: Women and sons; Heaped-up hoards of gold and silver; horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well-tilled land. Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (To return to). (3/14)

As it has already been pointed out to benefit of the worldly gifts is necessary for the perpetuation of generations. The individual who makes use of them must not be oblivious of the fact hat they have been granted by God to whom thanks are due. Sex, procreation, gold and silver, money and wealth, automobiles, fame, pleasures of the table and insatiable desire to amuse oneself must not be deified. All these may be considered as attribution of partners of God, the greatest of sins. Allah forgiveth not that partners should be set up with Him; but He forgiveth anything else, to whom He pleaseth; to set up partners with Allah is to devise a sin Most heinous indeed. (4/48)

MOCKERY, GOSSIP AND SCEPTICISM

O ye who believe! Let not some men among you laugh at others: It may be that the (latter) are better than the (former): Nor let some women laugh at others: It may be that the (latter are better than the (former): Nor defame nor be sarcastic to each other, nor call each other by (offensive) nicknames: Ill-seeming is a name connoting wickedness, (to be used of one) after he has believed: And those who do not desist are (indeed) doing wrong. (49/11)
O ye who believe! Avoid suspicion as much (as possible): for suspicion in some cases is a sin: And spy not on each other behind their backs. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead brother? Nay, ye would abhor it...But fear Allah. For Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. (49/12)

Woe to every (kind of) scandal-monger and-backbiter. (104/1)

The Qur’an warns against suspicion which is the act or an instance of suspecting: imagination or apprehension of something wrong or hurtful without proof or on slight evidence; doubt concerning but not necessarily denial of the basic religious principles (as immortality, providence, revelation. On the other hand, rumor, report, tattle, or behind-the-scenes information especially of an intimate or personal nature must be avoided; for it is a great sin. Yet, if one speaks about the iniquities of a given person who constitute a threat, this should not be considered as malicious gossip or calumny.

Mockery also is condemned. One must beware to laugh at people who may not be as rich as one or reputed like him.

PRIDE

And swell not thy cheek (for pride) at men, nor walk in insolence through the earth; for Allah loveth not any arrogant boaster. (31/1)

Such as fear not the meeting with Us (for Judgment) say: "Why are not the angels sent down to us, or (why) do we not see our Lord?" Indeed they have an arrogant conceit of themselves, and mighty is the insolence of their impiety! (25/21)

Pride is the quality or state of being proud; as an inordinate self-esteem or an unreasonable conceit of superiority (as in talents, beauty, wealth, rank). It is a sickness of the nafs .

Narcissism is the overevaluation of one's own attributes or achievements or of those of one's group, a despicable attribute.

PROFLIGACY AND MISERLINESS

(See What God does not favor)

JEALOUSY AND ENVY

They said: "Truly Joseph and his brother are loved more by our father than we: But we are a goodly body! really our father is obviously wandering (in his mind)! "Slay ye Joseph or cast him out to some (unknown) land, that so the favour of your father may be given to you alone: (there will be time enough) for you to be righteous after that!" (12/8-9)

Quite a number of the People of the Book wish they could Turn you (people) back to infidelity after ye have believed, from selfish envy, after the Truth hath become Manifest unto them… (2/109)
Or do they envy mankind for what Allah hath given them of his bounty? but We had already given the people of Abraham the Book and Wisdom, and conferred upon them a great kingdom (4/54)

Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of the Dawn, From the mischief of created things; From the mischief of Darkness as it overspreads; From the mischief of those who practise secret arts; And from the mischief of the envious one as he practises envy. (113/1-5)

Allah commands justice, the doing of good, and liberality to kith and kin, and He forbids all shameful deeds, and injustice and rebellion: He instructs you, that ye may receive admonition. (16/90)

Jealousy is hostile rivalry which has its degrees that intelligence and reason cannot mortify, while envy is painful or resentful awareness of an advantage enjoyed by another, accompanied by a desire to possess the same advantage. 

PERFIDY AND FAITHLESSNESS

Contend not on behalf of such as betray their own souls; for Allah loveth not one given to perfidy and crime: (4/107)

…, and that Allah will never guide the snare of the false ones. (12/52)
Perfidy is the quality or state of being dishonest or disloyal, deceit, treachery or betrayal Self-betrayal is deceiving one’s own nafs.
ANGER (WRATH)-HATRED

Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon (all) men;- for Allah loves those who do good;- (3/134)

O ye who believe! Take not into your intimacy those outside your ranks: They will not fail to corrupt you. They only desire your ruin: Rank hatred has already appeared from their mouths: What their hearts conceal is far worse. We have made plain to you the Signs, if ye have wisdom. (3/118)

The destructive character of nafs is translated as a strong feeling of displeasure and usually of antagonism. It is a strong enraged feeling expressed vehemently and accompanied by bitterness, malignancy, or condemnation. “Shun anger, it is an ember in the heart of a believer which .s prone to be enlivened.

Hatred is a general attitude of prejudiced hostility and vengeance is the taking of revenge, infliction of punishment in return for an injury or offense or retributive action.

B. STAGES OF NAFS
In the light of the Holy Qur’an the Muslim mystics have distinguished seven stages of nafs: namely nafs-i ammare (inordinate appetite, concuspiscence); nafs-i lavvama (the carnal mind when resisted but still submissive; the voice of conscience); nafs-i mulhima (who reveals truth to man by inspiration); nafs-i mutmaina (the carnal mind when conquered and obedient to all religious impulses; the pious and tranquil mind of a saintly person); nafs-radiyya (the contented self) ; nafs-i mardiyya (self with which God is well pleased; nafs-i qamila (perfected self); nafs-i natıka (self that encites man to commit evil acts)

Every man must check himself and see which of these nafses he is conscious of. Those he deems to possess condemnable nafses he must strive to restrain asking pardon from God and taking refuge with him. Blessed are they who have praiseworthy nafses!

AMMARA

"Nor do I absolve my own self (of blame): the (human) soul is certainly prone to evil, unless my Lord do bestow His Mercy: but surely my Lord is Oft- forgiving, Most Merciful." (12/53)

Verily Allah will admit those who believe and do righteous deeds, to Gardens beneath which rivers flow; while those who reject Allah will enjoy (this world) and , eat as cattle eat; and the Fire will be their abode. (47/12)

The inordinate appetite, concupiscence is the distinctive character of this nafs. The majority of men is a prey to this nafs. Attribution of partners to God, wrongdoing, swearing, telling lies, lust, deification of the desires of nafs, mockery, arrogance, jealousy, betrayal, anger are among the said impulses that the nafs is a slave. It is the nafs of wrongdoers, infidels, hypocrites, mischief-makers, sinners; in other words, the nafs of pharaoh and of Satan. They are non-believers and wallow in ignorance; their time is taken up by evil acts and rebel against truth. These vain creatures are intoxicated by their own selves. Hey most often repeat the word ‘I’, a word despised by the Prophet.

Such people are prone to destroy each other any moment. They are Satan’s companions. Theft, calumny, slander, alcoholism, gambling, fornication, perversion and gossip are their habitual occupations. They have deified the transitory beauties of the world.

Is it possible to get rid of the power that this nafs has over man? The prominent quality of nafs is its modulation, its amorphous character; it is prone to assume a laudable character, provided that his heart has not been sealed by God for its former iniquities; for asking forgiveness for such people is a rare occurrence. Yet, if he repents and asks pardon he may obtain it thanks to God’s Mercy. Say: "O my Servants who have transgressed against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy of Allah. for Allah forgives all sins: for He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.  (39/53)

LAWWAMA

And I do call to witness the self-reproaching spirit: (Eschew Evil). (75/2)

This nafs reproaches sometimes sternly or abusively and sometimes mildly and gently as an upbraiding the individual in question and leads him to repent. It often occurs that the result of this counsel against a fault, error, or oversight guides the individual to take refuge with the Supreme Being, although there are times that he may continue to commit sins under the influence of the nafs-i ammara. Such individuals are perfectly aware what the Prophet had said: “Repent immediately and ask forgiveness and you will be considered as though you had never committed sins”

Such people are acquainted with the verses of the Qur’an already although they have but a superficial knowledge of them. On the other hand they are not under the absolute domination of Satan. They lead a life in which worldly gifts have a grip on the individual; lies, concupiscence, sarcasm, arrogance, stinginess, jealousy, betrayal, anger have not left them. Their prayer is self-oriented and is directed to the promised luxurious life of the paradise where young males and females will be at their disposal and they will be aloof from the tortures of hell. It has never occurred to them that prayer is a communication between God and them and the expression of mutual contentment. The famous mystic poet, Yunus Emre had said: “What they call paradise is but a house and damsels within, you better give them to their suppliants, what I need is You (o God!)”

The way to get oneself rid of this nafs is to struggle against it and take refuge with God.

NAFS-I MULHIMA

By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to it; And its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right;-  Truly he succeeds that purifies it,  And he fails that corrupts it! (91/7-10)

The nafs in question is the one that is inspired by God. The signs are wisdom, honesty, modesty, generosity, patience and resignation. The person who possesses these character traits are ready to be the recipient of divine inspiration which comes through angels. In the case of those who say, "Our Lord is Allah., and, further, stand straight and steadfast, the angels descend on them (from time to time): "Fear ye not!" (they suggest), "Nor grieve! but receive the Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), the which ye were promised!  "We are your protectors in this life and in the Hereafter: therein shall ye have all that your souls shall desire; therein shall ye have all that ye ask for!- 

Knowledge that come from within is superior to the knowledge acquired from outside.

The Prophet is reported to have said: “Even though the authorities may have declared to the contrary you should lend an ear to what your conscience says”. This nafs is the nafs of the believer who is wise. However, this stage is but an intermediate one, since one may at any moment recede to the nafs-i ammara.

NAFS-I MUTMAINA

"O (thou) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction! (89/27)

“Enter my Garden!” (89/30)

This is the stage where the nags has attained the final goal, cleansed from all suspicions and doubts and enlightened by divine inspirations. He is no longer harassed by lies, by having to attribute partners to God, by concupiscence, by deification of aspirations, mockeries, arrogance, tight-fistedness, envy and jealousy, betrayal, anger, etc. It is He Who sent down tranquillity into the hearts of the Believers, that they may add faith to their faith;- for to Allah belong the Forces of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is Full of Knowledge and Wisdom;- (48/4) The individual in this state is in perfect harmony with himself and has attained peace and serenity. Those who believe, and whose hearts find satisfaction in the remembrance of Allah. for without doubt in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find satisfaction. (13/28) These people are candidates for the paradise. They will no longer recede; they may ascend higher.

The late Muzaffer Ozak says the folowing is his treatise called Zeynel Kulup: “Those who have attained to this stage are eligible to enter the Garden. The hearts of these people are enlightened by God. They have been cleansed of all the impurities of the world. They spend their whole time in praising God.

On the other hand Elmalılı Hamdi Yazır makes the following statement: “Nafs-i  mutmaina is that nafs which having  risen from  the fons et origo has traversed the world of causality and ascended to the divine heights where he is in contemplation of the Supreme Being and rests in His absolute disposal”

What are the merits of the individual who has attained this stage? The mystics enumerate them thus: Purity of heart, resignation, generosity, asceticism, prayer, continuous thanksgiving. . Behold! ye were climbing up the high ground, without even casting a side glance at any one, and the Messenger in your rear was calling you back. (3/133) . Behold! verily on the friends of Allah there is no fear, nor shall they grieve; Those who believe and (constantly) guard against evil;- (10/62-63) These pious people have thus become perfect human beings and have found God’s favor. …. But those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah…(2/165) The following are the requirements of a pious man: beneficence, resignation, wisdom, forgiveness, faithfulness, justice and honesty, regular ritual prayers, alms giving and fasting; all these merits should be accompanied by sincerity of heart.

Those are the future inmates of the paradise.

NAFS-I  RADIYYA

Come back thou to thy Lord, well pleased (thyself) and well pleasing unto Him! “Enter thou, then, among my Devotees! Yea enter thou my Heaven!” (89/28-30)

This is well contented nafs. It is the stage of the walis (Saints). For them every happening has a well-intentioned mysterious meaning. This stage is not reached simply by the efforts of true believers, it requires God’s contribution. Allah chooses to Himself those whom He pleases, and guides to Himself those who turn (to Him). (42/13) These people are endowed with special miraculous talents and can work miracles. The tradition says: “If I love my servant I become his hearing ear, his seeing eye and his grasping hand.”

The following what Elmalılı Hamdi Yazır says:  The expression ‘Return to thy Lord!’is commented by certain commentators to have reference to the possessors of Nafs-i  Mutmaina, which seems to us more pertinent and useful. Neither nafs Ammara nor Nafs Lawwama are inclined to put up with what fate has in store for them. Therefore the former nafs should be one eligibl…”

What then are the prerequisites of this nafs? Sharing one’s assets, beneficence, wisdom, patience, resignation, faithfulness, regular prayers and alms giving, etc. are the main acts required. For them are glad tidings, in the life of the present and in the Hereafter; no change can there be in the words of Allah. This is indeed the supreme felicity.  (10/64)

NAFS - I  MARDIYYA

Come back thou to thy Lord, well pleased (thyself) and well pleasing unto Him! “Enter thou, then, among my Devotees! Yea enter thou my Heaven!  (89/28-30)
This is well contented nafs. If an individual has strictly obeyed God’s injunctions, he is elevated to this rank. God favors him and he becomes the select one. He has been united with the Supreme Being. He has insight into the mysteries of he creation.

Mutmaina and Radiyya are almost the same attributes, yet the Mardıyya connotes the possession of special characteristics which enable the individual in question to have a deeper insight into the mysteries of the creation.

NAFS-I KAMILA

This is the most perfect nafs cleansed of all impurities. It is also called Safiyya and Saliha. It is the nafs of prophets. The individual has become extinct and immersed in godhead. He is capable of visiting known and unknown worlds. He has become immaterial in that he can travel through space and is in a milieu outside time and space. His own nafs has been obliterated. He has died before he actually died, in accordance with the Prophet’s tradition.

Muzaffer Ozak says: “Such nafses attain the stage of Safiyya. They are in close communion with God. This milieu between the individual and God is the STAGE OF MYSTERY of which the bliss cannot be described. Those who have attained it remain dumb in that respect. This stage of the prophets is referred to as KABE-KAVSEYN.

O God, grant that we are among those you have elevated to this stage!

TRAINING OF NAFS

The aim is to redeem the nafs its original pure quality. But only he (will prosper) that brings to Allah a sound heart; (26/89) The negative portion of selfhood is under the command of the ruh (soul).

How are we to cleanse our impurities? By mortification and asceticism? ‘No’ says the Qur’an. But seek, with the (wealth) which Allah has bestowed on thee, the Home of the Hereafter, nor forget thy portion in this world: but do thou good, as Allah has been good to thee, and seek not (occasions for) mischief in the land: for Allah loves not those who do mischief." (28/77) God has never imposes insurmountable barriers to man. … ,- no burden do We place on any soul, but that which it can bear,-…(7/42) … Allah intends every facility for you; He does not want to put to difficulties…(2/185) The way is the path shown in the Qur’an, performance of the duties mentioned in it and avoiding committing sins, that is all that is wanted. Those who believe and (constantly) guard against evil;- (10/63)

To make it more explicit, the path to follow is two-fold: Faith and performance of pious acts as indicated in the Qur’an.

Faith in God, in His angels, in the books revealed, in the prophets, in the afterlife and in fate.

Piety requires: Sharing one’s assets; Regular prayers; Alms-giving; Forgiveness; Patience and resignation; fasting; beneficence; being faithful to one’s words; justice and honesty; and wisdom.

Unless the nafs is purified and cleansed by the performance of the above enumerated requirements there will no salvation. And I do call to witness the self-reproaching spirit: (Eschew Evil). (75/2) In this way, by taming one’s evil inclinations man takes the path that will lead him to the Supreme Being. This discipline will endow him with divine attributes and his own self will eventually be fused with the godhead. Come back thou to thy Lord, well pleased (thyself) and well pleasing unto Him! “Enter thou, then, among my Devotees! Yea enter thou my Heaven!  (89/28-30)
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·  Dicle Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Diyarbakır 

·  Dokuz Eylül Üniversitesi - İzmir 

·  Dokuz Eylül Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - İzmir 

·  Dumlupınar Üniversitesi - Kütahya 

·  Erciyes Üniversitesi - Kayseri 

·  Erciyes Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Kayseri 

·  Fırat Üniversitesi - Elazığ 

·  Fırat Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı- Elazığ 

·  Galatasaray Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Gazi Üniversitesi - Ankara 

·  Gazi Üniversitesi Çorum İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı- Çorum 

·  Gaziantep Üniversitesi - Gaziantep 

·  Gaziosmanpaşa Üniversitesi - Tokat 

·  Hacettepe Üniversitesi - Ankara 

·  Harran Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Şanlıurfa 

·  İnönü Üniversitesi - Malatya 

·  İnönü Üniversitesi Darende İlahiyat Fakültesi - Malatya 

·  İstanbul Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  İzmir Yüksek Teknoloji Enstitüsü – Urla
.  Kafkas Üniversitesi - Kars
·  Karadeniz Teknik Üniversitesi - Trabzon 

·  Karadeniz Teknik Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Rize 
.  Kocaeli Üniversitesi - İzmit
·  Marmara Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Marmara Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - İstanbul 

·  Mersin Üniversitesi - Mersin 

·  Mimar Sinan Üniversitesi, Güzel Sanatlar Fakültesi – İstanbul
.  Muğla Üniversitesi - Muğla
·  Mustafa Kemal Üniversitesi - Antakya 

·  Niğde Üniversitesi - Niğde 

·  Ondokuz Mayıs Üniversitesi - Samsun 

·  Ondokuz Mayıs Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Samsun 

·  Osmangazi Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Eskişehir 

·  Pamukkale Üniversitesi - Denizli 

·  Sakarya Üniversitesi - Sakarya 

·  Sakarya Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Sakarya 

·  Selçuk Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Konya 

·  Süleyman Demirel Üniversitesi - Isparta 

·  Süleyman Demirel Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Isparta 

·  Uludağ Üniversitesi - Bursa 

·  Uludağ Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Bursa 

·  Yüzüncü Yıl Üniversitesi - Van 

·  Yüzüncü Yıl Üniversitesi İlahiyat Fakültesi Dekanlığı - Van 
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.  Bahçeşehir Üniversitesi - İstanbul

·  Başkent Üniversitesi - Ankara 

·  Beykent Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Bilkent Üniversitesi - Ankara 

·  Çankaya Üniversitesi - Ankara 

·  Doğuş Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Fatih Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Işık Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  İstanbul Kültür Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  İstanbul Ticaret Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  İzmir Ekonomi Üniversitesi - İzmir 

·  Kadir Has Üniversitesi- İstanbul 

·  Koç Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Okan Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Sabancı Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

·  Yaşar Üniversitesi - İzmir 

·  Yeditepe Üniversitesi - İstanbul 

NORTHERN CYPRUS
·  Doğu Akdeniz Üniversitesi - Kıbrıs 
MESUT KAYNAK 

Mesut Kaynak was born in 1929 in İzmir. He studied architecture in the Faculty of Fine Arts of the Mimar Sinan University, graduating in 1956. 

He served for some years in the public sector, namely in the Department of Public Works in Istanbul before launching into private business in house building. 

He married in 1960. His daughter bore him two grandchildren. In 1999 he went to Mecca to perform his pilgrimage. 

His first work entitled Allah'ın Öğütleri (God's Admonitions) was printed in 1992. It was followed by Allah'ın Sevdikleri (Those Favored by God). Kur'an'da Sevgi (Love and the Qur'an) was printed in 1998 in 3000 copies and distributed freely. These books can be referred to on the internet (www.kurandasevgi.gen.tr .) with their English translations. 

The daily Radikal distributed free the Kur'an'da Sevgi in Ramadan, the month of fasting, in 2000 to be distributed free to his readers. The book went to second and third editions.His last work Kur'an'da Kadın was published in 2002 and enjoyed another free distribution. This last book was sent to our new MPs and to the university libfraries in Turkey and Cyprus. 
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